MS 465, MS 565, & 865 – “Missiology”  
Course Syllabus 
Appalachian School of Theology
Fall 2026
Instructors: Dr. Sarah Apio, Dr. Steve J. Collins, Dr. Tammy Lane 

I.	Class Meeting Place, Dates, and Time
	
	Meeting Place: First Baptist Church Family Life Center, 11606 Nickelsville Hwy., 
	Nickelsville, VA 24271. This class will be a hybrid class offered online through the 			utilization of Zoom technology. 
	
	Dates: Each Monday Night beginning August 24th and ending November 30th.  
	
	Time: 6:30 – 8:30 PM 

II.	Course Instructors:
	
Dr. Sarah Apio, Email: africacoordinator@astva.org; Cell Phone: 256-773-922689
Dr. Steve J. Collins; E-mail: president@astva.org; Cell Phone: 276-393-2741
Dr Tammy Lane, Email: academicdean@astva.org; Cell Phone:276-690-4465

III.	Course Description 

This course is designed to help us uncover and encounter the often-overlooked theology of missions and personal engagement as God intended. Throughout our time together we will gain invaluable insight as to what God intends for our lives as 21st century Christians. We will be challenged in every area of our beliefs, values, and personal commitment. 

IV.	Learner-Center Outcomes / Course Objectives

This course is designed to acquaint participants with deep engagement in both the theology and actual practice of personal missions’ engagement. As a result of enrollment, and participation, each class member should:  

1.	Recognize and embrace the missional renaissance which the Spirit of God is orchestrating in our country, churches, and throughout the world. 
2.	Familiarize themselves with the missional activity of God beginning in the book of Genesis and continuing till the consummation of all things as revealed in the apocalyptic writings of John and others. 
3.	Gain a clearer understanding of how God desires to use them personally in blessing other people, people groups both domestically and internationally.  
4.	Obtain a better understanding of God’s purpose, calling in their lives. 
5.	Acquire passion and confidence in their understanding of God’s call on their lives and the lives of the churches they are a part of in missions’ outreach. 
6.	Enhance and improve their ability to help others mature in the areas of bible study, leadership, ministry, and personal missions’ engagement.
7.	Cultivate and integrate their learning experiences into the formation of a passionate Christian worldview with global impact through global missions’ outreach and involvement.  

V.	Required Texts and Materials  

	In addition to the Bible you will need two textbooks which are as follows:
	
	1.	John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions 30th Anniversary Edition, Baker Academic, 2009, ISBN 978-0-7852-2918-6
	2.	Richard Stearns, The Hole in Our Gospel: What does God expect of us? The answer that changed my life and might just change the world: Tenth Anniversary Edition, Thomas Nelson, ISBN 978-0-7852-2867-7 

VI.	Learning Activities and Evaluation for Students Enrolled in Our Associate’s and Bachelor’s Programs

1. Attendance – 25% of final grade. 
· Students are expected to attend all class sessions. 
· If for any reason it is not possible to attend a class, it is common courtesy to inform the instructor beforehand, or in case of an unavoidable emergency, at the earliest opportunity. 
· The policy of the Appalachian School of Theology is: Any student who misses four or more class sessions will automatically be assigned a final grade of “F” for the course. 
	2.	Reading & Participation – 25% of final grade. 
· There will be regular reading assignments from the text, the Bible, and other sources in preparation for the class. 
· Class participants are expected to do all of the assigned readings prior to each session and come to class prepared to critically discuss the main themes covered in their reading assignments.   
[bookmark: _Hlk171533538]	3.	Reflection and Research Papers - 50% of your final grade: 
· Students who are enrolled in our Associate’s and Bachelor’s Programs will prepare one short paper, 3 - 5 pages in length, focusing on Piper’s book “Let the Nations be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions.” Your paper should reflect how you have been impacted by what you have read and learned in his book. Your paper will account for 15% of your final grade.
· [bookmark: _Hlk206424663][bookmark: _Hlk190503379]Students who are enrolled in our Associate’s and Bachelor’s Programs will prepare one academic research paper focusing on the book “The Hole in Our Gospel.” The paper should be 7 - 10 double-spaced pages in length and might I add: “no more and no less.” I am looking for your response to what you experienced as you read Richard Stearns’ story, how his story opened your eyes to the needs of others, how his story impacted and changed (or is changing) your heart, focus, and mindset concerning different people groups around the world, and how you plan to fashion your life and focus after reading the book. This could and should involve your family, friends and church. This paper will account for 35% of your final grade. And please know, I want you to be brutally honest with me in your thoughts. In other words, if you were not impacted by the book and have no plans to alter your lifestyle in the  realm of missions involvement please state that in your paper. 

