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FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Bingham

FAITHFULLY YOURS
We hold our breath and we wait for Easter to dawn with its light, its hope, and
its promise of new life, everlasting life. As we wait, we join Jesus for His Last Supper
with His disciples. We kneel with Him in the garden as He prays to God in anguish,
shedding tears of blood. We hear Peter’s words denying He even knows Jesus,
wondering and worrying that we might have said the same.
We journey with Him to Calvary, carrying our own crosses, our own burdens, our
own sins, our own sorrows. And then at the foot of the cross we hear His last words,
and weep with the other women who are there, with His mother Mary. And then we
walk to the garden tomb where He was buried, trembling with sadness and fear
for what might await us.
We hold our breath waiting for Easter’s dawn of light and hope and promise, but
as we wait our own world darkens. The cloud of darkness and shadows of grief
overwhelm us as we hear, once again, twice again, sound of gunfire. Our hope is frozen.
We too walk to the garden tomb, trembling at what might await us. It seems
sometimes as if the world can no longer hear the songs of rejoicing, the world can
no longer dare to hope that the tomb will be empty, that the words will still ring true
“Christ has risen, Christ has risen indeed.”
And yet it is true. The tomb is empty. Christ has risen. Christ conquers death in
each moment that one who was lost is remembered, is honored, is surrounded in
prayer even as the soul returns to the God who gave us the gift of that very life. Christ
conquers death in each time that a hand is offered to someone who struggles to find
their way. Christ conquers death in every word that is spoken, every action that is
taken to end the hatred, to halt the violence and to heal our broken world.
Yes, Christ has risen. Yes, Christ has risen. Christ has risen indeed!
Let us live in the light of the Lord! Love and blessings to all, Beth

DEACON NEWS

Nancy Nelsen, Chair

The trend of the data for the virus seems to be improving so that hopefully soon
we will be meeting in person with appropriate precautions and beginning our new
church year for boards and committees. In anticipation of this, the Deacons are
asking for members who are not already on a board or are leaving another board to
seriously consider joining the Deacons Board for 2021-2023.
According to the church’s By-Laws, Deacons have several main responsibilities.
The first is working with the pastors to minister to the spiritual needs of this church
and community. They assist in the preparation and administration of ordinances, in
caring for the poor, the sick, the sorrowing, and the stranger, as well as cultivating
and nurturing prospective members. They also make the necessary preparations for
communion services. There are a few other small responsibilities that they have as
situations arise regarding membership and pulpit supply. In addition they are also
responsible for several projects that have been established over the years, such as
the Christmas Families project through the Children’s Bureau of LA, the Christmas
in July project, the Angel Fund, organizing the Laity Sunday service, hosting an all
church picnic on Rally Day, and assisting with Holy Week services.
In the past, the Board consisted of 12 members that serve a two year term with
the option of serving one more term. Currently there only eight active Deacons, and
two of those have completed their two terms plus stayed on the board an extra year
because of the pandemic. A minimum of two new people will need to be added in
order to fulfill the responsibilities that need to be completed.
Being a part of the Deacons is interesting and very rewarding. Working together
we become bonded in our service to God, our members, pastors, and community at
large. There is a helpful manual that outlines the responsibilities and projects of the
Deacons. If you have interest in joining the Deacons, please contact Robert Jones,
chair of the Nominating Committee, Nancy Nelsen, Pastor Beth, or Pastor Curtis for
further information. Thank you. Nancy

CHRISTIAN ED NEWS

Jan Long, Chair

JOIN US STREAMING LIVE ON FACEBOOK
Sunday Worship Service* — 10:30am Every Sunday Morning
Sermon Topics for April:

The Christian Ed Board works diligently to provide interesting options for our members and
children to be able to explore and expand each one’s horizons and enlightenment as we
grow in our spiritual pursuits. We are believing in five good souls to hear the calling to join the
Christian Ed Board; each one of these individuals will bring a variety of talents and interests
to help further these efforts. Could this possibly be you…? You’d be joining a fun group of
people who do good things for our church. Please contact Jane Poole or Jan Long to explore
the possibilities of becoming a part of COTC’s educational pursuits. Thanks so much! Jan

10 at 10* — 10 minute devotional at 10am every weekday

PRESCHOOL NEWS

April 4: Easter Sunday—This is the Song that Never Ends (Mark 16:1-8)
April 11: Come on People! (Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133)
April 18: “When I was Hungry” (Luke 2:24, 36b-48)
April 25: “When You were Hungry” (I John 3: 16-24)

Lively and relevant chats with Beth (MW*F) & Curtis (TTH)

