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  As we begin the month of October, I 
am taking a big breath – inhale – ex-
hale!  September was a jam-packed 
month and October will be just as 
full!  We have much to celebrate!  
Sunday School and Youth Group are 
meeting in Lamont and Strawberry 
Point is working on setting a sched-
ule as we recruit some more people 
to help!  Over forty people gathered 
in Oelwein from several of the 
churches in our circuit to enjoy a fun 
day and play family feud!  Our Joint 
SPRC members met and approved 
forms for the Charge Conference 
coming up in October.  Lamont held 
their Swiss Steak Supper with over 
130 meals served and over $3,000 
raised.  The District United Women in 
Faith Annual Meeting was held at 
Strawberry Point UMC and over fifty 
ladies attended, including leaders 
from the District and the Conference.  
We had a wonderful day of hearing 
what churches are doing, worship-
ping together, listening to a repre-
sentative from Families Forward 
(formerly Bidwell Riverside and Haw-
thorne House) about the huge num-
ber of people they are assisting.  We 
ended the month with a joint worship 
service at Lamont with Rev. Moody 
Colorado leading worship and heard 
about his wonderful mission work in 
the Philippines. 
  I was excited to attend the Leader-
ship Institute Conference at the 
Church of the Resurrection in Kan-
sas City again, driving down on Sep-
tember 24 and attending the confer-
ence from September 25-27.  We 
hear from so many excellent speak-
ers and get great ideas for ministry, 
along with amazing times of worship 
with their orchestra, praise bands 
and huge choir!  Then I will have to 
get ready for my educational trip to 

Greece and Turkiye with the Iowa 
Conference Bishop and other mem-
bers of the Iowa Annual Conference.  
I have not been taking my recom-
mended spiritual growth time so I’m 
hoping this will be a time of renewal 
and spiritual growth for me personal-
ly.  I’m running close to empty!  
Please pray for our safety while trav-
eling and that all travel and accom-
modations will go as planned and we 
will not be affected by illness or any 
of the craziness in the Middle East.   
  On October 6 we will celebrate 
World Communion Sunday as we 
remember churches around the 
world are sharing communion!  Octo-
ber also is an important time for our 
churches to gather in Edgewood on 
Sunday, October 13 at 6:00 PM for 
our Annual Charge Conference.  I 
pray that many of you will attend 
since I will be in Greece!  I need you 
to tell all the other churches how 
hard we are working and how God is 
blessing us!  JoAnn Crow and Josh 
Troutman will be preaching the two 
Sundays I will be gone.  On October 
27, we will be blessing all the health 
kits and school kits and blankets for 
In-Gathering.  As we move into the 
fall season, give thanks for the good 
weather we have had to grow crops 
and pray for all the farmers and 
those involved in bringing in the har-
vest.  May God protect them and 
keep them safe!  Pray that we will 
share our blessings with those in 
need!   

 
 

 

Greetings, Brothers & Sisters in Christ! 

N E W S  F R O M  

 

Grace United Methodist Church  

745 Washington St   PO Box 60  

Lamont, Iowa 50650 

LamontAurora@gmail.com 

www.LamontAuroraIowaUMC.com  

 

Aurora United Methodist Church 

506 Luella St   PO Box 143 

Aurora, Iowa 50607 

 

Pastoral Care 

Pastor Lisa Schroeder 

(319) 325-4566 

Lisaschroederpastor@gmail.com  

 

Prayer Chain 

Jane Richmond  - (563) 933-6248 

 

Church Food Pantry 

Deb Brown or Jane Richmond 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 

Kay Hoffman - (319) 361-8100 

 

District Superintendent 

Moody Colorado 

(319) 458-0745 

Moody.Colorado@iaumc.org 

 

Iowa Annual Conference of the  

United Methodist Church 

www.iaumc.org 

 

SPRC Chair 

Jerry Griffin - (319) 202-4592 

 

Administrative Council Chair  

John Cook 

 

Sunday School 

Julie Mather 

Brettjuliemather@gmail.com 

 

