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Rey Hebrew Words:

DABAQ GOEL HESED
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God's word has been
recorded from many buman
perspectives. One of those
is the feminine perspective,
best displayed in the books
of Ruth and Esther.
Cbristopher Watkin
compares God's wordto a
qreat catbedral where Ruth

and Esther are like side
chapels.
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In the darkness of the of the
J , the Book of Ruth sheds the

light of God's faithfulness.
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A. Introduction: devastation of Naomi’s family 1:1-5.
- Family lost, Elimelech’s line dies out.
- Ruth’s tragic marriage to the son whose name means sick.
- Naomi loses two sons.
B. Two of Naomi’s relatives debate whether to support her 1:6-19a.
- Both initially agree.
- One turns back when marriage mentioned.
- One chooses to stay with admirable speech.
- Blessing is uttered for Ruth.
- Decision to support Naomi implies no marriage for Ruth.
C. Return to Bethlehem in emptiness and hopelessness 1:19b-22.
- Identity question: Is this Naomi?
- Naomi left full, returns empty.
D. CENTER: Meeting of Ruth and Boaz 2:1-23.
C’. Ruth appeals to Boaz and returns in fullness and hope 3:1-18.
- ldentity question: Who are you?
- Ruth left empty, returns full.
B’. Two of Naomi’s relatives debate whether to support her 4:1-12.
- Both initially agree.
- One turns back when marriage mentioned.
- One chooses to help her with admirable speech.
- Blessing is uttered for Ruth.
- Decision to support Naomi results in marriage for Ruth.
A’. Conclusion: restoration of Naomi’s family 4:13-21.
- Family restored, Elimelech’s line resurrected.
- Ruth’s blessed marriage to the man whose name means strength.
- Naomi promised many grandsons.|



At the end of Judges, an unfaichful Levite living in
sin takes a woman as a concubine from Bethlebem.
Sbhe is raped and killed by the Benjamites.Ina
symbolic way, the coming of Ruth, a Gentile, to
Bethlehem is a righteous replacement for the lost
woman in Judges 19-21 and Boaz, a balf-breed, is a
righteous replacement for the man of Betbhlebem
who sold bis daughter as a concubine.



Although we don't know for certain, given the evil
in Israel at the time, it seems likely that the famine
was God-ordained punisbhment. Gbe decision by
Elimelech to leave is a refusal to suffer and to leave
the land a refusal of the Lord's covenant. Gbis is
ironic because it contradicts bis name wbhich means
"God (ELI) is my king (DELECH). Pe should bave
learned from the consequences of Abrabam's flight
to Eqypt. Allowing bis sons to marry (Doabites was
a violation of tbe%aw. INaomi appears to passively

obey ber busband but that was ber duty under the
[aw.
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laomi s influence on Ruth:

Ruth clings to Naomi. Ghe Nebrew
verb DABAQ, means to “stick like glue.”

RNer statement in Nebrew is alliterative and rbythmic:

GELEKI ELEK (you ﬁo | go)
GALINI ALIN (you live, I live)
AMMER AMDMI (your people, my people)
WELONAUIK €ELONAY (your God, my Godg)

Ruth exbibits whole-bearted devotion to INlaomi,
ﬁ\;mtg ber RESED (loving kindness) - one of the

emes of the book.
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Proverbs ends (31:10-31) with a tribute to the
righteous woman, the NAUIL ISSA.

Ruth illustrates a righteous woman.

€nglisb Bibles place Ruth according to logical
chronology. Gbhe Jews position the book

th ically.

Although Deuteronomy forbid the (Doabite to
join the congregation until the 10th generation,
in one sense Ruth is no longer a (Doabite. She
bas become a proselyte of Judaism.



Fullness to Emptiness?
Pleasant to Bitter?

Naomi is not really empry: she bas Ruch.
Paradoxically, it is Ruth whom God uses to restore
Naomi's faxt{; Ruth becomes the cure for emptiness
and bitterness.

I don't think Naomi is blaming the Lord for ber
plight but does see Rim punisgingtbc family for
Elimelech’s actions. Unlike Job, she does not
gxpress any confusion about why she is suffering.
But she does lack bope of restoration.

Jesus made bimself empty so that we could be
full. De endured bitterness.
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Like €limelech, Judab leaves bis family and sojourns with
Canaanites, marrying one who dies. Dis first two sons die:
both married to Gamar whom be considers cursed. Like
Ruth, Gamar clings to ber Rebrew family. Like Ruth, she
proves to be more righteous than Judabh. Botb accounts
involve Levirite marriaqe. Judab's second son dies because
be refuses to "redeem’ bis brother's line by baving a son
by Gamar. DNe stands in contrast to Boaz.

Gamar and Ruth are both in the genealogy of
David and Jesus. In accordance with the probibition
against foreigners in the congregation in
Deuteronomy, the first king from the line of Judab
(David) comes 10 generations after Gamar/Judab.
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Application:

When bave you failed to endure punishment
for sin like Elimelech?

When bave you allowed bitterness to threaten
your faith?



Boaz, a type of Christ: Ne shows loving kindness
(RESED) to bis workers and especially to Ruth
noticing ber kindness to Ilaomi.

Ruch licerally responds: Jou bave noticed the
unnoticed. T-))l,ns is what Jesus did.

Gbroughout scripture, God shows bis RESED
for widows, foreigners (sojourners), and orpbans.
Naomi and Ruth meet 2 of those 3 categories.

