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FROM OUR SENIOR MINISTER        Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Bingham 
 

FAITHFULLY YOURS 
 

     Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2.  On that day we come to the  
table to share the Lord’s Supper.   We mark our foreheads with the sign of  
the cross, often with ashes from last year’s palm branches which were burned 
after Palm Sunday.  The service is quiet, somber and in the brief time we are 
together the shadows of the next 40 days begin to fall upon us. 
 

     Lent is the time when we prepare ourselves to walk with Jesus to the cross.  
We are on the dusty trails with him.  We see the people crowding close to him, 
we hear his words falling upon hopeful and anxious listening ears.   
 

     They do not know what lies ahead for him, this man who has brought God 
close to them, who has healed them and loved them.  He has given sight to the 
blind, brought the lame to walk and chased dark spirits out of tortured souls.   
He has told them stories which touch their hearts and offered prayers which 
heal their broken bodies and spirits.  
 

     They do not know what lies ahead for him, but we do.  We hear the  
whispers of the ones who doubt him, who are threatened by him.  We feel the 
darkness encroaching.  And though we know there will be an empty tomb, in 
these 40 days we are walking with Jesus to the cross. 
 

     Let this Lenten season be, for us, a season of reflection, of quiet, of prayer.  
Let us spend time trying to fathom all that Jesus did, all that was done to him so 
that he could bring God to us, he could be God for us.  We will undoubtedly 
cringe in fear...  We will cry in sadness... 
 

     The song that is mine in these days reminds us that “Jesus walked this lone-
some valley.  He had to walk it by himself, nobody else, could walk it for him.  
He had to walk it by himself.” 
 

     But let us walk with him.  Let us be on that path.  From here to the cross, so 
that we can rejoice at the empty tomb.   

 

With Deep Affection, Beth 
 

 
 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEWS                       Diane Delaney, Chair 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Faith is not believing that God can... it’s knowing that He will... 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LENTEN SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

     Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and continues for 40 days. Our worship  
services will observe the season as a time of preparation for the cross and  
the empty tomb.  Below is the upcoming schedule of events leading up to 
the Easter celebration in April. 
 

March 2 at 10am:  On Ash Wednesday, Dr. Bingham will have a live-
streamed Ash Wednesday service.  There may not be an in person service, 
but we can all pause for a moment at anytime during the day to share com-
munion as we prepare for the Lenten season. 

 

April 10 :  On Palm Sunday we will have palms and hear the story of Jesus'  
arrival in Jerusalem.  Our youth will host Stations of the Cross after the  
Worship Service. 
 

April 14:  During the Maundy Thursday evening service we will share the 
Lord's Last Supper and, in a darkening sanctuary, the words of the betrayal 
and arrest of Jesus will be heard.   
 

 
April 16:  Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt will have lots of eggs for our children to 
find--a great opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to our campus!  
 
 

April 15:  Good Friday Service will be at noon as we hear the solemn and 
dark words of the crucifixion of our Lord, and have the opportunity to reflect 
in word and silence on His death. 
 

April 17: Easter Sunday -   We will have our early morning service and a 
10:30am service in the Sanctuary.  Each will have the triumphant news of 
Christ's resurrection with wonderful music. 

 

SERMON TOPICS FOR MARCH 
 

 

 March 6: “Leadeth Me NOT” (Luke 4: 1-13) 
        ~ Communion Sunday 
 

 March 13: “Chickens and Foxes” (Luke 13: 31-35) 
 

      March 20: “Will Full” (Luke: 1-11, 39-40) 
 

      March 27: Rev. Peek will be preaching  



FROM OUR ASSOCIATE MINISTER           Rev. Curtis Peek 

 

         Believe it!  Curtis  Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
 

 

RACIAL EQUITY DISCUSSION GROUP NEWS  
 

     The COTC Racial Equity Group will meet on March 6th at 1 pm via ZOOM.  We 
welcome anyone who is interested in good, faithful conversations about how we 
continue to be “a diverse and loving Christian community accepting of all.”  The 
ZOOM link will be in the March 4TH e-blast.  Please join us!   

WOMEN ASSOCIATION NEWS      Natalie Fransconi-Karp, Chair 
 

     The Women’s Association Board met on Saturday Feb. 19th via zoom.  Things 
appear to be opening up, so we are scheduled to resume our monthly Vesper’s 
Dinner on March 8th (International Women’s Day!) at a restaurant in Burbank.  
All women of the church are invited!  Please let Natalie Karp know if you would 
like to join us:  nataliefkarp@mac.com 
 

     We are also talking about starting up our monthly Bouquet Circle soon, so 
look for details in next month’s Chiming In. 
 