[bookmark: _Hlk171533693]VII.	Learning Activities and Evaluation for Students Enrolled in the Master’s Degree Program

	1.	Attendance – 25% of final grade. 
· Students are expected to attend all class sessions. 
· If for any reason it is not possible to attend a class, it is common courtesy to inform the instructor beforehand, or in case of an unavoidable emergency, at the earliest opportunity. 
· The policy of the Appalachian School of Theology is: Any student who misses four or more class sessions will automatically be assigned a final grade of “F” for the course. 
	2.	Reading & Participation – 25% of final grade. 
· There will be regular reading assignments from the text, the Bible, and other sources in preparation for the class. 
· Class participants are expected to do all of the assigned readings prior to each session and come to class prepared to critically discuss the main themes covered in their reading assignments.     

	3.	Research Papers- 50% of final grade: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk206834202]Students who are enrolled in our Master’s Program will prepare one short paper, 5 - 7 pages in length, focusing on Piper’s book “Let the Nations be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions.” Your paper should reflect how you have been impacted by what you have read and learned in his book. Your paper will account for 15% of your final grade 
· Students who are enrolled in our Master’s Program will also prepare one academic research paper focusing on the book “The Hole in Our Gospel.” The paper should be 12-15 double-spaced pages in length and might I add: “no more and no less.” I am looking for your response to what you experienced as you read Richard Stearns’ story, how his story opened your eyes to the needs of others, how his story impacted and changed (or is changing) your heart, focus, and mindset concerning different people groups around the world, and how you plan to fashion your life and focus after reading the book. This could and should involve your family, friends, and church. And please know, I want you to be brutally honest with me in your thoughts. In other words, if you were not impacted by the book and have no plans to alter your lifestyle in the realm of missions involvement please state that in your paper. Your academic paper will account for 35% of your final grade. Students who are enrolled in our Doctoral Program will prepare on academic 
· Students who are enrolled in our Doctoral Program will also prepare one academic research paper focusing on the book “The Hole in Our Gospel.” The paper should be 17 – 22 double-spaced pages in length and might I add: “no more and no less.” I am looking for your response to what you experienced as you read Richard Stearns’ story, how his story opened your eyes to the needs of others, how his story impacted and changed (or is changing) your heart, focus, and mindset concerning different people groups around the world, and how you plan to fashion your life and focus after reading the book. This could and should involve your family, friends, and several others from your church. And please know, I want you to be brutally honest with me in your thoughts. In other words, if you were not impacted by the book and have no plans to alter your lifestyle in the realm of missions involvement, please state that in your paper but be well prepared to defend your decision with Scripture. Your academic paper will account for 35% of your final grade. 
(4)	Masters and Doctoral Students will be required to lead one classroom session of this		course. Our instructors will provide a teaching schedule with everyone’s name added to		the list. So when you get that schedule please look closely and inform the president and		academic dean immediately of you are unable to lead the class at the assigned date. 


 
*A copy of A Manual for Writers of Term Papers (6th edition) by Kate L.     
  Turabian, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, Ill., 1996 is available for 
  use by the students.  
*Plagiarism statement – Academic integrity is an important part of the educational process. As such, honesty and accountability are vital to each student who truly wishes to learn and honor God in the process. With this in mind: 
· Students are expected to write their own work. While students are encouraged to study and talk with fellow students and the instructor, each student must write their own assignments. 
· If you borrow more than 3 or 4 words in a row from another source, it should be properly referenced using quotation marks and full bibliographic information, including page numbers. When you borrow ideas but not actual words, you may cite the source at your discretion to help your reader follow up on your writing. 

VIII	Acceptance and Enrollment in the Doctor of Theology Program

[bookmark: _Hlk164609330]Acceptance into the Doctor of Theology Program requires a Master’s Degree in Religion, theology, education, or other field (as approved by our Academic Dean) from a duly accredited school, college, or university. Those desiring to enroll in our ThD program will need to contact our Academic Dean, Tammy Lane, by sending her an email at academicdean@astva.org to ensure eligibility prior to enrollment. 
1. Project Requirements:
(1) The student will be required to complete four (4 projects) for which the student will earn 48 credit hours (12 credit hours for each project) when completed. consisting of: 
(2)  Research and develop three (3) Master’s level courses for the Appalachian School of Theology (AST) and present to the Academic Dean and two other faculty member’s who have their Doctor’s degree (of his/her choice) their completed work.
· These courses will require the student to choose a textbook, in addition to the Bible, develop a syllabus for the course, and put together in completed form an entire semester of teaching notes that will be used in a classroom setting. 
· The work of the student should reference at least ten (10) different sources in their research.
· The student will be required to lead at least two class sessions in this course when it is offered as a class with AST. 
· The student will be required to develop examinations, class projects, etc. and be required to work with our grading team in evaluating the work of other students enrolled in the class. 
· Topics of suggestion for these courses can include but are not limited to:
· Missions
· Church History 
· Spiritual Leadership
· Spiritual Gifts
· Any book of the Bible (with the Academic Dean’s approval)
· Old Testament Theology
· Preaching & Effective Communication
· Pastoral Care 
· The 21st Century Church
· Community Outreach 
· Evangelism 
· [bookmark: _Hlk164610412]Other topics of interest, or courses of study, may be considered but must be approved by the Academic Dean. 
(3) With our philosophy of the value of life experiences we are offering options of completing 4 (four) life experience projects consisting of 12 (twelve) credit hours each which must be carried out under the supervision of the Academic Dean or an approved faculty member with a Doctorate degree. Some examples of these projects are listed under the next section or similar preapproved projects. 
(4) The student will be required to plan, develop, engage in, and lead one domestic or international mission trip that deeply impacts the lives of others. 
a. This will require the student to pinpoint an area or country (domestic or international) in need of humanitarian assistance and develop a plan to meet and fulfill that need in a manner that honors Jesus Christ and advances His Kingdom.
· The work of the student should involve at least eight (8) people from their church or other acquaintances. 
· The work should have the approval, support, and involvement of their church. 
· After the project is completed, the student will be required to lead a session (worship service or missions presentation) in their church celebrating the accomplishments of their endeavors. 
· This work can and should involve cooperation with another group such as the Baptist General Association of Virginia (BGAV, Impact Missions), or another Missions Group with which their church is connected. 
· Some examples of this may include but are not limited to:
· Disaster Relief Responses 
· Partnerships Missions efforts through the Baptist General Association of Virgina (BGAV) or another Missions Group with which their church is connected. 
· Domestic or International Humanitarian Relief Efforts 
· Missions engagement through The Southwest Virginia Partnership.
[bookmark: _Hlk164664991]The cost for those who desire to enroll in our Doctorate Program is $750.00 per twelve (12 credit hour) project or $3,000 for the four (4) projects.

IX.	Writing Guidelines: Book Reviews and Research Papers should be typed, double spaced in Times New Roman 12- point font. Final Papers should be submitted electronically via email as a Word document or Google docs attachment (preferably Word document). Margins are to be one inch. You must use page numbers. You do not need a front/title page (a title page will not count toward the total number of pages required for an assignment)—simply put your name and the title of your paper at the top of the first page. Sources always are to be cited using a standard citation style (e.g., Chicago, Turabian, APA, MLA, etc.). Whatever citation style you choose, be consistent. Use quotation marks when quoting a source verbatim, whether ancient or modern. Avoid long citations of ancient texts or modern scholars. Do not make assertions that you cannot support without direct evidence. Aim for a polished writing style (idiomatic, yet semi-formal): avoid contractions, slang or informal expressions, run-on sentences, switching between past and present tenses in the same sentence, passive voice, common verbs (try to use more descriptive, precise verbs), and the pronouns “you,” “we,” and “us.” Write clearly and concisely. Avoid unnecessarily long, complex sentences with numerous subordinate clauses. Clear written expression is one goal of this course. Please remember to proofread and use your computer’s grammar and spellcheck!

X.	Consultation and Evaluation for Facilitators Desiring to Become Faculty: 
	
	Facilitators desiring to transition to Faculty will need to make an appointment for a 
	personal 	meeting with our Academic Dean, Tammy Lane, and our President, Steve 
	Collins, to discuss this matter. 
	