Boaz fits the 10th generation pattern:

Noab - 10th from Adam: Abrabam - 10th from
Noab: Boaz - 10cth from Isaac.
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We are not given bis age but he praises Rutb for
not seeking a young man implying that be is
middle-aged.

he would also bave needed time to become as
prosperous as hewas. Perbaps be was shunned
because of bis connection to Rabab?

©Gbe fact that be does not become a husband until
God draws bhis bride to bim points to Christ, the
bridegroom, waiting for bis bride, the Church.
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Gruch

Sbe likely was dressing like a widow in mourning;
By removing ber widow's clothes, she signals ber
availability for marriage. Gbhis makes more sense
that wearing something fancy which would imply
that she was appealing to Boaz' sexual desires.

Ris grandmother Rabab was a Genrile.
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Lot's daughters-in-law lose their busbands like
Ruth and Orpab. Ruth’s uncovering of Boaz
feet is like Lot’'s daugbters-in-law uncover bim
but unlike them, Rutb is righteous. She does
not get Boaz drunk and advantage.

Gbe other connection is that Ruth is a
descendant of Lot.
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Re must bave already been thinking about
marrying Ruth to redeem € lime[ecg's inberitance
because ge knows that another man bas firsc dibs.
Like Christ, Boaz is willing to risk criticism to
redeem, to be the 6O-EL, the kinsman redeemer.
Gbe related word to GO-EL is GO-AL, the
kinsman avenger. Since Debrew bas only
consonants, the change is in the implied vowel.
Jesus came the first time as the GO-EL butc will
recurn as the GO-AL.
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Boaz gives Ruth grain (I am the bread of life),
and warer (I am the living water.)"
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Redemption
always comes
with a cost.

What would it feel like to
to God by God?

Who can you redeem today by showing them loving
kindness?
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Boaz expertly sets up bis fellow kinsman who bhas
Eriority to be the redeemer of Naomi. Ne entices

im with the land and then reveals that since
Naomi is too old to conceive, he would bave to
marry Ruth. Re presumably is already married
with sons and does not want a son by Ruth to
potentially compete with bis sons over inbheritance.

Gbe reference for taking off bis shoe is Deut. 25:9. If be bad not
taken it off bimself, Naomi would be authorized by the law to
remove bis sandal and spit in bis face in the presence of the
leaders at the gate... public bumiliation. Gbe spit was symbolic
of bis seed, bis semen, which would be returned to him - void.
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Gbe redeemer bad to be:

Relared: Christ bad to be fully human.

Able: Only Christ as the perfect man could redeem all mankind
from sin.

Willing: Only God bimself was capable of this act of sacrificial
love.

Ruth is thought by many to be a type of the church because she
is a Gentile who in faith comes to Christ.

Naomi is a type of the dispersed Jews, some of whom are
brought to Christ by Gentile believers.
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Consequently, he is
able to save to the

uttermost those who
draw near to God

through him, since he

always lives to make
intercession for them.

Hebrews 7:25



Gbe women bless Naomi/Ruch to be like
Rachel, Leab, and Gamar. Racbel and Leab were
the mothers of 8 of the 12 tribes. We saw earlier
the connection to Gamar. Like Ruth, a Gentile,
Gamar is bonored as the mothber of Boaz.
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HIDDEN MESSRAM
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Some people believe that
there are secret messages
encoded in the Bible, some
of which are based on
intervals of numbers.
Letters appearing at X
intervals are found to spell
bidden words.

5 names appear at 49 (7x7) lecrer intervals in
Genesis 38 gudab and Gamar): in this order:
Boaz - Ruth - Obed - Jesse - David.



Gbe Gemple Pillars: Solomon's temple bad two
decorarive (not functional) pillars. Gbese were
named Jachin and Boaz. Jachin means "UNWN
establisbes” and Boaz means “strengch.” Gogether:

UhWN) establisbes strength.

Gbroughout Ruth, we see God working bebind the
scenes, Ne is invisible in that be does not speak
directly or througb a propbert.
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Ruth is not described as beautiful.
Boaz is not described as bhandsome.
Gbey are not socially or culrurally equal.

What did they bave in common?

Both were praised for their characrer.

Both loved God and saw God working in their
relationsbip - they let God be their matchmaker.

If you are single, bow willing are you to let God
be your matchmaker or submit to God's will

regarding your singleness?
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Cbrist was willing to lower bimself from beaven
to earth, from divine to buman, sacrificing
himself to redeem us from sin.

Will you personally accept bis sacrifice and
abide with bim? Will you allow yourself to be
redeemed?



Ruth and Boaz find rest by lecting God quide their
relationsbip. Gbey don't seek to make their own
"story.” Unlike the movie character Jerry (DcGuire,
Boaz does not think that Ruth “completes” bim nor
vice versa. Gbhey submit to God and allow him to use

them in RIS SGORUY.

Go what extent are you living "your story” and
expecting God to validate it?
Row are you seeking to redeem yourself without God?



Rey Debrew Words:
DABAQ  GO€EL HESED

(Day we stick like glue (DABAQ) to our redeemer (60OEL)
abiding in bis loving kindness (RESED).




Please click on Subscribe, LIKE, share with a friend or
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If you have private comments or questions, we would love to hear from you and
will respond as soon as possible. Please contact us at:

info@biblemining.org.

Our new website is www.biblemining.org for our new
ministry called “Mining Biblical Truth.” There you can
find PDFs, Powerpoint slides, audio podcast, and videos.
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