     Ladies, when you attend church in person please look for our “new and  
improved” Women’s Association Booklet in the narthex.  It’s free, and it lists  
everything you’d ever want to know about the COTC Women’s Association, 
 activities, and classes! 
 

     The big news this month is that we’re preparing for our Spring Rummage Sale, 
scheduled for April 9th!  There is plenty to sort through and prepare in advance, 
plus we need volunteers to help with set up days, the day of the sale, and take 
down.  Please contact Louisa Larez if you want to help with this important fund-
raiser. 818-785-5908 
 

     The Saturday before the rummage sale, we plan to have a pre-sale of a  
collection of like-new men’s clothing that has been donated by the daughter of 
one of our benefactors, Lod Cook.  He was a successful businessman, philan-
thropist, and friend of the church who passed away in September.  His daughter, 
Sherri, donated three large wardrobe boxes of very nice menswear, and we will 
hold a special pre-rummage sale for church family and friends in Dreier Hall on 
Saturday and Sunday, March 2 and 3. We’ll be open from 9 AM until noon on 
Saturday, and again after worship service on Sunday.  Please come and shop for 
yourself and your favorite men!  The remainder of the clothes will be sold in our 
“New and Nearly New” room in Dreier Hall the following Saturday during the 
regular rummage sale.                                                 Submitted by Michele Marot 
 

GREATER LA HOMELESS COUNT  
 

     On Tuesday September 22nd, COTC hosted 
the Sherman Oaks Deployment Site for the 2022 
Homeless Count .  Over 50 Volunteers showed 
up, received their assigned territory and were 
off… In addition to three of our COTC members, 
volunteers included Nithya Raman, our local city 
council member, along with her Senior Homeless-
ness Deputy, Sarah Tanberg.  Another volunteer, 
Carla Hall, a member of the LA Times Editorial 
Board, commented in her February 24th editorial, 
how much she enjoyed the entertainment we pro-
vided.  It was our Gaucho Girls practicing their 
routine on the Bower Hall Stage. 

 Join us in the Sanctuary or Streaming Live 
 

Sunday Worship Service* — 10:30am Every Sunday Morning 
 

10@10* — 10 minute devotional at 10am every weekday 
 Lively and relevant chats with Beth (MW*F) & Curtis (TTH) 
 

     *Wednesdays’ 10 at 10 offer a mini-Bible study in preparation for Sunday’s Sermon. 
     *VIDEOS of past Sermons and Devotionals are on Facebook and YouTube. 

Reprinted from the December 2021 edition of the Congregationalist 



MARCH 2022 HAPPENINGS  
 

 ZOOM COUNCIL MEETING:  TUESDAY, MARCH 1ST at 6:30pm 
 

 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:  FRIDAY, MARCH 4TH, 11AM-5PM in Bower Hall.  

 ZOOM RACIAL EQUITY  DISCUSSION GROUP:  SUNDAY, MARCH 13 at 1pm 
     Our Racial Equity Discussion is a place where all views are welcomed as we  
      continue to learn from one another. If you want to find out more about this 
      group, please contact, Beth, Curtis or Diane Delaney. 
 

 ZOOM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING:  TUESDAY, MARCH 15TH at 7pm  
 

 VESPERS :  THURSDAY, MARCH 8TH at 6:30pm  
     All women of the church are invited to gather for dinner on March 8th at  
     6:30pm in honor of International Women’s Day.  Please contact Natalie at  
     nataliefkarp@mac.com if you would like to join this celebration of women.  
     Please do join us if you can!  
 

 PRAISE THE PROSE:  SATURDAY, MARCH 19TH at 12NOON in Dreier Hall 
     COTC’s New Writer’s Group meets on the 3rd Saturday of the month. All ages 
      who are interested are welcome.  
 

 CONGREGATIONALISM 101:  SUNDAY, MARCH 27TH after worship in Dreier Hall 

This is an introduction to the church and what membership means and is 

open to everyone.  Those  interested in joining Church of the Chimes will be 

received into membership during Palm Sunday worship. 
 
 

  NEW CRAFT CREATIONS:  TUESDAYS at 9:30am in Dreier Hall 
 

 BROWN BAG BIBLE:  TUESDAYS at 12noon in Dreier Hall 
     Although currently suspended due to the COVID surge, typically this activity 
     is 45 minutes of lively discussion of the Scripture passage for the coming  
     Sunday.  We munch our lunch, get background and context for the lesson,  
     and talk about what it means.  Join us when are back in session!!!! 
 

