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FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER       Faithfully Yours 
 

Sometimes the words of the prayers and the poems speak our own hearts.  

This prayer by Ted Loder from his book Guerillas of Grace might not only be 

our own prayer, but a prayer for all of us as we gather in this beloved 

fellowshipé       
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

God of history and of my heart, so much has happened to me during these 

whirlwind days:  

Iõve known death and birth; Iõve been brave and scared; Iõve hurt, Iõve helped; 

Iõve been honest, Iõve lied; Iõve destroyed, Iõve created; Iõve been with people, 

Iõve been lonely; Iõve been loyal, Iõve betrayed; Iõve decided, Iõve waffled; Iõve 

laughed and Iõve cried.  
 

You know my frail heart and my frayed history ð and now another day begins. 

O God, help me to believe in beginnings and in my beginning again, no matter 

how often Iõve failed before. Help me to make beginnings:  

to begin going out of my weary mind into fresh dreams, daring to make my 

own bold tracks in the land of now;   

to begin forgiving that I may experience mercy; to begin questioning the 

unquestionable that I may know truth  

to begin disciplining that I may create beauty; 

to begin sacrificing that I may accomplish justice; 

to begin risking that I may make peace; 

to begin loving that I may realize joy. 
 

Help me to be a beginning to others, to be a singer to the songless,  

a storyteller to the aimless, a befriender of the friendless;  

to become a beginning of hope for the despairing, of assurance for the 

doubting, of reconciliation for the divided; 

to become a beginning of freedom for the oppressed, of comfort for the 

sorrowing, of friendship for the forgotten; 

to become a beginning of beauty for the forlorn, of sweetness for the soured, 

of gentleness for the angry, of wholeness for the broken, of peace for the 

frightened and violent of the earth. 
 

Help me to believe in beginnings, to make a beginning, to be a beginning, 

so that I may not just grow old, but grow new each day of this wild,  

amazing life you call me to live with the passion of Jesus Christ. 

Announcing the start of a program that shows you how to  
 

GET OUT OF DEBT! BUILD WEALTH! and LIVE AND GIVE LIKE NO ONE ELSE.! 
 

    Sign up Now in Church Office 
 

    Start Date:  January 15, 2020  
    Start Time:  7:00pm to 8:30pm 
    Location:   Staves Chapel Classroom 
    Cost:  $99 per family or individual 

 

Financial Peace University is a nine week small group study of financial principles  
designed to help families & individuals understand how to handle money responsibly. 
It teaches how to dump your debt, get control of your money, and construct a plan to 
walk in Financial Peace. Because money management is 80% behavior and 20% 
head knowledge; this course helps you build this behavior through commitment and 
accountability. In short, it's a great way to get your finances on track and make sure 
you stay there. The $99 cost of the course includes a member workbook and video  
lessons guided by a knowledgeable instructor plus on-line tools and support, available 
with valuable insight, that will teach how to effectively manage your finances, so that  

 

YOU NEVER HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT MONEY AGAINé. 
 

Experience Financial Peace University with a group at Church of the Chimes* 
 

* Based on Christian principlesñpeople of all faiths are welcome to attend and can apply the lessons to their lives. 

 

 

                      BIBLE 

                STUDIES 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Brown Bag with Beth 
Every Tuesday 

12:15pm ð 1:30pm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bible Study with Curtis 
1st & 3rd Sundays 
9:00am ð 10:00am 

`~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bible Study with Curtis 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays 

7:00pm ð 8:00pm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Womenõs Bible Study 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

6:30pm ð 8:00pm 

Monday Group Meeting 

Church of the Chimes ñ Dreier Hall 

Weigh In from 5:00pm to 5:30pm 

Support Forum from 5:00pm to 6:00pm 

Sign-up Now in Church Office 
 

  Helping Millions to Take Off Pounds Sensibly Since 1948 

        A HANDS-ON, POUNDS-OFF APPROACH TO WEIGHT LOSS 

  Weekly meetings can help you become your healthiest selfñ 

       provide accountability, support and encouragement. 

2020 0PTIONS for PHYSICAL, MENTAL, SPIRITUAL and FINANCIAL GROWTH 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I REMEMBER    The Church Truck              Walt Staves 
 

   Almost immediately after the church property was purchased, it became obvious that 
a truck was needed to use both on and off campus. Money was tight (or else the 
Staves family wouldnõt have been living in Hamilton House!), so buying a truck, even 
used, was out of the question.  
 

