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Robert Hill - his fiction could be truth
Written By CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD

The sun is a busy place and it helped Robert Hill write a book, Alone Together.
“I wrote it for mid- teens, perfect for middle school,” he said, “but everyone will enjoy
it.”
It tells the story, in the first person, from
the point of view of a 13-year-old boy. As the
older of his two sons is that age, Mr. Hill had
a handy point of reference.
“Last year, I got a little frustrated with my
kids being on all their technology, thinking
of my dad kicking us out during the sunny
days -we’d be gone all day...”
Inspired by the fierce tenacity both his
sons have for their electronic devices, resisting all their father’s comments about putting
them down and doing something else, Mr
Hill decided to write a book about a day
when all the world’s technology crashes.
Everything grinds to a halt. Everywhere.
The question is, what would happen if
technology was completely stopped, world
wide?
He wanted to find a way this could actually occur but without the wholesale death
and destruction of everything else and he
did: coronal mass ejections (CME). A CME
is created as a significant release of plasma
and magnetic field from the solar corona
usually following solar flares.
In other words, it is a massive ejection of
material and electromagnetic radiation from
the sun. To a greater or lessor extent, CME’s
happen all the time and they can influence
the earth by way of interfering with the polar
auroras, making them visible far beyond
their normal range and wide spread, long
term power outages.
In 1859, at time when the telegraph was
brand new, a (presumed) CME, (they had
not been identified as such yet) hit the world
and knocked out all the telegraph poles and
wires, causing fires in places and jolts to
the people using them. The Northern Lights
were so powerful that they were seen in
Hawaii.
Mr Hill assured the Citizen, “If a CME that
powerful hit the earth today, it would wipe
out all our technology. Including cars,” he
said. “Cars are so full of technology these
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NEW AUTHOR: Orangeville native Robert Hill, now residing in California, recently released
his first novel, Alone Together.

days.”
He liked the premise of the CME’s for its
relevant disregard of buildings and beings
which would not be harmed by its power,
except as a result of association at the
moment of impact.
As he described his liking of it “that a natural occurrence can wipe out all technology.”
For the last 25 years, Mr. Hill and his wife
have lived in California but he is visiting his
home town of Orangeville, where there was
a chance for us to have a chat. As it happened, the move to California came when
the couple went “to attend a wedding and,
while I was there, somebody offered me a
job.”
He went down for three months to see if it
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would work “before my wife gave up her job
– she is a MBA as well. The job did work. So,
we packed everything up and moved there.”
It was and was not as simple as it sounds,
for when he was younger, still in Wilfred
Laurier University doing a degree in Business Administration, Mr.Hill suffered a broken neck in a swimming accident and, as a
result, is a paraplegic. “I have always tended
to be pretty even keeled: some things you
can change; some you can’t. Some of the
people in the rehabilitation were angry and
pretty grumpy but they weren’t fun to be
around. I was just anxious to get out.
“All those ‘stages’ psychologists say people have to go through – I skipped them and
went straight to acceptance and just kept

going. I went on to get my MBA. I got myself
together just living my life – like everybody
else.”
In fact, Mr.Hill’s education and working
life are all about business and numbers. So,
now that he has fulfilled, at least to start
with, another side of his talent: to write, “I’ve
always toyed with ideas of putting a long
story together...Once the ideas come, I tend
to charge right ahead and put the words on
paper before I forget. It’s a very interesting
craft...my world is numbers and business.
It’s good to have different hobbies.” He and
his wife “used to travel quite a bit and I did
wheelchair marathons but when we had
children, my hobby became my kids and I
put my racing wheelchair away.
“Now, they’re at that age when they would
really rather be with their friends.”
The psychology of the situation in the
book, Together Alone, was interesting to
work out. Said Mr. Hill, “I did the research
and it made a natural fit for my idea – cars,
nothing would work. I did research on the
science. So, the cause and effect fold this
into the family and friends. The scene is my
own town in California, Tustin. I even kept
the street names, toyed around with the setting a bit. I thought – ‘let’s make this where
we live.’
“This hobby is very rewarding. I really like
it: nothing more inviting than an empty page
and a virtual pen. Interaction between the
people and the situation is fascinating. It’s
possible there will be a sequel to this.”
During the writing, Mr. Hill worked with a
developmental editor and later with a proof
reader and copy editor. “They helped with
some suggestions. I did engage a cover artist. I had an idea of exactly what I wanted
the cover to look like and the artist made
that happen.”
Surprisingly, somewhat, he told us, “I
didn’t tell the family what I was doing until
it was a final draft. I photocopied 10 copies
and at Thanksgiving weekend, gave everyone a copy and told them what I had been
doing.
“This is truly my hobby now.”
Alone Together by Robert Hill is on Amazon as an ebook and as printed. Now available through BookLore.
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CLUES ACROSS
1.Begetter
6. Arrived extinct
9. Lacking the power to
hear
13. Epic
14. Aboriginal Japanese
15. Jar used for cooking
16. British nobleman
17. Smart
18. Israeli stateswoman
19. Outer space matter that
reaches the ground
21. Instrument
22. Infections
23. Holiday (informal)
24. Spanish be
25. Not even
28. Chewie’s friend Solo
29. Garments
31. Geological times
33. Music City
36. Cubes
38. Important Chinese
principle

