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  I can’t believe that it is time to start 
thinking about November events:  In-
Gathering on November 2, All Saints 
Day on November 3, UMYF Hot Potato 
Bar on November 6, Veterans Day on 
November 11, Christ the King Sunday 
on November 24 (which is also Hanging 
of the Greens Sunday) and Thanksgiving 
Day on November 28.  And then we will 
begin the Advent Season on December 1 
which will include an Advent Study. 
  It makes me tired thinking about all 
there is to do and I’m still trying to re-
cover from my October trip to Greece 
and Turkey which took me halfway 
around the world from here, a total of 
eight time zones – about a twelve-hour 
flight from Chicago to Istanbul.  This trip 
included eight flights, eight hotels, over 
140 hours of bus travel, 15,000 – 20,000 
steps per day on my tracker, over 28 
hours of flight time and over 24 hours of 
being awake the day we returned.  Over 
the course of the two weeks together on 
the trip, many of us picked up colds and 
viruses.  My roommate ended up with 
bronchitis and was sick most of the trip, 
and I started getting sick the last couple 
days of the trip and am still battling a 
virus.  It was a grueling schedule, getting 
up most mornings between 5:30-6:30 
AM, on the road between 7:30-8:30 AM, 
a full day of climbing hills and cobble 
stone roads and lots of steps and then 
getting back to the hotel about 6:00 PM 
to eat a quick supper and repack our suit-
cases for the next day.  I was also asked 
to organize devotions and be the song 
leader for our devotion times during the 
trip, so I posted words to hymns either 
when I got back each day or as we trav-
eled on the bus.   
  My head is still spinning from all I’ve 
seen and experienced, and I haven’t even 
wrapped my mind around how the Apos-
tle Paul did all this travel and ministry in 
places that were foreign and strange, 
people who had worshipped idols and 
other gods in pagan religions, and did it 

all by foot or on ships.  As I left for the 
trip, I wondered how we would be re-
ceived as travelers from the US, but we 
were met with kindness and hospitality 
in every place we traveled.  That con-
firmed the need to focus on kindness for 
the month November in my sermons, as 
we think about how divided and polar-
ized the toxic political climate has sepa-
rated us and yet calls us as Christians, to 
continue to build deep and meaningful 
relationships with each other, as we con-
tinue to focus on the ministry of Jesus to 
be a beloved community that bridges 
political and theological divides, no mat-
ter what part of the world we live in.  
  In September, I attended the Leadership 
Institute at the Church of the Resurrec-
tion in Kansas City.  They challenged us 
to join them in a “kindness campaign” to 
cultivate kindness, compassion, humility, 
respect and love for one another and for 

the good of all the world, no matter what 
political party or ideology we might 
choose.  Let’s choose to discover the 
beauty that can be created when we work 
together to make the world a better place.  
We begin with the Golden Rule which is 

a common value of nearly every reli-
gious denomination around the world.  
We hear the familiar words: “Do unto 
others, as you would want them to do 
unto you.”  I pray that you as you move 
through the month of November and 

think about those things for which you 
are thankful, be thankful first of all that 
God has showed us a love that inspires 
us to love others, as God loves us.  You 
can start with the suggestions on the 30 
Acts of Kindness you will find later in 
the newsletter.  Give thanks that God 

will help us be faithful in sharing kind-
ness.    

   
 

 

Greetings, Brothers & Sisters in Christ! 

N E W S  F R O M  

 

Grace United Methodist Church  

745 Washington St   PO Box 60  

Lamont, Iowa 50650 

LamontAurora@gmail.com 

www.LamontAuroraIowaUMC.com  

 

Aurora United Methodist Church 

506 Luella St   PO Box 143 

Aurora, Iowa 50607 

 

Pastoral Care 

Pastor Lisa Schroeder 

(319) 325-4566 

Lisaschroederpastor@gmail.com  

 

Prayer Chain 

Jane Richmond  - (563) 933-6248 

 

Church Food Pantry 

Deb Brown or Jane Richmond 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 

Kay Hoffman - (319) 361-8100 

 

District Superintendent 

 

 

 

Iowa Annual Conference of the  

United Methodist Church 

www.iaumc.org 

 

SPRC Chair 

Jerry Griffin - (319) 202-4592 

 

Administrative Council Chair  

John Cook 

 

Sunday School 

Julie Mather 

Brettjuliemather@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary 

Joanne Lamphier 

HBLF4U@gmail.com 

(319) 213-2541 
 

Church Treasurer 

Nicole Goedken 

ngoedken91@outlook.com 

(563) 608-2225 

 

Other Contacts 

JoAnn Crow—(563) 920-5273 

Deb Brown—(563) 920-5450 

Jane Richmond —(563) 933-6248 



 

 

This & That 
  Dollar Fresh MANCHESTER is 
now providing food for our church 
food pantry.  Please support them 
as much as possible as a thank 
you.  Joe Rawson has been con-
tacting Jane and Deb when he has 
food available for the them to pick 
up. 
 