Church Secretary 

Joanne Lamphier 

HBLF4U@gmail.com 

(319) 213-2541 
 

Church Treasurer 

Nicole Goedken 

ngoedken91@outlook.com 

(563) 608-2225 

 

Other Contacts 

Steve Thacher—(563) 920-0945 

JoAnn Crow—(563) 920-5273 

Deb Brown—(563) 920-5450 

Jane Richmond —(563) 933-6248 



 

 

United Women in Faith 
Aug 13 2024  UMF Minutes 
  Pres. Jane opened the meeting 
at 1:31 with 7 members present / 
Pastor was out with covid. Prov-
erbs 3:5-6 was read / Deb read the 
Least Coin. July minutes were 
read and approved. JoAnn report-
ed the treasury balance of 
$665.15. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
  Lamont Day bake sale netted 
$532.10: $482.10 was deposited 
in the pie fund / $50 was paid to 
city for room use. Deb moved, 
Marcia seconded to donate $500 
to Starmont Backpack project. If 
some is left over, it will be donated 
to the school for student personal 
needs during the year. 
  Two Santa figures were donated 
to the Commercial Club Sale and 
were purchased. 
  The remainder of the rhubarb 
pies was sold at the Bake Sale. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
  There will be a brunch after 
church Aug 25 to honor the 
Thachers who will be leaving in 
Sept. for Oregon. Sign-up sheets 
for breakfast casseroles, muffins, 
donuts, etc will be passed around 
in church Aug. 18. 
  The Fall Supper and Country 
Store will be Wed. Sept 18, Joyce 
and JoAnn will organize it. Mark & 
Kathy Adams will prepare the 
swiss steak; we will pay for the 
meat only. Other donations will be 
solicited as in past years. 
  UMF District meeting will be Sept 
21 in Strawberry, 9:30-2:00 pm. 
Each carload is to bring a salad for 
lunch. 
  JoAnn read a fun article from 
Soup for the Soul about score 
boards. Glenda passed around 
photos of Holy Week processions 
in Guatemala taken by her daugh-
ter Heather. 
  Jane did the lesson on Food De-
serts; Deb was hostess. 
  The next meeting will be Tues 
Sept 10 with a guest speaker from 
Hospice. The public is invited to 
come for the presentation. Host-
ess will be Kaye. 
Secretary Glenda. 
 
 
 

Charge Conference 
Sunday, October 13, 2024 
Edgewood Trinity UMC at 6:00 pm.  
Lamont, Strawberry Point,  Aurora, 
Guttenberg, Edgewood, Greeley, 
Volga, Earlville churches will be in 
attendance. 

 

In-Gathering 
KITS AND DONATIONS FOR 
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
BLANKETS DUE TO THE 
CHURCH BY OCTOBER 27! 
 
Blankets - $10  
 
PERSONAL DIGNITY KIT 

1 hand towel – no kitchen towels 

1 washcloth – no dishcloths 

1 adult toothbrush – no multipacks 

1 bar soap – 3-4 oz 

1 shampoo - 12-19 oz 

1 deodorant – 2-3 oz – stick, roll on or 

pump 

1 lotion – 8-10 oz (no pumps) 

Place all items in the resealable plastic 

bag 

$2 donation per kit for carrying bag and 

toothpaste (include on remittance form) 

(do not put cash in the kit – give to 

church and church will write one check) 

 

STUDENT SCHOOL KIT 

3 notebooks – 1 subject spiral 8” x 10 ½” 

1 ruler – 12” long with metric 

6 pencils – unsharpened 

1 pencil sharpener 

1 eraser – 2” or larger 

1 box 12 colored pencils 

1 box 24 crayons 

1 pair student scissors 

1 one-handled cloth bag (find instruc-

tions and patterns online at midwestmis-

sion.org/patterns) 

Place all items in the cloth bag or a plas-

tic grocery bag 

 

Pastor’s Sympathy 
Please keep Ken Magsamen family 
and friends in your prayers.  He 
passed away Sunday, September 
15, 2024. 

