

Appalachian School of Theology, UG
CHRISIAN ETHICS PH 265, 565, & 865
Course Syllabus 
	 
Summer 2026

Our instructors for this course will be: Dr. Sarah Apio, Dr. Steve J. Collins, & Dr. Tammy Lane
Sarah’s Cell Phone: 256-773-922689
Sarah’s Email: africacoordinator@astva.org
Steve’s Cell Phone: 276-393-2741
Steve’s E-mail: president@astva.org 
Tammy’s Cell Phone: 276-690-4465
Tammy’s Email: academicdean@astva.org 
 

Class Meeting Place, Dates, and Time

Meeting Place: Online AST UG

Starting Date: Thursday, May 28th 1:00 PM EST and 8:00 PM EAT 

Ending Date: Thursday, August 27th

Day of Class: Each Thursday for 14 consecutive weeks 



Course Description 

This is offered as both an introductory and in-depth study of Christian Ethics. Throughout the course attention, and discussion, will be directed toward the terminology of Christian Ethics, sources of Christian Ethics, and methodology in ethical decision making. In addition, some of the difficult ethical dilemmas facing Christians in today’s society will be explored. Some of the contemporary topics we will give attention to, discuss, and study include but are not limited to: the Christian and personal ethics, sexuality and marriage, human equality, biomedical ethics, economics, politics, environmental ethics, and issues surrounding death. 

Course Objectives

This course is designed to introduce and acquaint participants with an overview of Christian Ethics. As a result of enrollment, and participation, each class member will:
1. Be introduced to and become familiar with the basic terminology used and embraced in Christian Ethics. 
2. Understand the nature of morality, the elements and sources of Christian Ethics, and the relationship of morality in ethics. 
3. Develop and nurture a personal understanding of the importance of biblical ethics in the formation of a Christian worldview.
4. Cultivate an increased ability to apply biblical principles through ethical reasoning concerning contemporary issues facing society. 
5. Enhance their skills in the areas of self-directed ethical research, as well as their ability to better communicate their values both orally and in their writings. 
6. Improve their ability to help others mature in the areas of morality and ethical decisions. 

Required Texts 

1. Trull, Joe E., Walking in the Way: An Introduction to Christian Ethics, Broadman & Holman Publishers, ISBN 0-8054-2082-7 
2. The Bible (your choice of a reputable translation) 
3. Supplemental Readings: As distributed by the instructor (no purchase of texts required).

CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1 	May 28	The Importance of Christian Ethics 
					Introduction – Text: pgs. 1-14

						
Week 2	June 4		Part 1: Foundations for Christian Ethics
					Origins of Christian Ethics – Text pgs. 17-38
	
 					
Week 3	June 11	Part 1: Foundations for Christian Ethics
					The Bible and Christian Ethics – Text: pgs. 39-54   

Week 4	June 18        	Part 1: Foundations for Christian Ethics 
					The Ethics of the Bible - Text: pgs. 55-80

Week 5	June 25		Part 1: Foundations for Christian Ethics
					The Christian, the Church & the World – Text: pgs. 81-102

Week 6	July 2		Part 1: Foundations for Christian Ethics 
					Moral Decision Making – Text: pgs. 103-132 

Week 7	July 9		Part 2: Issues in Christian Ethics  
					The Christian & Personal Ethics – Text: pgs. 133-156

Week 8	July 16		Part 2: Issues in Christian Ethics 
					Sexuality and Marriage – Text: pgs. 157-188  

Week 9	July 23	 	Part 2: Issues in Christian Ethics 
					Human Equality: Gender & Race – Text: pgs. 189-224    

Week 10 	July 30		Part 2: Issues in Christian Ethics 
					Biomedical Ethics – Text: pgs.225-252   

Week 11	Aug. 6	 	Part 2: Issues in Christian Ethics 
					Economics & Politics – Text: pgs. 253-384   

Week 12	Aug 13		Part 3: Developing and Embracing a Biblical Worldview 						for Ourselves – “What is a Biblical Worldview?”

Week 13	Aug 20 	Part 3: Developing and Embracing a Biblical Worldview						for Ourselves – “Truth, Culture, and the Christian Mind”

Week 14 	Aug 27		Part 3: Developing and Embracing a Biblical Worldview						for Ourselves - “Living Faithfully in a Confused World.”