   Instead, Andy Miller, the male half of the new on-site custodian couple, Andy & Alice 
Miller, along with the help of his son-in-law, created one!  
 

   Starting with a 1935 Plymouth 4-door sedan, they cut off most of the body, including 
the doors, rear fenders, and the back half of the roof. What remained were the front 
seat, floor, front fenders, hood, and the front half of the roof, ending just behind the 
front seat.  
 

   A wooden partition was built behind the seat to support the remaining roof, with a 
rectangular cutout, to provide a ôrear windowõ. In place of the rear seat and trunk, a 
wooden bed with low sides was constructed. 
 

   Today, besides being illegal, such a vehicle would certainly stand out. In the early 
1950s, the days before tougher vehicle safety laws, in the rural setting of the Valley, 
the ôtruckõ fit right in; and it was licensed and insured without any problems. 
 

   Most of the driving was done by teenage boys (insurance coverage was different 
then), in a style that you would expect. I frequently rode along, and it was much more 
entertaining than most carnival rides of the day! No doors or seat belts, no handholds, 
lots of wind, few cops, and a young male driver, made for a wild ride! 
 

   Turning left was especially exciting for the passenger, since there was nothing to 
keep you from flying out during the turn. It was best to plan ahead, and grab something 
sturdy (not the gear shift), to remain in your seat. Thankfully, no one rode in the bed, 
but only because it was too small to do so, and carry cargo at the same time.  
 

   The truck got used on campus quite a bit as well. When it was moved from place to 
place, you never knew who would jump in and drive, or if they were paying any  
attention. I once had my foot run over (with no consequence ñ it was a light truck,  
even loaded), by an inattentive driver, who was busy flirting with the girls. 
 

   This primitive era ended nine years later, when Fred Young, a member of the church, 
and a partner in Wray Brothers Ford, helped the church buy a new 1959 Ford pickup. 
What a difference! 
 

     I learned how to drive a stick shift on the new truck. It was stored at our house, 
which was only a block down the street from the church. Vehicles were ridiculously 
easy to hotwire back then, so when no one was home, I would drive it up and down,  
up and down our long driveway.  
 

     By this time, there were insurance restrictions on under 25 year old male drivers, so 
I couldnõt drive it on the street very often; only when Dad and the Trustees deemed it 
important to the church. Being a teenaged male and car crazy, I was always available! 

Interfaithfully Yours              Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Bingham 
 

BEING CONGREGATIONAL: CELEBRATING WHO WE ARE 
 

On Sunday, January 5th at 12 noon, a group of people interested in learning 

more about Congregationalism, as well as about our church and its history, met 

for an hour in Dreier Hall, enjoyed light refreshments, and had a chance to get to 

know each other. Those in attendance who are interested in joining the church 

will be welcomed during worship on Sunday, January 26, in time to vote at our 

annual Budget meeting. 
 

If you have any questions, and/or are interested and couldnõt make the meeting, 

please contact Dr. Bingham or Rev. Peek; they will find a time to get together! 
 

COMING SOON!  A PICTURE DIRECTORY! 
 

It is time to put together a new picture directory for our church!  Lifetouch  

Photography will be on our campus on February 17 and 18, to take our pictures. 

They will be put together in a directory along with our contact information. There 

will be access to an app that will give us all that information on our mobile  

devices, as well.  Each family will be given an 8 x 10 photo, and more may be  

purchased if desired.  So keep the date open, and watch for further information.  

We will be taking sign up times in person, or you may also go on line.   
 

BROWN BAG BIBLE RESUMES ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 7 AT 12:15 P.M. 
 

 

Each Tuesday, we bring our lunches and discuss the Scripture for the coming 

Sunday.  The conversations and insights are wonderful, and make the Sunday 

service even more meaningful.  Join us any time, as often as you can.  We meet 

in Dreier Hall from 12:15 ñ 1:00pm. 
 

PRAYER SERVICES: TUESDAYS AT 6 P.M. 
 

Every Tuesday evening from 6 to 6:30pm,we gather in the Sanctuary for a time of 

prayer and meditation.  There are periods of silence, of community prayers, and a 

time to bring our concerns to each other.  We have a òbidding prayeró when we 

lift up the prayers of others.  If you have a concern you would like us to include in 

our prayers, please let Dr. Bingham or the office know.   
 

