
Please provide a document (up to 500 words) outlining the narrative history of the 
animal’s life to date/career

K9 Tambo

K9 Tambo is a remarkable 10-year-old German Shepherd whose life has been defined 
by dedication, courage, and service. Born with a strong working drive and intelligence, 
Tambo was selected early on for a career in law enforcement as an Explosive Detection 
K9 within the Federal Police’s Law Enforcement Intelligence Community. Over the 
course of approximately seven years, Tambo distinguished himself as an invaluable 
asset in one of the East Coast’s busiest and most successful K9 units.

From the beginning of his career, K9 Tambo demonstrated exceptional skill and tenacity 
in his work. His primary role was to detect explosives and ensure public safety in high-
risk environments. Over his tenure, Tambo conducted more than 10,000 vehicle 
searches, a number that is virtually unprecedented in the explosive detection 
community. He also responded to over 500 calls for service, consistently showing 
reliability, precision, and an unwavering commitment to the mission.

Tambo’s contributions extended beyond routine operations. He played an essential role 
in securing national events of critical importance. In 2017, he was deployed to provide 
explosive detection support during the Presidential Inauguration, a high-profile 
assignment that demanded the highest level of expertise and composure. Additionally, 
Tambo was integral in maintaining security at major sporting events held at venues such 
as Camden Yards, M&T Bank Stadium, and the Navy/Marine Corps Stadium. His 
expertise was also called upon by various dignitaries and local law enforcement 
agencies throughout the greater Washington, D.C. area, further demonstrating the trust 
and respect he earned within the law enforcement community.

Unfortunately, K9 Tambo’s active career was cut short due to an injury to his right 
carpus, which impaired his ability to perform at the demanding standard required by his 
unit. Despite this setback, Tambo’s story did not end with retirement. Shortly after 
stepping away from active duty, he suffered additional injuries, tearing both of his ACLs. 



This severely limited his mobility and quality of life, making everyday movement difficult 
for the once vigorous canine.

Recognizing his distinguished service and urgent medical needs, Project K9 Hero 
accepted K9 Tambo into their care as Member #203. This organization fully funded the 
surgeries and medical treatments required to restore his health. Thanks to their support, 
Tambo regained his mobility and quality of life, allowing him to transition from an active 
service dog to an ambassador for the program.

In his new role, K9 Tambo has continued to make a significant impact. He has 
participated in numerous public appearances, including fundraisers for fallen police 
officers and advocacy efforts to promote the K9 Hero Act, aimed at securing better 
support and protections for working service dogs. His visits to the U.S. Capitol with 
Project K9 Hero’s founder, Jason Johnson, have helped raise awareness and garner 
legislative support for these important causes.

K9 Tambo’s contributions have been recognized beyond law enforcement circles. In 
2024, he was honored by the Baltimore Orioles alongside the Project K9 Hero team, 
celebrating his service and ongoing advocacy. Most recently, on his 11th birthday, he 
was honored by the Philadelphia Phillies during their salute to service, further 
cementing his legacy as a national hero and ambassador.

Throughout his life, K9 Tambo has exemplified loyalty, courage, and resilience. His 
extraordinary career, marked by a record number of detection searches, his critical role 
in high-profile national security events, and his continued dedication post-retirement, 
stands as a testament to the vital role service animals play in protecting communities 
and supporting law enforcement efforts. K9 Tambo’s narrative is one of selfless service 
and ongoing impact, making him truly deserving of recognition and honor.