XI.	Teaching Methodology 

	This course is designed to be an interactive learning experience. As such we will employ 		lecture, interactive discussion, and intense Bible study. The facilitator will provide a copy 		of his teaching outline to each participant; however, students are expected to prepare for 		each session by completing their reading and written assignments in order that they may 		actively and positively enhance our learning environment by their intense participation. 
	
XII.	Grading Scale

	A+	98 – 100 	(4.3)	The student has demonstrated the mastery of the 
	A		95 – 97 	(4.0)	material and its application.
	A- 	93 – 94	(3.7)	
	B+	90 – 92 	(3.3)	The student has demonstrated above average
	B		87 – 89	(3.0)	mastery of the material and its application. 
	B-	85 – 86	(2.7) 
	C+	82 – 84	(2.3)	The student has demonstrated the required mastery		C		79 – 81	(1.7)	of the material and its application. 
	C-	77 – 78 	(1.7) 
	D+	74 – 76	(1.3)	The student has demonstrated below average			D		71 – 73 	(1.0)	mastery of the material and its application. 
	D- 	69 – 70	(0.7)	
	F		68 – below 	(0.0)	The student has failed to master the material and its 								application. 
	P		Passing 	WP	Withdrew Passing 
	I 		Incomplete 	WF	Withdrew Failing 

XIII Library Support
	
· Our students are able to use resources of the Regional Library at First Baptist Church in Nickelsville, but without borrowing privileges.
· Virginia residents and UVA/Virginia Tech graduates can use and borrow books from the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech libraries by using a Virginia driver’s license.
· Access to free, full text journals is available at http://www.doaj.org 

XIV Expectations of Students 

· Regular attendance in class is required of all students. Any student who is absent in more than 25% of his/her class sessions cannot expect to pass the course. The faculty is responsible for enforcing this policy.
· Students are expected to be on time for class and ready to study and engage in interactive discussion.

XV Late & Make-up Assignments 

	Unless other arrangements are made with the facilitator and faculty all assignments are due 
	as listed.
 


XVI  Use of Technological Devices 

	Students may use laptops, tablets, smart phones, & mini-recorders for class. 

XVII CLASS SCHEDULE


	Date
	Readings 
	Topics

	8/24/2026
Week #1 
	 Main Text, Introduction – pg. 32
	Course Introduction 
The Supremacy of God in Missions: The Purpose – Through Worship

	8/31/2026
Week #2

	Main Text, 33-60
	The Supremacy of God in Missions: The Power  – Through Prayer  

	 9/07/2026 
Week #3
	Labor Day

	No Class

	9/14/2026
Week #4
	Main Text, 61-102
	The Supremacy of God in Missions:  The Price – Through Suffering

	 9/21/2026
Week #5
	 Main Text, 103-104


	Making God Supreme in Missions: The Necessity of the Task – 
Christ the Conscious Focus of All Saving Faith


	9/28/2026
Week #6
	Main Text, 105-137

	Making God Supreme in Missions: The Nature of the Task – 
The Supremacy of God among “All Nations”

	10/05/2026
Week #7
	Main Text, 139 - 176

	Making God Supreme in Missions: The Practical Outworking of Compassion – 
A Passion for God’s Supremacy for Man’s Soul

	10/12/2026
Week #8
	Main Text, 177 - 208

	Making God Supreme in Missions: The Practical Outworking of Worship – 
The Inner Simplicity and Outer Freedom of Worldwide Worship

	10/19/2026
Week #9
	Main Text, 209 – 235

	Conclusion & The Supremacy of God in Going and Sending 


	 10/26/2026
Week #10
	Main Text, 1 - 82


	Review, Discussion, and Reflection of “The Hole in Our Gospel” Parts 1 & 2

	 11/02/2026
Week #11
	Fall Break 
	No Class 

	11/09/2026
Week #12  
	Main Text, 83 – 224

	 Review, Discussion, and Reflection of “The Hole in Our Gospel” Parts 3 & 4


	 11/16/2026
Week #13
	Main Text, 225 -260
Research Papers Due
	Review, Discussion, and Reflection of “The Hole in Our Gospel” Part 5
Sharing of Research Papers?

	 11/23/2026
Week #14
	 Main Text, 261- end

	Review, Discussion and Reflection,
Sharing of Research Papers?


	11/30/2026
Week #15  
	Final Class 

	Possible Sharing of Research Papers? 



2

