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LOWER COST. BETTER AVAILABILITY. LOCAL SERVICE.

Oil Prices Are Rising: What Drivers Need To Know

June 16,2026

A global supply disruption is affecting the production of full synthetic motor oils, and drivers may begin
noticing higher prices and fewer product choices in the months ahead. The issue stems from shortages of
Group Ill base oil, a key ingredient used in many synthetic motor oils, particularly popular grades like OW-20.
Attacks on key plants in Qatar have created supply disruptions in the Middle East and have reduced global
availability and increased costs throughout the lubricant industry.

What Does This Mean for You?

While experts do not expect the U.S. to run out of motor oil, drivers should anticipate:
« Higher synthetic motor oil prices
* Increased oil change costs
* Fewer promotional discounts
* Occasional shortages of certain oil grades
* More recommendations for approved substitute products
« Typical full synthetic oil change price increase of $25 or more

Our Advice

If your vehicle is due for service, don't delay routine oil changes—especially if your vehicle requires low-
viscosity synthetic oils such as OW-20. If product availability becomes limited, quality alternatives such as
Starfire® motor oils can provide the same API-certified protection and performance as many major brands,
often with better value thanks to their U.S.-based, low-overhead distribution model.

Looking Ahead

Supply pressures are expected to continue through late 2026 and potentially into 2027 before new
production capacity comes online. In the meantime, staying current with scheduled maintenance is the best
way to protect your vehicle and avoid potential service delays.

Bottom Line

Your vehicle will continue to get the protection it needs, but synthetic motor oil prices are likely to rise and
some products may become harder to find. Staying proactive with maintenance and using manufacturer-
approved lubricants will help keep your vehicle running smooth.
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