 ZOOM WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY:  WEDNESDAYS at 7pm  
     All women are invited to this virtual gathering of caring, sharing, loving 
     women on Wednesday evenings at 7pm via ZOOM.  For the link, e-mail  
     Jane Poole at: jane.churchchimes@sbcglobal.net. See you then. 
 

 NORTH HOLLYWOOD INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY:  The food pantry continues 
to help the food insecure in our community during the continued hard 
times we are in. Contributions of tuna fish and baby diapers sizes 1, 2, 3 & 
4 are needed. Thank you for your continued support. 

JANE’S CORNER     Jane G. Poole, CE Director 
 

“… I pray that we will show our love for God and, our gratitude for the 
 gift of God's infinite grace by keeping His commandments and  

joyfully 'walking in the newness of life’...” 
 

     A couple of weeks ago I spent time with Grace, a friend of my gal group.  
She was talking about how someone had rear-ended her while she was driving  
to an appointment.  True to her name, she told the woman it was all ok as long 
as both of them were unhurt.     

     As Grace shared her story, she was very calm and forgiving.  One of our  
 other friends at our gathering kept saying how horrible the incident was.  
Grace responded by saying things happen, and, we should move on with our  
conversations.  She then shared other thoughts that had roots in the word  
grace.  This dialog stayed with me for quite some time.  As I pondered what  
grace is by true definition, I turned to my Bible’s Concordance:  “Grace is  
undeserved and free. A totally unexpected favor or gift. Grace is undeserved  
forgiveness, kindness and mercy that God gives us.” 
 

     Grace, what a gift from our God. In turn for God’s grace given to us, we should 
strive to offer and share grace with others.  
 

     We show grace when we have different opinions from others, and accept them 
for who they are, as we are all sisters and brothers in God’s world.  
 

We show grace by admitting we don’t always know the answer to a  
     question, (and that’s ok!). 

 

We show grace when we make mistakes and own up to it and actively 
     learn to do better.  

 

We show grace by living by example and showing grace to others as they 
      try the best they can. 

 

     This is how we get through life: By lifting others up and inviting them through 
God’s door of grace, forgiving others with humanness, and loving each other 
even when it’s hard to do so.  
 

     Grace – an action, a way of being. Grace is for all of us to share as it is  
given to us freely and unencumbered by our Lord Jesus.  
 

Peace, Grace and Love, Jane    P.S. Please take some quiet time with God.                               

PRESCHOOL NEWS        Ally Baker, Director 
 

     Enrollment and registration for the 2022-2023 school year is now open. The  
preschool program begins at 2 yrs. 7 months through 5 years.   
 

     The Parent & Me Program offers a class on Thursdays from 9am–11am. 
 

     For more information on our preschool or Parent & Me Program, please  
contact the church office or preschool@churchofthechimes.org, at any time.  

Upcoming  April Events: Presale of fine men’s clothing April 2 and 3; Church 

Rummage Sale April 9th (see details under Women’s Association News).   

mailto:preschool@churchofthechimes.org


 

Let’s Keep In Touch 
 

If you know someone who would like 
to receive a card or note, please send 
their name, address & phone number  

to the church office:  
office@churchofthechimes.org 

818-789-7124 
 

We believe in no one being left out;  
it’s always nice to receive a note... 

“Just Because” 

 Church of the Chimes BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday, March 4th in Bower Hall 

Sign up online at www.churchofthechimes.org 

 

     SERMON TOPICS FOR MARCH: 

Band of Prayer 
A church that prays together, stays together  

especially during these challenging times when  
the need for social distancing often separates us… 
What is certain is that God is with us, filling in the 

spaces between us, and He hears our prayers. 
 

Band of Prayer requests may be sent via email to  
Sylvia McCormick; miss_daisy1226@yahoo.com  

 or feel free to call or email the Church Office; 
office@churchofthechimes.org | 818-789-7124 

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER! 

 COMMUNITY & WORLD SERVICE NEWS            Robert Dunn, Chair 
and TUESDAY MORNING CRAFTING NEWS  Cindi Olson, Leader 
 

SHARING OUR LOVE 
 

     On February13th, Shirley, Michele, and  
Cindi from our Crafts Group, and Pam and 
Robert from CWS went to the Bleu Chateau  
in Burbank to deliver Valentine's Day cards 
and gifts for the home bound residents.  
 

     Handcrafted cards, potted plants, floral 
pens, bookmarks, and candy, both regular 
and sugar free, were among the crafted  
gifts for the residents to enjoy.  
 

     What made the day even more special  
was the devotion that started my day from  
Hebrews 6:10, “God is not unjust; He will  
not forget your work and the love you have 
shown Him as you have helped His people  
and continue to help them.”  
 