SERMON SCHEDULE for JANUARY 
 

JANUARY 5:       òWORDó (JOHN 1:1-5, 14-18) 

JANUARY 12:      òTHOSE THREE KINGSó (MATTHEW 2:1-12)  

JANUARY 19:        REV. PEEK PREACHES 

JANUARY 26:       òFEAR OF FOLLOWINGó (MATTHEW 4:18-23)  



HISTORY FOR THE CURIOUS      Stanley Dong, Historian 
 

The Choir of the Kawaiahao Church 
 

  At one time the national church of the Hawaiian Kingdom 

and chapel of the royal family, Kawaiahao is popularly 

known as Hawaii's Westminster Abbey. It is built of coral 

blocks many feet thick, which were quarried from an off 

shore reef. The first service of this famous and historic 

church in Hawaii was held on April 24, 1820.  
 

  Church of the Chimes has had a long relationship with the 

Kawaiahao Church, because of the close friendship of their 

ministers, Dr. Abraham Akaka and Dr. Walter Staves.   
 

  In late June of 1964, Dr. and Mrs. Walter Staves and 

three of their children escorted 36 teenagers and their 

chaperones to Hawaii, to help refurbish parts of the church, 

and to visit many sites of historic interest. The youngsters 

had worked to save money for the trip, while studying the 

history and culture of the islands in preparation for this excursion. 
 

  On August 14th and 15th of the same year, 45+ members of the Kawaiahao Church 

Choir presented concerts of sacred anthems, in both Hawaiian and English,  

in Fellowship Hall. This performance was part of their crossΆcountry tour that would 

include performances at New York's World Fair, and the White House, to entertain 

President Lyndon Johnson and the first family. 
 

  The pageantry of the concert was woven with narration, chants, songs, dances and 

instruments, which portrayed the culture of Hawaii and its native people. The  

compositions were enriched and sung with great ease and much clarity, by vibrant 

and pleasant Hawaiian voices. 
 

  The choir had its beginning in the days of royalty, when Queen Liliuokalani, then a 

princess, directed the choir. The present Kawaiahao Choir is organized with officers 

and music staff members, all working toward developing the highest standard of 

Christian worship through music.  Mr. Daniel Akaka, the Church's Minister of Music,  

is the Choir Director.   
 

  An interesting note is the fact that almost none of the choir members have had any 

specific voice training, other than the vocal exercises in their weekly rehearsals.  The 

quality of their tones is souΆexpressed, a rare gift that this group strives to maintain. 

The wonderful music of these devoted Christian lay people does much to Glorify God 

in the Highest. 
Source: Articles from the Van Nuys News in 1964, which were collected in Vol. IV of our Archives. 

COTC WHOõS WHO                 Jeri Christensen       
Jennifer Lee  

 

     Whoõs minding the store? That would be our amazing 

office manager, Jennifer Lee. The church office is often 

bustling with activity, and can sometimes be a bit  

chaotic, but in the midst of it all, Jennifer always  

manages to remain calm and helpful. 
 

     Each day she handles a multitude of responsibilities  

which range from being the first face of the church that 

people see when they enter the office, and the first voice 

heard when they call the church...to keeping in touch 

with the homebound...to accounting duties (various 

spreadsheets, payroll, payables, etc.)...to helping people 

unload donations...and even trimming our roses. Yes, Jennifer has a full plate. 
 

     In addition to her full-time job at the church, she is the mother of twins, 

Heather and Andrew. We have all had the pleasure of watching these lovely 

children grow up before our very eyes, and boy, have they grown. They are in 

the eighth grade, and now tower over their mother. We are so proud of them.  
 

     Jenniferõs family is always busy. One of their favorite family activities is their 

involvement with a charity called Operation Progress. This organization is a 

non-profit program that works in conjunction with the LAPD. Their mission is  

to empower underserved youth. It provides scholarships, mentoring, job  

programs and a summer academy. 
 

     A little known fact about Jennifer is her background as a trained classical 

concert pianist. Jennifer attended the University of British Columbia where  

she was a music major. During college and her earlier years, she performed  

in many different venues, but unfortunately lately she has little time for the  

piano. We keep hoping one day she will perform for us, but she says, òIõm  

a little too rusty, that probably wonõt happen.ó 
 

     In any case, we are so grateful for her, and everything she does around 

here. I donõt know how we would manage without her. We so appreciate her 

care of our congregation...and as our office manager extraordinaire!  
 

Thank you, Jennifer.  . 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey

