MS 415/515 Preaching & Communication  
Course Syllabus 
Appalachian School of Theology, Inc. 
Spring 2026

Instructor/facilitator: Pastor Jeff Mills
Mobile Phone: 804-338-9615
E-mail: pastorjmills@gmail.com

Class Meeting Place, Dates, and Time

Meeting Place: This is a hybrid class that will be offered both online and in person. Those joining us online will connect with us weekly utilizing a Zoom link provided by the instructor. Those who choose to meet with us in person will be meeting weekly in the conference room of the Dover Baptist Association, located at 11006 Lakeridge Parkway
Ashland, VA 23005

Dates: Each Thursday Night beginning January 15th and ending April 30th.   

Time: 6:30 – 9:00 PM 

Course Description 

This is an introductory course in “Preaching and Communication” that is designed to equip students in the preparation, delivery, and communication of sermons, with emphasis on the practical application of biblical truths in contemporary settings.  

Course Objectives

This course is designed to equip participants to better communicate the practical application of biblical truths in contemporary settings. As a result of enrollment, participation, intense study, and hard work each class member will:

1. Be introduced to the value of preaching in reaching the world with the good news of the gospel as revealed in 1 Cor. 1:18, 21. 
2. Better understand and communicate the Word of God in their lives and ministries. 
3. Learn the basics in sermon research, development, outline, and delivery. 
4. Be introduced to a wide variety of tools and resources for the development and delivery of biblical sermons.
5. Understand the importance of developing a preaching schedule and filing system of their sermons in order that the entire counsel of God might be proclaimed.  
6. Grasp an understanding of the challenges we face in communicating the Word of God. 
7. Sharpen their skills in connecting with believers and non-believers in contemporary times. 
8. Enhance their skills in the areas of self-directed research, as well as their ability to better communicate their Christian beliefs both orally and in their writings. 
9. Develop greater appreciation and confidence in their role as a communicator of the unsearchable riches of Christ.  
10. Improve their ability to help others who struggle with 21st century issues that arise between biblical faith and modern philosophy.  
11. Expand, undergird, and strengthen their Christian worldview. 

Required Texts 
1. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages, Second Edition, Haddon W. Robinson, Baker Academic, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2001, ISBN 0-8010-2262-2  
2. Communicating for a Change, Andy Stanley & Lane Jones, WaterBrook Multnomah, 2006, ISBN 1-59052-514-0
3. The Bible (your choice of a reputable translation) 
4. Supplemental Readings: As distributed by the instructor (no purchase of texts required).

CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1	Jan. 15		Course Introduction & Syllabus Overview
					Stanley & Jones: “No One’s Listening”
					Introduction & chapter 1 – pgs. 9-25

Week 2 	Jan. 22		“The Case for Expository Preaching”
					Robinson: pgs. 1-32
					Stanley & Jones: “Where There’s a Will There’s a Ray &						Go for the Goal” chapters 2-3 – pgs. 27-42
			
Week 3	Jan 29		“What’s the Big Idea?”
 					Robinson: pgs. 33-50 
Stanley & Jones: “The End of the Road & A Map to Remember” chapters 4-5, pgs. 37-50	

Week 4	Feb. 5  	“Tools of the Trade”
					Robinson: pgs. 51-72
Stanley & Jones: “Load Up Before You Leave & Crucial Connections” chapters 6-7, pgs. 51-67

Week 5	Feb. 12	“The Road from Text to Sermon”
					Robinson: pgs. 73-100
Stanley & Jones: “Show Me Some Identification, Stuck in the Middle of Nowhere & A New Attitude” chapters 8-10, pgs. 69-86

Week 6	Feb. 19	“The Arrow and the Target”
					Robinson: pgs. 101-114
Stanley & Jones: “Determine Your Goal & Pick a Point” chapters 11-12, pgs. 91-116

Week 7	Feb. 26	 Mid-Term Exam 

Week 8	March 5  	“The Shapes Sermons Take”
					Robinson: pgs. 115-138	 
Stanley & Jones: “Create a Map & Internalize the Message” chapters 13-14, pgs. 119-144
					
Week 9	March 12 	 Sermon #1 – to be delivered in class 

Week 10	March 19	“Making Dry Bones Live” 
					Robinson: pgs. 139-164
Stanley & Jones: “Engage Your Audience & Find Your Voice” chapters 15-16, pgs. 145-181
	
Week 11	March 26	“Start With a Bang and Quit All Over” 
					Robinson: pgs. 165-182
Stanley & Jones: “Start All Over Again” chapter 17 & Conclusion, pgs. 183-197
		
Week 12	April 2 	SPRING BREAK: HAVE A GREAT EASTER WEEK! 