*Wednesdays’ 10 at 10 offer a mini-Bible study in preparation for Sunday’s Sermon.
*VIDEOS of past Sermons and Devotionals are on Facebook and YouTube

Ally Baker, Director

OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR THE NEXT SESSION CONTINUES…
For more information about the Preschool, Parent & Me Program or school events,
please email preschool@churchofthechimes.org or call 818-789-7125. Thanks! Ally

JANE’S CORNER

Jane G. Poole, CE Director

“The world is a better place because of you. Yes YOU”
A man in the UK and his neighbor are the main characters in this story. The
younger man’s name is Giorgio and he posted a video online of him listening to his
neighbor play piano. From the start, he enjoyed hearing the neighbor’s playing. One
day shortly after the playing began, Giorgio left a message on his neighbor’s door,
asking if the neighbor could play the song “My Heart Will Go On”. The message
back was clear when the neighbor began playing it. This was the beginning of a
lovely friendship posted on Tik Tok. Giorgio left another note thanking them for
playing, and they said, “this is actually fun, let’s keep doing this”. The note went on
to say, “when I stop, you start”. Once Giorgio stopped playing a piece, he heard his
neighbor through the wall pick up the playing. After a while of this wonderful
interaction, they agreed to meet up on the weekend. It became a made for film
perfect story.
Living through the lockdown can be lonely, and any interaction can lift someone’s
spirits. One day Giorgio finally met the mysterious piano playing neighbor. He turned
out to be a 79 year old widower who lost his wife due to COVID. His name was Emil
originally from Poland. The apartment he was staying in was temporary, and the
reason he played was because his wife loved when he played the piano. It gave Emil
comfort. From this interaction, they both felt hope and a special friendship.
Whether you are playing a musical instrument together or knitting together,
friendships are fundamental in our lives. We need to cherish them, nurture them
and be present in them. Same goes with our relationship with Jesus. Jesus is on the
other side of the wall, playing a life duet with us. We should reach out and leave
notes for him (prayers) as he is the light in our lives, in daylight and in darkness.
Peace, hugs and love, Jane
PS. Please remember to be quiet with God!
“Life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.” Jackie Robinson
A big shout out to the amazing readers on Palm Sunday for Stations of the Cross!
In order of appearance thank you to:
Sophia Zaphiriou,
Xander Zaphiriou,
Stevie Kandel,
Sammy Kandel,
Anna Luker,
Ricky Parker-Kim,
Brandon Parker Kim,
Blake Gomez,
& Finn Worrell.
We hope we inspired you to embrace Holy week and walk toward the cross.

FROM OUR ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Curtis Peek

THROUGH IT ALL
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek His will in all you do H will show you which path to take. Proverbs 3:5-6
Through it all…our greatest calling in life is to trust the Lord with all our heart.
I know that you may not understand the hardship that you are going through.
The struggle is real. Maybe you are “doing” all the right things and making good
choices in your life, but still are not satisfied or overcoming. But wait…do you trust
God? Recently I was reading a “How To” article that popped up on Facebook; this
one happened to be on saving money and better budgeting that would supposedly
save you hundreds of dollars each month. Who couldn’t use some extra money?
I am a budgeter and bargain shopper by nature.
At the end of the blog, I realized that I was doing all but maybe one of the things
on the list, and that I was working on this year already. As I was contemplating the
message and what I was doing wrong on the list a still small voice said, “But are you
trusting me?”
How many things in our life do we think we are trusting God for but are still trying
to do things on our own? I don’t believe that the meaning of “through it all” is an “in
-case-of-emergency” situation. In every aspect of our life as we go through it all we
learn to trust God and depend on His Word in every moment and with every breath.
I thank God for the song written by Andrae Crouch. It was this song that brought
me through many hard and difficult situations. Learn to trust in God even when
maybe you don’t feel worthy of the words or calling on your life. God is still able to
render a harvest in your life. Believe it! Curtis
Thank you, Lord, for using ordinary people to share your extraordinary message
of faith, hope and love. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to learn to love and
trust you…though it all!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Through It All by Andrae Crouch
I've had many tears and sorrows,
I've had questions for tomorrow,
there's been times I didn't know right
from wrong.
But in every situation, God gave me
blessed consolation, that my trials come
to only make me strong.

I've been to lots of places,
I've seen a lot of faces,
there's been times I felt so all alone.
But in my lonely hours,
yes, those precious lonely hours,
Jesus lets me know that I was His own

Refrain:
Through it all, through it all,
I've learned to trust in Jesus,
I've learned to trust in God.
Through it all, through it all,
I've learned to depend upon His Word.