     And that is what we do at Congregational 
Church of the Chimes.  We help God's people.  
 

     Thank you to the Women of the Craft Group for making this so special!.  
 

Submitted by Robert Dunn 
 

GET AMUSED… 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HISTORIAN NEWS             Robert Jones, Historian 
 

STAVES CHAPEL  ~ STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

7: THE FIRST THANKSGIVING:  
The Pilgrims’ fist winter of 1621 was brutal. Most of them stayed on board the ship. They were 
plagued with illness (scurvy, exposure, and contagious diseases) and only one-half lived to 
see the spring.  They must have seemed a sorry group when in March an English speaking 
Abenek Indian arrived.  A few days later, he returned with Squanto, from the Pawtuxet Tribe, 
who had been kidnapped by an English sea captain and sold into slavery.  He later escaped 
to London and eventually found his way home.  He taught the Pilgrims to cultivate corn,  
extract sap from maple trees, catch fish, and avoid poisonous plants, etc.  He helped forge an 
alliance with Wampanoag Indian Chief Massasoit.  Because of their successful harvest, the 
Pilgrims and their new found friends held a three-day celebration in November 1621.  Their 
feast I included fish, lobster, clams, venison, waterfowl, berries, squash, and pumpkins.  This 
celebration became an annual event.  In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln declared a day in 
November as National Thanksgiving Day. 

“8: Establishment of Colleges” will be featured in the April 2022 Chiming In. 

     The Chapel’s stained glass windows depict Congregationalism from our roots 
in England to the founding of Church of the Chimes in 1950.  Pictured below, is 
the seventh of the Chapel’s fourteen stained glass windows along with a descrip-
tion of its significance entitled “The First Thanksgiving.”  To the right are the first 
six of the Chapel’s stained glass windows which were detailed in earlier editions. 

1: ”Robert Browne” 2: “Faithful are  
      Imprisoned” 

3: “Pilgrims in  
        Holland” 

4: “Mayflower Sails” 

5: “Plymouth  
       Landing” 

6: “Adoption of the  
Mayflower Compact”   

THOUGHTS TO PONDER... 



PRAISE THE PROSE     Michele Marot, Group Leader 
The Wearing of the Green 

 

     Three leaf clovers, green beer, Green Eggs and Ham, and even the Chicago 
River turning green, all indicate that March 17th is fast approaching, that date 
when everyone seems to be just a wee bit Irish!   
 

     When I was a kid growing up in Burbank in the 1960’s, wearing green on 
Saint Patrick’s Day wasn’t just for luck, it was for self-preservation.  If any kid  
in elementary school wasn’t wearing green, they were leaving themselves open 
to being pinched.  And then we also had some sneaky kids who would discretely 
wear green, perhaps socks, perhaps underwear, so that if they got pinched, 
they would show you their green and then sock you in the arm - hard!  Things 
would escalate.  Is this how gang wars started?  How did all this barbaric  
pinching and punching begin? 
 

     First, a little history.  Saint Patrick used the shamrock, a mystical symbol to 
the Druids, to teach them about the trinity: God, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
are three individual entities (the leaves), yet one and the same.  Fast forward 
about 1200 years: Queen Victoria saw the shamrock as a symbol of rebellion 
against the Crown.  She made it a “capital crime to wear the shamrock on  
military uniforms, punishable by death.”  Of course there was backlash, and the 
practice of defiantly wearing shamrocks on one’s clothing came to be known 
as, “The Wearing of the Green.” Thus, the shamrock had morphed from  
centuries of being a spiritual symbol into becoming a symbol of Irish pride.   
 

     Of course, as a child, I knew none of this.  I just didn’t want to fall victim to 
any St. Patrick’s Day shenanigans (Irish etymology?)! 
 

     Time passed, and I became an adult.  As a counselor at the local Rec Center, 
a Children’s Church teacher, and even as a teacher in middle school, each year 
when March 17th rolled around you’d find me in green head to toe - Kelly, 
chartreuse, avocado, even “puke” green.  My obvious mix of green clothing was 
a blatant attempt to not take any chances! 
 