Week 13 	April 9 	“The Dress of Thought”
					Robinson: pgs. 183-200

Week 14	April 16	“How to Preach So People Will Listen”
					A Final Word 
					Robinson: pgs. 201-224    

Week 15	April 23  	Sermon #2 – to be delivered in class 

Week 16 	April 30 	Final Class  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Attendance – 10% of final grade. Students are expected to attend all class sessions. If for any reason it is not possible to attend a class, it is common courtesy to inform the instructor beforehand, or in case of an unavoidable emergency, at the earliest opportunity. 
2. Reading – 15% of final grade. There will be regular reading assignments from the text, the Bible, and other sources in preparation for the class. Class participants are expected to do all of the assigned readings prior to each session and come to class prepared to critically discuss the main themes covered in their reading assignments.   
3. In Class Participation – 15% of final grade. The facilitator will occasionally distribute in-class articles dealing with sermon preparation and delivery. Students are encouraged and expected to interact and provide input in these impromptu settings in addition to each class setting. 
4. Two sermons – which will constitute 40% of the student’s final grade (each sermon counts as 20% of the final grade). The student will present these sermons   in class. The guidelines for these sermons are as follows:
(1)	Guidelines – The sermons should be prepared and presented in manuscript form and should be 3 to 5 pages in length (not including the cover sheet, double-spaced, using #12 font). In addition, these sermons should have contemporary application for 21st century worship-givers. 
(2)	Sermon #1 – Will be a full length manuscript sermon with the text taken from the Old Testament book of Psalms. The student is at liberty to select their text verses and topic of their sermon; however it must be approved by the facilitator. 
		(3)	Sermon #2 – Will be a full-length manuscript sermon with the text taken from the New Testament. This sermon will be taken from the various letters or epistles written by Paul, Peter, or the Apostle John. Again, the student is at liberty to select their text verses and topic; however, it too must be approved by the facilitator.
			*These sermons are not to be dressed-up “sugar daddies” that students have preached on numerous occasions. 
		(5) Master’s Degree Students – will be required to submit a 3 ½ to 5-page paper focusing on what they have gleaned and hope to apply in their sermon preparation and delivery from the class focusing on: “What They Have Learned and Hope to Apply” in their own preparation and delivery of sermons. This paper will account for 20% of their final grade. 
	 	(4)	Due Dates:
Sermon #1 – March 12TH  
Sermon #2 – April 23rd    
*A copy of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers (6th edition) by Kate L.     
  Turabian, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Ill., 1996 is available for 
  use by the students in the Nickelsville classroom.  
*All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the plagiarism 
 statement on the following page.

THE SCHOLASTIC GRADING POLICY

	A+		98 – 100 	(4.3)	The student has demonstrated the mastery of the 
	A		95 – 97 	(4.0)	material and its application.
	A- 		93 – 94	(3.7)	
	B+		90 – 92 	(3.3)	The student has demonstrated above average
	B		87 – 89	(3.0)	mastery of the material and its application. 
	B-		85 – 86	(2.7)
	C+		82 – 84	(2.3)	The student has demonstrated the required mastery		C		79 – 81	(1.7)	of the material and its application. 
	C-		77 – 78 	(1.7)
	D+		74 – 76	(1.3)	The student has demonstrated below average			D		71 – 73 	(1.0)	mastery of the material and its application. 
	D- 		69 – 70	(0.7)	
	F		68 – below 	(0.0)	The student has failed to master the material and its 							application. 
	P		Passing 	WP	Withdrew Passing 
	I 		Incomplete 	WF	Withdrew Failing 	



PLAGIARISM 

	Academic integrity is an important part of the educational process. As such, honesty and accountability are vital to each student who truly wishes to learn and honor God in the process. With this in mind: 
· Students are expected to write their own work. While students are encouraged to study and talk with fellow students and the instructor, each student must write their own assignments. 
· If you borrow more than 3 or 4 words in a row from another source, it should be properly referenced using quotation marks and full bibliographic information, including page numbers. When you borrow ideas but not actual words, you may cite the source at your discretion to help your reader follow up on your writing. 

