I thank God for the mountains,
and I thank Him for the valleys,
I thank Him for the storms
He brought me through.
For if I'd never had a problem,
I wouldn't know God could solve them,
I'd never know what faith in God could

Refrain

APRIL 2021 HAPPENINGS
COUNCIL MEETING: TUESDAY, APRIL 6TH at 6:30pm
ZOOM Virtual Coffee Hour: SUNDAY, APRIL 11TH at 11:45am
After worship, grab some coffee and join us for our virtual coffee hour. It is
totally casual and just fun to catch up with each other. The Zoom link will be in
the e-blast on Friday, it will say 11:30 because it only designates half hour
intervals but the doors will open at 11:45am. We’ll have 45 minutes for chatting,
sharing and maybe even a little laughing out loud!
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING: TUESDAY, APRIL 20TH at 7:00pm
ZOOM VESPERS HAPPY HOUR: THURSDAY, APRIL 22ND at 6:30pm
All women of the church are invited to gather virtually to enjoy a bit of time with
each other on Thursday April 22nd at 6:30pm. The link to this ZOOM HAPPY HOUR
will be provided in Beth’s daily emails that week. Hope to see you then!
ZOOM DISCUSSION: Racial Equity and the Church: APRIL 18TH at 1:00pm
At our March discussion group we had an incredible conversation about racial
equity and the church and how welcoming our church strives to be—and is. We
would love to have you join us—all perspectives and thoughts are honored and
appreciated. We spend an hour together in thoughtful discussion that enlightens
and inspires us to be better people. ZOOM link will be sent out the Friday before.
ZOOM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: WEDNESDAYS at 7:00pm
All women are invited to the virtual gathering of this caring, sharing, loving group
of women on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm PST via ZOOM. We will start a new
Bob Goff Study, “Love Does”, on April 7th. If you would like to join us, e-mail Jane
Poole at jane.churchchimes@sbcglobal.net.

 ZOOM









Aqua Buddies Swimming Lessons begin on Monday, April 5th
at Church of the Chimes. Call today to schedule your lesson!

Please know that in the wake of Covid-19, procedures have
been implemented to keep all our instructors and families safe
and healthy as this is the utmost priority for Aqua Buddies.
Our lessons will be scheduled to accommodate all requirements
for social distancing, and the
cleanliness of the facility will be maintained to ensure
everyone's swimming experience is a safe one. We look
forward to getting back into the pool and to seeing all
of your smiling faces. Thanks for letting your friends
and family know we are here. Happy Swimming!

COMMUNITY & WORLD SERVICES NEWS

Diane Delaney, Chair

A MISSION MOMENT: A letter from UrbanHarvestor & StoneSoupProjectLA
3/24/21
Happy Spring to our friends at Congregational Church of the Chimes!
Here’s hoping you all are staying safe and healthy through these challenging
times. It is with delight that I am sharing my mission moment with you for April ‘21.
Early in 2020, Urban Harvester launched “The Chill Project” to help non-profits
gain extra freezer space for food donations. Our plan began with the purchase of a
small freezer to expand capacity in order to distribute frozen meals, like quarts of
soup and chili. We successfully placed our first freezer at the start of the pandemic
with The Senior Center of Pasadena, whose clientele includes homeless and senior
adults from surrounding areas. The Chill Project facilitated dozens of precooked
soups and stews for their clients to enjoy at home. Soon after,we began connecting
ready to share meals and produce to many non-profits such as Hope of the Valley,
Mend and the Hollywood Food Coalition.
One of our partners is locally-based Chef Richard Weinroth: You may remember
Richard for his inspiring western-themed meal that he created for the CotC annual
dance and fundraiser. I was proud to be his sous Chef and many friends came
forward to assist us that day as well. Richard recently launched a new project called
The Stone Soup Project LA. For those who love a hearty soup or stew, Richard
cooks them fresh in a professional kitchen and hand delivers to your door throughout Los Angeles. Customers purchase freshly frozen quarts of soup for their home,
and many happy customers end up freezing his products for future use. The Stone
Soup Project donates additional quarts to non-profit organizations, and Urban
Harvester sponsored enough for Richard to cook 50 quarts of soup to assist
Church of the Chimes’ community service efforts. If you’d like to join in supporting
this project with us, we invite you to check out his tasty soup and enjoy!
Looking forward to seeing everyone again in the near future, and hope you and your
communities stay safe and well!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Linda Hess
Founder/Executive Director
Urban Harvester
info@urbanharvester.org
661-312-1133 direct line
www.urbanharvester.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Richard Weinroth
Rich@stonesoupprojectla.com

