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Mammary Constriction Syndrome

Tension in the shoulders or chest can cause the pectoral muscles found
beneath the breast tissue to press on the blood vessels that supply the breast
and nipples which leads to pain. 

The pain is often described as throbbing, constant, deep, or superficial, itching,
tingling, aching, knife-like, burning or freezing, shooting, sharp or dull, or a
combination of these.  

Goals: 
Ensure correct latch and positioning so that baby is nursing well and
sufficiently softening the breasts
Goal to support mother's back
Avoid hunching forward over the baby. RECLINE when feeding so that your
back is to the chair back
Avoid carrying heavy shopping bags or the heavy car seat

Massage Before Nursing:
Pectoral muscle massage involves massaging the chest muscles to ease the
tension
Rub the chest muscles (not the breast) vigorously  for 45-60 seconds on the
affected side
Massage FOUR locations (one of these is likely to be the ideal spot to relieve
the pain) 
ABOVE the breast against the chest wall
BETWEEN the breasts just to the side of the breast bone
UNDER the breasts against the rib cage
on the SIDE of the body, beside the breast, against the rib cage



Stretch:
Place hand and elbow along door jam, gently lean forward and feel the stretch
across the upper chest

Source: Severe Breast Pain Resolved with Pectoral Muscle Massage, Journal of
Human Lactation 2013, 30(3) 287-291.


