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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The purpose of the Texas Gourd Society is to promote interest in and 

appreciation of gourds, both to our membership and to the general public. We 

will do this by sharing information through education, meetings, 

festivals and shows related to the culture, history, uses, crafting and artistry 

of gourds.  

 

 

 

2025 TEXAS GOURD SOCIETY OFFICERS 

 
 

Becky Klix - President 

Marla Garber - Vice President 

Rona Thornton - Treasurer 

Debbie Garcia - Secretary 

Paul Butcher - Membership 

David Cleaveland - Immediate Past President 

Cathy West – Gourdzette Editor 

 

 

TEXAS GOURD SOCIETY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Fredia Carron – Director  Term 2025  2028 

Sue Haberer – Director       Term 2024 – 2026 

Barbie Holton- Director   Term 2024 - 2026 

Anne Raspery – Director             Term 2025 - 2028 

Lynda Smith – Director            Term 2025 - 2028 

Mari Tarver - Director          Term 2025 - 2028 
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Presidents Message 

 Hello Fellow Gourders! 

I would like to start by sending our thoughts and prayers to those affected by the recent 

floods. We are holding you in our hearts during this challenging time. 

Can you believe we're just three months away from the 30th Annual Lone Star Gourd 

Festival? Mark your calendars for October 17th and 18th and join us at the Dripping 

Springs Ranch Park in beautiful Dripping Springs, TX. And don't forget, classes will be held 

on October 16th, 17th, and 18th, so there's plenty to look forward to! 

I hope everyone is hard at work on their competition pieces. This year's open theme is "Cactus," and we can't 

wait to see your creative interpretations. For early registration and more information, be sure to visit our 

website at www.texasgourdsociety.org where you can also find the application form. 

Class registration is now open, and we have an incredible lineup of classes to choose from. We encourage you 

to support our talented teachers and the Texas Gourd Society by taking a class. You'll gain new skills and make 

wonderful connections within our gourd community. 

Booth applications are also being accepted for gourd vendors, woodworkers, basket weavers, painters, 

stained glass artists, and leather toolers. If you're interested, you can find the application form on our website. 

It's a fantastic opportunity to showcase your work and connect with fellow artists. 

This year, the Ways and Means committee will be setting up a TGS Store where the items will be sold at fixed 

prices. We're accepting donations of new or gently used gourd crafts, books, and art supplies.  We are also 

accepting finished gourd art donations that will be used as door prizes. All proceeds will go to support TGS. For 

more information or if you have any questions, please feel free to email us at 

texasgourdsociety@hotmail.com. 

We're also looking for volunteers to lend a helping hand at the festival. There are opportunities to assist with 

competitions, admissions, membership, and the Ways and Means committee. If you're interested in 

volunteering, please email us with your available dates and times at texadgourdsociety@hotmail.com 

Lastly, our Annual Fall Membership Meeting will be held on Friday, October 17th, starting at 5:30 PM in the 

vendor area. We look forward to seeing everyone there and catching up on all the latest gourd news. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, and we can't wait to celebrate our 30th annual festival with you all! 

Happy Gourding, 

Becky Klix 

 

 

 

 

http://www.texasgourdsociety.org/
mailto:texasgourdsociety@hotmail.com
mailto:texadgourdsociety@hotmail.com
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TGS PATCH HAPPENING’S 

 
 

Capital of Texas Gourd Patch 

No patch news reported 

Cowtown Gourd Patch 

No patch news reported 

 

Dallas Gourd Patch  

No patch news reported 

Bay Area Gourd Patch 

No patch news reported 
   

 Southeast Gourd Patch 
No patch news reported 

Guadelupe Gourd Patch 

No patch news reported 

West Texas Gourd Patch 

No news from the West Texas Gourd Patch this Quarter.  

Community Outreach Events / Imagination Station 

No patch news reported 
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On July 4th, 2025, the Hill Country communities of Hunt, 

Ingram, Kerrville, Centerpoint, Texas, and those downstream 

on the Guadalupe River experienced a devastating flood. 

The Texas Gourd Society has a long history with gourd festivals, 

KACC shows, and wonderful artists in the hill country.  We 

mourn for the loss of life, property, and history that occurred 

during the floods.  Our thoughts and prayers are with those 

effected by the floods.  We stand with Kerrville as they recover.  
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UPDATE ON THE 30TH ANNUAL LONE STAR GOURD FESTIVAL 
PRESENT BY THE TEXAS GOURD SOCIETY 

 
 

The 30th annual Lone Star Gourd Festival will be held on October 17-18, 2025 at Dripping 
Springs Ranch Park in Dripping Springs, Texas.   
 
Call for Vendors, Teachers and Competition entries has already gone out.  You can find 
information about each of the subjects at the following link.  
https://texasgourdsociety.org/festival-information  
 
This years special category for competition will be Cactus.  So start planning your entry.  
 
Volunteers are needed for membership, admissions, and competition.  If you have time to 
spare and plan on attending the festival please contact Becky Klix 
at  texasgourdsociety@hotmail.com 
 
Start now making your travel plans and let’s make this a festival to remember!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://texasgourdsociety.org/festival-information
mailto:texasgourdsociety@hotmail.com
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WELBURN GOURD FESTIVAL RETURNS 

I had the opportunity this year to visit the Welburn Gourd Festival in Fallbrook, California.  

Welburn Gourd Farm recently changed ownership, and new owners Jaime Weber and Daniel Mole 

committed to bringing back this festival that had been very popular in the past.  The festival was 

held on May 22-25, 2025 and included workshops and gourd classes, vendors, live music, and 

food.   

The festival also hosted  a gourd art competition in coordination with the California Gourd Society.   

Some beautiful gourd art was on display by the talented artists in the California Gourd Society.  

Below are some pictures of the fun at the festival and some of the great art on display. 
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is only as good as the information we get from our members.  We want to hear from 