Thoughts to Ponder

Easter 2021 HAPPENINGS
Holy Week at Church of the Chimes
Maundy Thursday Virtual Service of Communion and Tenebrae: April 1, 7pm
Maundy means “commandment.” It is the night Jesus had his last supper
with his disciples. Rev. Peek and Dr. Bingham will officiate at the service.
We will share the sacrament of communion and hear the words of the
betrayal and arrest of Jesus in gradually darkening light. Greg Whipple
and Alan Steinberger will be our musicians.
Good Friday virtual service: The Last Words of Christ from the Cross, 10am
Dr. Bingham and Jane Poole will lead our Good Friday service at 10am.
As with our daily devotions, it will be on our website and on Facebook
after the service. It is a service of quiet reflection at the sacrifice Jesus
made for all of us. Holly Pitrago will sing.
Easter Sunrise service: 7am from the front porch of Hamilton House
Rev. Peek and Dr. Bingham invite you to come to this outdoor service
(socially distant and masked) at 7am. We will hear harp music and words
of rejoicing at the resurrection of our Lord! The service will also be
streamed and can be seen on Facebook Live and through our website.
Easter Sunday Virtual Sanctuary Worship of Rejoicing! 10:30am
Our sanctuary worship will be streamed live for all to hear the good news
that Christ has risen! We will have music with Alan Steinberger, Greg
Whipple, and Holly Pitrago. Jane Poole will have a special Easter Story.
Rev. Peek will assist and share Easter reflection. Dr. Bingham’s sermon
will be “This is the Song that Never Ends.” Join us and invite your friends!

John Bogle, the Vanguard founder who passed away in 2019 once told a story
about money that highlights something we don't think about enough:
At a party given by a multi
multi--billionaire on Shelter Island, Kurt Vonnegut told
his pal, Joseph Heller, that their host, a hedge fund manager, had made more
money in a single day than Heller had earned from his widely popular book,
Catch 22, over its whole history. Heller responded, "Yes, but I have something
he will never have…enough.
Enough
Enough…I
…I was stunned by the simple eloquence of that word
word—
—stunned for
two reasons: first, because I have been given so much in my own life, and,
second, because Joseph Heller couldn't have been more accurate.…
For a critical element of our society, including the most wealthy and powerful among us, there seems to be no limit today on what enough entails.

Flowering Lily Plants honoring our loved ones will grace

the Magnolia Lawn during the Sunrise Service
and will be displayed on the Chancel in the Sanctuary during
the virtual 10:30am Easter Morning Worship Service.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A list of the loved ones so honored
will be in the Order of Worship.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lilies may be ordered for $12 each through the church office and
may be picked up any day the following week.

GET AMUSED…

CHURCH OF THE CHIMES IS LIVE ON-LINE
Visit our website: https://www.facebook.com/ChurchofChimes
Find an abundance of information regarding all the various activities on
campus; listen to audios of past sermons; past copies of Chiming In can
be viewed here and/or call the office to request future editions be
emailed to you…
Visit, Like, Share, Follow our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchofChimes/
View up-to-date information on programs and live stream events such
as Sunday Services and 10 at 10 with Beth & Curtis.
Visit various productions on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrLl2TLj2XfbBtgAOY0rjjA
Weekly Worship Services and Daily Devotions are now available on
YouTube. We’ll keep you posted as we add other things.
Get this app on your smart devices and then arrange conference call
events to meet with Church Boards, Committees, Bible Studies* and/or
other groups up to 100 participants. *e.g., Wednesday night Women’s
Bible Study with Jane. https://zoom.us/meetings

If you need help connecting to and/or otherwise utilizing any of these on-line tools,
please call the church office and we’ll find someone to get you started.

Let’s Keep In Touch
When we can’t embrace we can send our
love through the mail.
If you know someone who would like to
receive a card or note from the
Women’s Association,
please call or send an email with their
name, address & phone number to the
church office
office@churchofthechimes.org
818-789-7124
-orJoi Staves
joistaves@gmail.com
818-648-1638

Band of Prayer
A church that prays together, stays together
especially during these challenging and
uncertain times when we are separated
by the need for social distancing
not knowing what happens next…
What is certain is that God is with us,
filling in the spaces between us, and
He hears our prayers.
Band of Prayer requests may be sent
via email to Sylvia McCormick;
miss_daisy1226@yahoo.com
or feel free to call or email the Church Office;
office@churchofthechimes.org
818-789-7124