Missionary Doug Williams 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Pastor Doug Williams of 

the Grace Lamont United Method-

ist Church will be returning on 
Sunday October 27th at 3:30 pm 

to share about his missionary work 

in Argentina.  A light supper will 

follow.  All are welcome to join. 

 

Pastor’s Thank You’s 
Thank you to everyone who at-
tended the Circuit Picnic in Oel-
wein!  There will be a rematch of 
family feud again!   
 
Thank you to everyone who 
helped make the Lamont Swiss 
Steak Supper an amazing event!  
To all who planned, shopped, 
made donations, cooked, decorat-
ed, served, washed dishes and 
cleaned afterward – you are ap-
preciated! 
 
Thank you to Strawberry Point for 
hosting the District United Women 
in Faith Annual Meeting!  What a 
wonderful gathering with good 
food, celebrating our work, a beau-
tiful time of worship, encouraging 
each other, sharing the hope and 
joy of doing God’s work!   
 
Thank you to all who support our 
charge by attending joint worship 
services and potlucks!  We work 
together to build the kingdom!  
And we need each other! 



 

 



 

 

Worship Schedule 

Grace Food Pantry 
Thank you all that keep our Matthew 

25 project going! We are truly 

blessed. We are able to help many 

community families.  Anyone in need 

of food, please contact Deb Brown or 

Jane Richmond. 

Food Pantry Needs: 
Tuna & Hamburger Helper 

Canned tuna and chicken 

Dish detergent 

Laundry detergent 

 

Mobile Food Pantry 
When:    4th Wednesday of the 

month at 3:30 p.m.   

Where:   Line up in the alley behind 

the fire station in Lamont.   

Note:      Bring two empty boxes to 

exchange for full boxes. 

 

Hospitality Signup 
Each Sunday after worship service, 

everyone is invited for fellowship.  

Goodies and coffee is served.  If you 

would like to signup to bring treats, 

the notebook is in the library. 

 

Prairie Hills Worship 
Join us on the 4th Wednesday every 

month at 9 am in Independence at 

Prairie Hills Assisted Living.   

 

Working Hands 
Typically meets the 2nd Saturday of 

each month at 9:00 a.m. at GUMC in 

If you crochet or knit or sew, please 

come and join us or just come to see 

what we are up to! 

Mission Statement 
Making God’s love and grace known 

to all of his children.       

 

Vision Statement 
To see God’s grace and love made 

known to all of His children regard-

less of age, race, ethnic background, 

gender, marital status, physical or 

mental ability, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, socio-economic sta-

tus,   religious  preference or any 

other human condition.    

 

Offertory 
If you are unable to make it in-

person, offertories can be mailed to 

your church at the address on page 

1 of this newsletter. 

Venmo 
Coming soon….stay tuned 
 

SPRC/AD Council Meeting 
NO MEETING IN OCTOBER 

The 2nd Monday of the month at 
6pm in the basement Grace Lamont 

 

Community Club Meeting 
Lamont - 2nd Tuesdays of the month 
at the Lamont Community Center 

 

Common Grounds Meeting 
The 2nd Tuesday of the month at 
10am at the Common Grounds. 

 

Lamont City Council Meeting 
The 2nd Wednesday of the month at 
City Hall 7pm 

 

October Communion 
Server - Kaye Downer 

Supplies - Deb Brown 

November  Communion 
Server - Terry Crow 

Supplies - JoAnn Crow 

December  Communion 
Server - John Richmond 

Supplies - Jane Richmond 

 

Ushers 
Oct 27 - John & Jane Richmond 

Nov 3 - Elaine B & Marcia M 

Nov 24 - Leon G & Randy M 

Dec 1 - Brittany & Nicole 

Dec 22 - John & Jane Richmond 
 

Scripture Readers 
Oct 27 - Maranda Cook 

Nov 3 - Kaye Downer 

Nov 24 - Leon Goedken 

Dec 1 - Elaine Bliss 

Dec 22 - John Richmond 

 

***DO YOU WANT*** 

To be an usher  

or read scripture?   

Please text or call  

Joanne  319-213-2541.  

She is putting together 

the 2025 list. 
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