     In conclusion I’d like to say, whether a Tory or a Whig, a rebel or a patriot, 
wear your green and wear it proudly!  Queen Victoria is long gone (long live the 
queen!), and the wearing of the green is not likely to result in a death sentence.  
Me?  I just want to avoid getting pinched! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
     Michele Marot is a member of the COTC writers group, “Praise the Prose”, that meets 

on the third Saturday of each month.  We are open to all ages, all skill levels, and all  

genres of writing.  For more information, contact Michele at: michelemarot@gmail.com 
 

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

TRUSTEE NEWS               Curtis Leseman, Chair 
 

     The Trustee Board held it’s meeting on February 15, 2022 by ZOOM. The  
Treasurer Report showed a negative cash flow for the month of January as well 
as for the year 2021.  We are finalizing the contract with Aqua Buddies for the 
use of the pool starting in April.  The film industry is active and could yield good 
income this year.  We are preparing the budget for 2022 and hope to present it 
to the Congregation in early of March. 
 

     In other news, we are continuing to do maintenance items on campus, and we 
will be pursuing bids for patching of the parking area. We will be obtaining pricing 
for the replacement of the Bower Hall water heater and dishwasher.  We are  
looking into the possibility of repairing the church golf cart in lieu of replacement. 
 

     Looking forward to Spring and the beginning of the Easter activities. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Curtis Leseman 

 
 

DEACON NEWS         Greg Abbott, Chair 
 

     The Deacons have not met in awhile so there is not a lot to report.  I did hear 
from the Children’s Bureau so at least we now have a contact point, if we chose 
to go in that direction.  So anyway, I would like to spend some time talking about 
what Deacons do:  
 

• As I just talked about, we are responsible for orchestrating the Christmas  
     Families Program and Christmas in July.  
• We support the minister in meeting the spiritual needs of the congregation.  
• One of the neat things we do is mail birthday cards to everyone for whom we 

have contact information. We also send cards on other occasions.  
• We are responsible for setting up and serving communion.  This has always 

been my favorite part of being a Deacon.  Years ago, we would bring elements 
directly to the congregation.  We were dressed in black and there was a very 
specific choreography.  It was lovely, but labor–intensive and time consuming. 
For many years we only served every other month. Eventually we transitioned 
to a modified intinction service, but that has fallen away due to the pandemic. 
Hopefully we will be able to transition back to a modified intinction very soon.  

 

     Anyone interested in joining us? See Ginger Wright or me.  We would be glad 
to have you.    Greg 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP DRIVE:  Stewardship: A way of living... 
 

     Estimate of Giving cards are available in the office for those who have not 
yet submitted one.  Knowing the potential level of giving helps the church  
immensely as we continue to serve the needs of our church community.  
Thank you for the blessing of your generosity! 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

4     RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
         11am to 5pm Bower Hall 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
 

5     1   COUNCIL MEETING  
 
9:00am Pre School  
9:30am Crafting 
10:00am 10 at 10 
12Noon Brown Bag Bible* 
 

*Subject to Change * 

2        ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

3 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
 

6   COMMUNION SUNDAY 
         

10:30am Worship Service  
In Sanctuary  and Streaming Live 
via Facebook 
 
RACIAL EQUITY DISCUSSION 
       via zoom ~ 1PM 

7  
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Sea Scouts 

8    
 
9:00am Pre School  
9:30am Crafting 
10:00am 10 at 10 
12Noon Brown Bag Bible* 
 
*Subject to Change  

9       
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

10     
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
 

11 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 

12      

13   DAY LIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS 
       CWS MEETING 
        
10:30am Worship Service  
In Sanctuary  and Streaming Live 
via Facebook 

14    
  
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Sea Scouts 

15   TRUSTEE MEETING 
 
9:00am Pre School  
9:30am Crafting 
10:00am 10 at 10 
12Noon Brown Bag Bible* 
 
 

*Subject to Change  

16      
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study  
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

17    HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY  
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
 

18 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 

19     
 
COTC WRITERS GROUP 
12NOON IN DRIER HALL 

20      
 
10:30am Worship Service  
In Sanctuary  and Streaming Live 
via Facebook 

21      
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Sea Scouts 

22     
 
9:00am Pre School  
9:30am Crafting 
10:00am 10 at 10 
12Noon Brown Bag Bible* 
 

*Subject to Change  

23 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study  
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

24    VESPERS ~ 6:30pm* 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Cub Scouts  
 

*Subject to change... 

25        
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
 

26       

27    CE BOARD MEETING  
         11:45am — HH Patio 
 
10:30am Worship Service  
In Sanctuary  and Streaming Live 
via Facebook 

28 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Sea Scouts 

29 
 
9:00am Pre School  
9:30am Crafting 
10:00am 10 at 10 
12Noon Brown Bag Bible* 
 

*Subject to Change  

30 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 
7:00pm Women’s Bible Study  
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

31 
 
9:00am Pre School  
10:00am 10 at 10 

  

       

MARCH 2022 
 