TRUSTEE NEWS

Greg Abbott, Chair

Not a lot to report this month. The biggest thing is we met in person, being the first
board to do so. We will continue as all those attending are either vaccinated or have
had the virus. Curtis Leseman continues to work on the sign permit. He has not yet
located permits for the existing signs on Magnolia and Hazeltine as we don't know
when they were constructed. Can anyone help us with this? There was a leak
around a vent in the Bower Hall kitchen that has been repaired. One of the Bower
Hall refrigerators suffered a compressor failure which has been replaced. The area
around the CE building oak tree has been secured with cones; a more permanent
solution is forth coming. Till next time, Greg

NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEWS

Robert Jones, Chair

THE ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE HELD WHEN WE CAN ALL GET TOGETHER AGAIN
It is looking more and more like this may occur in May!!! Therefore we are
encouraging all members to seriously consider offering your time and talents to
an area of interest to you. You will be helping Church of the Chimes as we continue
along the path of being recognized as a vibrant and deeply caring church. Please
take time to explore the many opportunities available to serve your community; just
call the church office, and we’ll connect you with the right person. Thanks! Robert

OUR STEWARDSHIP DRIVE: Reach in to Reach out!
We thank each one of you for your support of our Stewardship
Drive: “Reach in to Reach out”. Reaching into your pockets so
we can continue to reach out with our worship, our educational
programs, and our gifts to missions and organizations is a
blessing indeed!
Estimate of Giving cards are available in the office. Having an
estimate of the level of giving helps the church immensely as
we journey down the path of serving the needs of our church
community. Thank you for the blessing of your generosity!

Next one at COTC will be on

Tuesday, April 20th
Sign up on-line at
www.churchofthechimes.org

COTC: A diverse, and loving Christian community accepting of all.
We have been through much this last year: We have
fought a virus, experienced an intense election, and
became tragically aware of the continuing presence of
hatred and racism in our country. In the midst of the
pandemic people took to the streets to protest the death
of George Floyd and the new awareness of the racism our
African American brothers and sisters continue to endure.
As a nation our eyes and hearts were opened wide.
Now we are seeing racism and hatred finding a new target. Our hearts open wider
as we see the racism and hatred and prejudice that our Asian American brothers and
sisters have experienced for so long, that became so horrifyingly visible to all of us
after the Georgia shootings. Much of the discrimination and hatred that the Asian
community has experienced has been spoken by the victims but not heard or heeded.
This must change. On March 26th we observed the National Day of Action and healing
and answered the call #stopAsianhate.
At Church of the Chimes we are committed to supporting the Asian American
community, and all those who are targets of hate. In the words of our Racial Equity
discussion group, Church of the Chimes is "A diverse, and loving Christian community
accepting of all." And we heed the Lord: "This is the greatest commandment, that
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your mind and with
all your strength. The second is like unto it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
Let us remember that each one of God's children is our neighbor.
Let us take the next step together by committing our faithful selves to speak God’s
truth and live God’s love as we follow Christ’s path of justice and mercy and peace for
all people. Dr. Bingham
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From the Call to Unite
1. Open up and take everyone in.
2. Believe we are all connected as one people.
3. Find joy in other’s joy.
4. Find belonging without excluding.
5. Seek forgiveness through forgiving.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From Findmywellbeing.com
Things to remember ~
1. You don’t have to be perfect
2. Having a bad day is ok
3. Small steps are progress
4. Asking for help is strength
5. People love and appreciate you!

APRIL 2021
Sun

4

HAPPY EASTER!!

Mon

5

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

1
Preschool Spring Break

2
Preschool Spring Break

10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

10:00am Ten Minute Devotional via
Facebook

7

8

9

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study
via zoom

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute Devotional via
Facebook

6

COUNCIL MEETING
6:30pm via zoom

7:00am EASTER Sunrise Service
on the Magnolia Lawn
10:30am EASTER Worship Service
Streaming Live via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook7

11

12

13

14

15

16

10:30am Worship Service
Streaming Live via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study
via zoom

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute Devotional via
Facebook

18

19

20

21

22

23

10:30am Worship Service
Streaming Live via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study
via zoom

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook
6:30pm Vespers via zoom

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute Devotional via
Facebook

29

30

11:45am Virtual Coffee Hour
via zoom

1:00pm zoom DISCUSSION
The Church and Racial Justice

TRUSTEE MEETING

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
11am to 5pm in Bower Hall
9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

25

26

27

28

10:30am Worship Service
Streaming Live via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook

9:00am Preschool
10:00am Ten Minute
Devotional via Facebook
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study
via zoom

EARTH DAY

Sat
3

10

17

24