  Jerry Griffin, JoAnn Crow, Jarrod 
& Joanne Lamphier attended the 
2024 Charge Conference in Edge-
wood on Sunday, October 13, 
2024.   
 
  JoAnn and Terry Crow drove to 
Jefferson Iowa to be trained and 
pickup a plastic bag loom.  This 
loom will be utilized by the UMYF 
as a mission project.  The entire 
church is encouraged to bring their 
extra plastic shopping bags with 
them to drop off so they can be 
made into mats for the homeless. 
 
  Pastor Lisa spent time on a trip to 
Turkey and Greece to fulfill her 
Continuing Education and Spiritual 
Growth allowance.   JoAnn Crow 
and Josh Troutman filled in for 
pastor. Pastor Moody also filled in 
while Lisa was in Kansas City for 
her Leadership Institute Confer-
ence. 
 
  Missionary Doug Williams came 
to Lamont on Sunday, October 27, 
2024 to speak of his missionary 
work and experiences in Argenti-
na.  A light supper was served af-
terwards.    
 
  There were some uninvited 
guests to worship service on Sun-
day, October 20, 2024.  These 

guests were of the “flying” kind.  
There were wasps flying around 
and swarming near the ceiling 
where the ceiling fans are in-
stalled.  A solution to get them re-
moved from the sanctuary is un-
derway. 
 
  JoAnn Crow drove to Cedar Falls  
on November 2, 2024 to deliver 
the InGathering kits and money for 
the blankets. 
 
  Pastor Lisa returned from her trip 
to Turkey and Greece very ill.  She 
was down for several days includ-
ing missing in-person worship ser-
vice the Sunday afterwards.  Jo-
Ann Crow covered for her. 
 
  Christmas Shoeboxes will be col-
lected here in November. 
 
  The UMYF is planning a Baked 
Potato Bar fundraiser on Novem-
ber 6 at the Grace Lamont. 
 
  Be sure to call the Common 
Grounds by Friday to pick up your 
lunch on the following Wednesday.  
These volunteers work hard to 
bring a great homemade lunch to 
the community.   
 
  Once a month, the Aurora Legion 
is serving breakfast.  This is such a 
great meal.  If you haven’t been 
there, you really need to make the 
trip. 
 
  The Livestream service has been 
well received.  We are getting 
many visitors watching the videos.  
The AV team is working on getting 
it connected to YouTube as well. 
 

  Our website visits have been in-
creasing.  You can check it out at 
www.LamontAuroraIowaUMC.com 
 
  Cards are always nice to receive.  
Check out the Card Shower sec-
tion for addresses. 
 
  Sunday School has been back in 
session and starts approx 10:15 
a.m.  after worship service.  If you 
know any children that would enjoy 
getting together with other children 
they are all invited.  This is open to 
all children of the community. 
 

Grace Food Pantry 
Thank you all that keep our Matthew 

25 project going! We are truly 

blessed. We are able to help many 

community families.  Anyone in need 

of food, please contact Deb Brown 

or Jane Richmond. 

 

Food Pantry Needs: 
Canned Fruit; Dish detergent; 

Laundry detergent 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 
When:    Typically the 4th Wednes-

day of the month at 3:30 p.m.  But 

their Holiday Schedule is:  Thursday, 

Nov 21 & Dec 19    Where:   Line up 

in the alley behind the fire station in 

Lamont.    Note:      Bring two empty 

boxes to exchange for full boxes. 

 

Hospitality Signup 
Each Sunday after worship service, 

everyone is invited for fellowship.  

Goodies and coffee is served.  If you 

would like to signup to bring treats, 

the notebook is in the library. 



 

 

Prairie Hills Worship 
Join us on the 4th Wednesday every month at 9 am in In-

dependence at Prairie Hills Assisted Living.   

 

Working Hands 
Typically meets the 2nd Saturday of each month at 9:00 

a.m. at GUMC in If you crochet or knit or sew, please come 

and join us or just come to see what we are up to! 

 

Offertory 
If you are unable to make it in-person, offertories can be 

mailed to your church at the address on page 1 of this 

newsletter. 
 

SPRC/AD Council Meeting 
The 2nd Monday of the month at 6pm in the basement 
Grace Lamont 

 

Lamont Community Club Meeting 
2nd Tuesdays of the month at the Lamont Community Cen-
ter.  Checkout their facebook page for more details. 

 

Common Grounds Meeting 
The 2nd Tuesday of the month at 10am at the Common 
Grounds.  Checkout their facebook page for more details. 

 

Lamont City Council Meeting 
The 2nd Wednesday of the month at City Hall 7pm 

 

Card Shower 
Karen Murley 
Edgewood Convalescent Home; 513 Bell St 
Edgewood, IA 52042 
 
Harlan Murley 
Lincolnwood Assisted Living; PO Box 10 
Edgewood, IA 52042 
 

Mission Statement 
Making God’s love and grace known to all of his children.       

 

Vision Statement 
To see God’s grace and love made known to all of His chil-

dren regardless of age, race, ethnic background, gender, 

marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, socio-economic status,   religious  prefer-

ence or any other human condition.    
 

 

 



 

 

United Women in Faith 
  October 8, 2024 - Pres. Jane opened the meeting at 
1:30 with Psalm 55:22, 8 members present. 

  Deb read the Least Coin. The Sept. minutes were 
read with amended dates of Oct 8-23 for Pastor’s 
Greece/Turkey trip; minutes accepted. 

  Treasury is $3238.23 now with all bills paid from the 
Fall Supper except for possibly advertising. The profit 
was $4177.27. A generous member donated the cost 
of the steak ($505.49). 131 meals were served. Possi-
ble tweaks to consider for next year: fine tune the serv-
ing sizes, send postcards before hand. All went well+ 
customers liked the variety of desserts. JoAnn report-
ed from the district meeting new info about our ac-
count :she will consult with local bank about changing 
the name on our checks from UMW to UW in Faith. 

  Pie Fund is $1498.32 

  OLD BUSINESS: 

  The Crows will go to Midwest Missions in Jefferson 
on Oct 14 to buy the loom for UMYF to make plastic 
bag mattresses and be trained. The Lamont Fire Dept. 
is also donating surplus equipment to the Missions. 

  NEW BUSINESS: 

  We selected 2 people to receive Mission Recognition 
pins.    Nov 6 the Youth will have a potato bar from 5-
6:30 PM. 

  Oct 24 the city will have a public workshop from 9-3 
PM about preventing falls at the Community Room, a 
$25 donation is suggested but not necessary. 

  Blankets & kits for Ingathering will be blessed Oct 27 
at service. UM in F will buy 5 blankets with our extra 
change jar money. 

  Pastor Doug will share his experiences of his Argen-
tine mission also on Oct 27 at 3:30 PM with a light sup-
per to follow. 

  We will be doing the Christmas boxes for Samaritans 
Purse again, possibly due Nov 17-more info to come. 

  Marcia moved, JoAnn seconded a motion to keep the 
same officers for 2025. But next year we will need a 
nomination for President; 2025 will be Jane’s last term. 

  Deb did the lesson, Joyce was hostess. 

  Next meeting will be Tues. Nov 12. JoAnn will have 
the lesson; everyone is to bring a sample of their favor-
ite appetizer; Marcia will be hostess. 

  Glenda, Secretary 

November  Communion 
Server - Terry Crow 

Supplies - JoAnn Crow 

December  Communion 
Server - John Richmond 

Supplies - Jane Richmond 

Ushers 
Nov 3 - Elaine B & Marcia M 

Nov 24 - Leon G & Randy M 

 

Dec 1 - Brittany & Nicole 

Dec 22 - John & Jane Richmond 
 

Scripture Readers 
Nov 3 - Kaye Downer 

Nov 24 - Leon Goedken 

 

Dec 1 - Elaine Bliss 

Dec 22 - John Richmond 

 



 

 



 

 

Reverand Doug Williams, Missionary spent a few hours at Grace Lamont United Methodist 
Church on Sunday, October 27, 2024.  He spoke of his work and experiences in Argentina.  
Following the presentation, a light supper was served.  

The UMYF group has been working 
diligently on one of their mission pro-
jects.  They purchased a loom that 
utilizes your plastic shopping bags to 
make heavy blankets for those in 
need of some warmth.   
 
The UMYF meets twice a month on 
Wednesday nights. All area kids from 
6th to 12th grade are welcome to join.  
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