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Pesach: Celebrating Jewish Freedom

We refer to Pesach as Zman Cheiruseinu - the Time of our Freedom. Much like
Succos which we call Zman Simchaseinu - the Time of Our J-ﬂ:f, or Shavuos which is
called Zman Matan Toraseinu - the Time of the Giving of the Torah, our freedom
plays an essential role in the unﬂerstanding, the fﬂeling, or the ethos of the festival
of Pesach. We are not IT'IEI"EljF cammamurating a historical event. The freedom our
ancestors E:pariﬂncﬂd from their enslavement in Egypt still exists, it is still relevant,
and we are meant to E-IPE-I‘iEI"II:E this freedom thousands of years later. This free-
dom is F.'!-i:'ll"til‘.‘:IJlﬂrljllr significant at the seder. We drink wine and act as I-:ings and
queens, physically role playing the freedom that we are meant to feel. How do we
connect to our forefathers’ rademptinn from Eg:,rpt? Why must we connect to their
redemption? And why are we focused specifically on this feeling of freedom?

In an essay titled Cheiruseinu = Our Freedom, Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen
Kook (1865 - 1935) contends that the line that separates freedom from servitude and
subiugatiﬂn is often blurred. A lord can feel as if he is a slave, and his own slave
can feel free. It all ﬂE[JEI"II'.‘lE on their inner Epil‘it. We have all seen, in one manifesta-
tion or another, the content slave who is comfortable with his lot, saamingly una-
ware of his surmundings. We know he contains a freedom of Epil‘it that El‘.‘:lipEEE that
of a miserable [.‘Il‘ir'll.".:ﬂ. The content slave has a Qiﬂ of freedom, his miserable circum-
stances simply won't destroy his spirit.

When our ancestors left Egypt and then received the Torah at Sinai, an inde-
pEI"Iﬂ’EI"It Jewish nation was born. The iI"IﬂE[JEI"IdEI’IEE was not maraly a onetime inde-
pandanca from servitude in Egypt. Thrﬂugh the Torah and our uniquﬂ connection to
the Almighty we are able to transcend whatever difficult circumstances we find our-
selves in. We are part of something boundless, an infinitely higher purpose. The Ex-
odus gave the Jew a highar ideal, an ideal that cannot be cumpmmisad th outside,
external circumstances. Our graat national mission defines our indapandanca, our
cheirus.

This defines our freedom. We are never r’E-i:'llljglr d pl’iE-DI"IEI‘ of our own circums-
stances. We are [.‘IIEI"I of a different I’EEIli'I'jF. Thrnughnut the ganaratiuns our ancestors
held seders in hidden caves, cellars, and bunkers; there, thﬂy leaned, drank wine,
and acted as free men. It wasn’t a farce. In those dire circumstance tthF celebrated
the idea that difficult external circumstances have no I:maring and carry no waight
on the undying Jewish soul. Our forebearers showed that a Jew connected to Ha-
shem lives for Eﬂl"l"lﬂtl"lil"lg which nnthing in the world can quash. This is our secret. It
is what givas us, the Jewish panpla the strangth to withstand our Iung and brutal ex-
ile.

Pesach is a time when we can take stock and rm:ngniza the unique gift of free-
dom we have. We are blessed with the power to transcend the trappings of our pre-
sent dﬂ:f and live for sumﬂthing much Iargﬂr. Althnugh our circumstances are differ-
ent, we can jﬂil"l our ancestors thrnughuut the d{es, and raise our glass of wine to