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Attendance – 10% of final grade. Students are expected to attend all class sessions. If for any reason it is not possible to attend a class, it is common courtesy to inform the instructor beforehand, or in case of an unavoidable emergency, at the earliest opportunity. 
2. Reading – 10% of final grade. There will be regular reading assignments from the text, the Bible, and other sources in preparation for the class. Class participants are expected to do all of the assigned readings prior to each session and come to class prepared to critically discuss the main themes covered in their reading assignments.   
3. In Class Participation – 20% of final grade. On a weekly basis we will be reviewing and discussing in-class case studies dealing with current ethical issues. 
4. Weekly writing Journal – 30% of final grade. There will be eight weekly writing assignments due at the beginning of each class, starting with the third class session (June 11th ) and concluding the 10th week of our class session (July 30th).  These assignments should be at least two pages in length, double-spaced, either handwritten or typed (preferably typed). The content of these assignments will deal with current ethical issues that the student has read about or been confronted with in the course of their everyday lives (personally, in a newspaper, news magazine, other publication, or news programming). On occasion, the instructor will distribute a case study to which the student will be asked to react and respond to in their writing. The greater purpose behind these assignments will be to encourage each student to be well informed with current ethical issues impacting society and how they should be dealt with biblically. Further instruction shall be given in class concerning these assignments. 
5. One research paper – 30% of final grade. The research paper should focus on: 
(1) a current ethical issue (approved by one of our instructors with a doctoral degree) that contrasts the thoughts of society in comparison to biblical teachings. 
		(2) The research paper for students enrolled in our Associate’s and Bachelor’s 
		      Program should be approximately 5 pages in length (not including 
		      the cover sheet or bibliography), double-spaced, using #12 font and should 
		      cite at least three or more different sources. Footnotes and a bibliography are 
		      expected.  
		(3) The research paper for students enrolled in our Master’s Program should be 			      approximately 12 – 15 pages in length (not including the cover sheet or    
		      bibliography), double-spaced, using #12 font and should cite at least 7 – 10 
		      different sources. All master’s students enrolled will also be expected to lead 
		      at least one session of our class. 
		(4) The research paper for students enrolled in our Doctoral Program should be 
		      At least 15 – 20 pages in length (not including the cover sheet or    
		      bibliography), double-spaced, using #12 font and should cite 15 or more 
		      different sources The due date on this paper is that last day of class at which 
		      time you will be expected to present a brief (15 to 20 minutes or less) oral 
		      presentation based on your research paper.  All doctoral students will also be 
		      expected to lead at least one session of our class.
*A copy of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers (6th edition) by Kate L.     
  Turabian, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Ill., 1996 is available for 
  use by the students in the Wise classroom.  
*All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the plagiarism 
 statement on the following page.
(5) All class assignments should be emailed to: Dr. Steve J. Collins @ 
     president@astva.org and Dr. Tammy Lane @ academicdean@astva.org




THE SCHOLASTIC GRADING POLICY

	A+		98 – 100 	(4.3)	The student has demonstrated the mastery of the 
	A		95 – 97 	(4.0)	material and its application.
	A- 		93 – 94	(3.7)	
	B+		90 – 92 	(3.3)	The student has demonstrated above average
	B		87 – 89	(3.0)	mastery of the material and its application. 
	B-		85 – 86	(2.7)
	C+		82 – 84	(2.3)	The student has demonstrated the required mastery		C		79 – 81	(1.7)	of the material and its application. 
	C-		77 – 78 	(1.7)
	D+		74 – 76	(1.3)	The student has demonstrated below average			D		71 – 73 	(1.0)	mastery of the material and its application. 
	D- 		69 – 70	(0.7)	
	F		68 – below 	(0.0)	The student has failed to master the material and its 							application. 
	P		Passing 	WP	Withdrew Passing 
	I 		Incomplete 	WF	Withdrew Failing 
	
PLAGIARISM 

	Academic integrity is an important part of the educational process. As such, honesty and accountability are vital to each student who truly wishes to learn and honor God in the process. With this in mind: 
· Students are expected to write their own work. While students are encouraged to study and talk with fellow students and the instructor, each student must write their own assignments. 
· If you borrow more than 3 or 4 words in a row from another source, it should be properly referenced using quotation marks and full bibliographic information, including page numbers. When you borrow ideas but not actual words, you may cite the source at your discretion to help your reader follow up on your writing. 
· The use of AI (Artificial Intelligence) in fulfilling your assignments is strictly prohibited unless authorized by one of our instructors for the class with a doctoral degree. 
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