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To Whom It May Concern,
It is with the utmost respect and admiration that I recommend K9 Tambo and his handler, Chris Bingham, for formal commendation and recognition for their extraordinary service, dedication, and contributions to public safety and national security.
K9 Tambo is a tenacious and intelligent German Shepherd whose career embodies the highest ideals of law enforcement service. For more than seven years, he served within the Federal Police’s Law Enforcement Intelligence Community as an Explosive Detection Canine. During this time, he conducted over 10,000 vehicle searches, an astounding figure in our profession, and responded to more than 500 calls for service. These numbers are not simply statistics, they represent thousands of lives protected and communities kept safe because of his vigilance, accuracy, and steadfast commitment.
Under the skilled guidance and unwavering professionalism of his handler, Chris Bingham, Tambo distinguished himself in some of the most high-pressure environments imaginable. His deployments included national security events such as the 2017 Presidential Inauguration and numerous high-attendance venues like M&T Bank Stadium, Camden Yards, and the Navy/Marine Corps Stadium. Tambo was consistently relied upon to protect high-value targets and locations, including operations in support of visiting dignitaries and collaborative efforts with local and federal agencies.
Even after sustaining career-ending injuries, including a damaged carpal joint and bilateral ACL tears, Tambo’s legacy of service did not end. Through the support of Project K9 Hero, Tambo underwent life-altering surgeries that restored his mobility and allowed him to take on a new mission: advocacy. As an ambassador for retired service dogs, he has traveled the country alongside Chris Bingham and Project K9 Hero’s founder, Jason Johnson, to advocate for the K9 Hero Act and raise awareness on Capitol Hill for better protection for working canines.
Tambo’s heroism and impact have not gone unnoticed. He has been honored by major league sports organizations including the Baltimore Orioles and the Philadelphia Phillies, not simply as a ceremonial guest, but as a living symbol of courage, sacrifice, and the enduring bond between handler and canine.
As a former senior executive within the U.S. Border Patrol and now as Chief Operating Officer of a leading canine training and services company, I have witnessed many examples of excellence in the field. Few have approached the level of service, sacrifice, and sustained impact demonstrated by K9 Tambo and Chris Bingham. Their partnership is a model of what our profession aspires to be: disciplined, courageous, mission-focused, and selfless.
I wholeheartedly endorse this team for all commendations befitting their extraordinary contribution to our nation’s safety and to the advancement of working canine programs across the country.
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