
To understand how receptive the general 
public is to the idea of living in a tiny village. 
Part of the proposed pilot process includes 
running an engagement workshop with 
the general public in the Tower Hamlets 
area to gather data, generate discourse 
and research local opinions on tiny home 
communal living. Doing so will inform 
the conceptual design, and address any 
prevalent issues regarding communal living 
and inherent problems within the site.

The community engagement will gather all 
necessary data regarding concerns of living 
in a tiny home, preliminary conceptual 
designs and tiny village masterplans. Data 
research will question the factors that make 
tiny home living a welcoming idea, the 
various aspects and concerns of communal 
lifestyle and address any stigma surrounding 
tiny home communal living. This data will 
then be utilised as part of the pilot proposal 
to the local council.

Data regarding chosen sites will have to be 
gathered to identify the various topological 
aspects any terrain will need to sustain a tiny 
village. Security and amenities that allow the 
community to generate funds are essential 
and site properties will determine the 
attainability of such facilities. A list of criteria 
that identifies these factors is created to 
help expedite the process of site selection.

After an appropriate site has been chosen, a 
process of greening of the site should occur. 
Doing this will encourage the formation of 
a local identity and forge communal bonds. 
After prevalent greening, a microclimate 
can be created, leading to an increasingly 
desirable and pleasant space to inhabit in. 
The greening process will be a community 
led activity, which will lead to further 
community-driven initiatives.

Creating spaces that provide services and 
amenities such as workshops and seminars will 
help foster community relationships. Taking 
a page out of Stepney City Farm in Hackney, 
any commune of tiny home will benefit from 
facilities that provide its residents a platform to 
connect with one another and learn new skills 
together. Fostering strong communal bonds 
is important in maintaining the longevity, and 
hence sustainability, in any given community.
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18th CENTURY
The Industrial 
Revolution.

1914-1918
World War I

1939-1945
World War II

1918
Tudor Walters Report
(Tudor Walters Committee)

WWI, Government required council 
to provide housing, built to the Tudor 
Walters Standards. Homes fit for 
heroes.

1919
The Addison Act of 1919. A Housing and 
Town Planning Act which saw a rise 
in demand for working-class housing. 
The first social houses were built.

1945
End of WWII. 
Countless buildings 
and infrastructures 
fell as a result of 
war. 

Rise in demand for 
housing resulting 
in building industry 
boom.

1950s
Sudden influx of 
people into cities, 
further exacerbated 
by refugees of war.

This saw a rise in 
housing demand 
and a lack in supply 
of it.

1950 - 2000
Demand of housing had to be 
quickly met, and many housing 
development were quickly built 
to accomodate.

Due to rushed and unregulated 
construction, these houses are 
unfit for habitation.

1980s
Right to Buy Scheme Initiated.

2000s
Land ownership in the past and 
generational wealth created 
an economical divide between 
general public and wealthy few. 

Privatised land resulted in high 
rental cost, affecting housing 
affordability for low-income 
households.

Poor housing conditions and 
post war economy provided an 
impetus leading to poor physical 
& mental health.

2010s
Underlying health issues stemmed 
from poor housing conditions, 
causing lower quality of life further 
exacerbated by the Covid-19 
Pandemic. Poor economical activity 
resulted in rising cost of living, 
including home ownership.

2016
The Paris Agreement

2017
Grenfell Tragedy

2018
Building Regulations Amendment

2021
Fire Safety Act

2018
Community Led Housing (CLH)  
organisation established.

2019
Many families are struggling, 
low income households are most 
susceptible to living in poor housing 
conditions, affecting health and 
overall mental and economical 
stability.

2021
With much housing crises 
prevalent in today’s urban 
world. Like minded people 
have come together to form 
Homefolk, an organisation 
created to tackle the 
housing issue in London.

2022
Homefolk becomes social enterprise 
(CIC).

2023
Homefolk collaboration with :

University of Sheffield   Architecture
University of Glasgow   Law
Queen Mary University   Medicine

2024
University of Sheffield Live Projects 
Begin!

University of Sheffield Live Project 
Team 10 London Site Visit. (Tower 
Hamlets)

Planning of Pilot Urban Room and 
Community Engagement for Tiny 
Village.

2025
Pilot Urban Room Commence!

Setup Urban Room and BBQ! Appraise 
security and Tiny Village / Homes 
information discourse.

Gathering of data from community 
engagement.

2026
Planning for Tiny Village 
Pilot for Council Approval.

2027
Council Approved. Procurement of 
funding from investors.

Tender Tiny Village Pilot for 
construction.

Begin first phase construction of 
Tiny Village Pilot.

2028
Begin construction of Tiny 
Village.

Organise community events 
(e.g Greening the Site) to foster 
community relations.

Construct community-driven 
facilities.

Build Tiny Homes and 
communal facilities.

2030
Tiny Village built and 
residents moved in.

Residents can save 
more income beacuse 
of Homefolk’s affordable 
housing, and are protected 
from no fault evictions or 
surprise rent hikes.

The Tiny Village residents can 
share resources and work 
together in their unique co-
housing community.