39. Closes tightly
41. Forms a boundary
44. Knife
45. Plants of the lily family
46. A turn around the track
48. Midway between
northeast and east
49. Type of degree
51. Midway between north
and northwest
52. Profession
54. Musical note patterns
56. Deeply cuts
60. Muharraq Island town
61. Emaciation
62. Weaver bird
63. One point east of
northeast
64. Scherzer and Kershaw
are two
65. Rice dish
66. Nasdaq code
67. Danish krone
68. Enzyme

CLUES DOWN
1.Carpe __
2. Wings
3. Loose soil
4. Earnhardt and Jarrett
are two
5. 3 feet
6. Fasts
7. Erstwhile
8. Diving seabird
9. Houses
10. Ancient Greek City
11. Type of skirt
12. Greek village
14. Estranges
17. Scottish island
20. Express delight
21. Cosmopolitan city
23. Letter of Hebrew
alphabet
25. Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)
26. Flow
27. Shoal-forming fishes
29. Footwear parts

30. Schedule of events
32. Songs to one’s
sweetheart
34. Test for high schoolers
35. Enthusiasm
37. Streets have them
40. One point east of due
south
42. Cut the grass
43. Rattling breaths
47. For each
49. Marketing term
50. One who challenges
52. Sword
53. Polio vaccine developer
55. Film version of
“Waterloo Bridge”
56. Want
57. Rhythmic pattern in
Indian music
58. Young hawk
59. Harmless
61. Small amount
65. Palladium

No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

SHOWTIMES FOR FRI. JULY 6 TO THURS. JULY 12, 2018

DOORS OPEN FRIDAY @ 6:15 PM, SATURDAY @ 10:45 AM,
SUNDAY @ 11:30 AM, MON-THURS @ 6:15 PM

ORANGEVILLE, FAIRGROUNDS SHOPPING CENTRE
JURASSIC WORLD: FALLEN KINGDOM (14A) CC/DVS NO PASSES
FRI-SAT 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; SUN-WED 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10;
THURS 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 9:20
JURASSIC WORLD: FALLEN KINGDOM 3D (14A) CC/DVS NO PASSES
FRI-SAT 12:00, 3:00, 6:30, 9:40; SUN,TUE-WED 12:00, 3:00, 6:30,
9:40; MON 12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 9:40; THURS 12:50, 3:50
ANT-MAN AND THE WASP (PG) CC/DVS NO PASSES
4:00; THURS 4:00

FRI-WED

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP (PG) STAR & STROLLERS SCREENING, NO
PASSES THURS 1:00
ANT-MAN AND THE WASP 3D (PG) NO PASSES FRI-WED 1:00, 7:00,
10:00; CC/DVS, NO PASSES THURS 7:00, 9:50
INCREDIBLES 2 (PG) CC/DVS FRI-SUN,TUE-WED 12:30, 2:20, 3:30;
MON 1:45, 4:15; THURS 1:45, 4:20
INCREDIBLES 2 3D (PG) CC/DVS FRI-SUN,TUE-WED 7:15, 9:30; MON
7:10, 9:30; THURS 6:50, 9:40

85 FIFTH AVE. - (519) 941-2333
OCEAN’S 8 (14A) CC/DVS FRI-SUN,TUE-WED 12:15, 3:15, 6:50,
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3: SUMMER VACATION (G) NO PASSES
10:20; MON 1:15, 4:45, 6:50, 9:50; THURS 1:15
THURS 5:00
THE FIRST PURGE (18A) CC/DVS NO PASSES
FRI,SUN,TUE
11:50, 5:15, 7:40, 10:30; SAT,WED 11:45, 5:15, 7:40, 10:30; MON
12:50, 3:40, 7:20, 10:20; THURS 12:50, 4:10, 6:40, 10:15
SICARIO: DAY OF THE SOLDADO (14A) CC/DVS FRI-SUN,TUE-WED
12:45, 3:45, 6:40, 9:50; MON 1:15, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; THURS 1:15,
3:40, 6:30, 9:30

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3: SUMMER VACATION 3D (G) NO PASSES
THURS 7:30, 10:10
CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS: THE FIRST EPIC MOVIE (G) CC/DVS SAT,
WED 11:00
SKYSCRAPER 3D (14A) NO PASSES THURS 7:10, 10:00

