Friends of Jesus and Mary

ﬁar‘r‘llgos de Jestis N Maric Florida Center for Peace
Mayo 2007
Miami, Florida
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

May is the month dedicated to honor Mary, the mother of Jesus. It is also a month where we can relate better to our own
mother with Mary, Jesus’ mother, and understand why Jesus crowned Her as Queen of Heaven and earth, and gave it to us as our
mother also.

Let use this month to awake our children and help them to appreciate everything that our mothers do for each one of us.
Help them to prepare a Spiritual Bouquet to be given to their mothers on Mothers Day.

Important feasts and some saints:

May 01 Saint Joseph, The Worker
May 06 Saint Dominic Savio
May 13 Our Lady of Fatima

May 13 Mother’s Day

May 17 /20  Ascension of the Lord
May 21 Leader’s Workshop

May 30 St John of Arc

May 31 The Visitation

Enclosed materials:

1. Monthly calendar

2. Meditation on the Sunday Gospel

3. Comic of St. Dominic Savio

4. Activities: a) Gifts of the Spirit T Fruit of the Spirit b) Mother’s Day Greeting Card  c) The life of Mary
d) House Virtues  e) The most beautiful women

Suggested videos (all available in the “Video Club”)

1. The day of the sun danced 5. The Ascension
2. The Life of Jesus I 6. The Visitation
3. Mary 7. Confirmation

4. Prayer 8. Fatima

The Eucharistic Retreat for the children of the prayer groups and their families will be on June 9 at Saint Louis
Catholic Church from 9:00 to 1:00 pm. Make plans to come. Please bring the information of how many of your group
will assist.

Our next meeting May 21 at 7:30 p.m.

Committee de Amigos de Jesiis y Maria.

FLORIDA
9779 S.W. 72nd St. + Miami, Florida 33173 « Tel: (305) 412-1700 « Fax: (305) 4121777 « E-mail: amigo_ijm_miami@fcpeace.com
TEXAS
138 Fair Avenue + San Antonio, Texas 78223-1014 « Fax: (210) 533-7136 * E-mail: angelastj@aol.com
Webpage: www.fcpeace.com
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Murywith fer Moiter
So often when Mary with her
mother, Saint Anne, prayed
to God in heaven above,
They believed the Lord was

with them, so great was their
faith, trust and love.

The husband of Mary was Joseph,
a sanity carpenter, chosen to be
the foster father of Jesus in the
Holy Family of three

When Mary was a child in
Nazareth, she learned
from her mother, Saint
Anne, about the coming of
the proclaimed Messiah, in
God’s Salvation plan

When Mary grew up as the
Blessed Virgin, she was greeted by
an angel from the Lord, chosen
was she to become Mother of
Jesus, through the Holy Spirit in
heavenly accord

Mary becomes the
Mbother of Jesus

her cousin, the Holy Spirit let
Elizabeth know that Mary was to
be the Mother of Jesus.

Mary’s face had a shining glow

Hyfinds s

When Mary went looking for Jesus, this is what
Mary saw: Her twelve-years-old son teaching the
teachers of the law



So strong was Mary’s faith'in
God as a wedding guest she
knew Jesus could work a miracle,
and at her request, He would
too.

After jars were filled with water,
the water was changed to wine,
people were amazed to see, this
truly miraculous sign!

— <~ Mary was with the apostles,
_ ~. Wwhen the Holy Spirit came
@ »_ to rest, Above the head of

each of them, and Mary was

Thus—to honor the
Mother of Jesus, Our
Heavenly Queen, they

Marian hopes that many,
throughout the world, may

came, and they paused heed, the call for prayer and d ‘r},‘
to pray “Hail Mary”, and penance, for Mary to inter- v
her goodness to pro- cede.

claim

When we say a “Hail Mary”

together, as each holds a

T “Hail Mary” bead, We ask
the Blessed Virgin Mary, to
“Pray for us sinners”.
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Our Lady is most beautiful woman because she is undoubtedly the one who loves God the
most. This is the secret to her 6mury‘

I .am going to tell you how St. Bridget of Sweden once saw the Queen of Heaven:

She qp})earer[witﬁ a gufden tunic that shined with a great figﬁt, a mantle the color (_)ftﬁe
sky, very beautiful hair hanging down her back and a gorgeous crown with seven lilies and
seven precious gems.

St. Bridget was amazed, looking at the great beauty of Our Lady. Then St. John the Bap-
tist appeared to her and said, “I am going to explain to you what you see.”

And he 6e_qun to tell her the meaning (_)f each tﬁing:

The GOLDEN TUNIC indicates that Mary loved God ardently, both in her heart and in
her works.

The BLUES MANTLE indicates that for her all temporary things were as if they were
dead.

Her HAIR signifies that Mary is the most pure and immaculate Virgin.
The CROWN indicates that she is the Queen, Lady and Mother of the King of angels.

Then St. John explained what the SEVEN LILIES which Jesus had placed on His Mother’s
crown meant:

The 1st [ily: represents Mary’s humility

The 2nd lily: her fear of the Lord

The 3rd lily: her obedience

The 4th [ily: her patience

The 5th lily: her firmness

The 6th lily: her meekness

The 7th fily: her mercy in the needs of those who invoked her.

Lastly, St John the Baptist explained to St. Bridget the meaning of the Seven Precious Gems
that Jesus had place in His Mother’s crown.

The 1st gem: represents her unique virtue, because no one has such a high level of all
the virtues like the Virgin Mary.

The 2nd gem: fer }Jeg[ect purity, because Mary never sinned.

The 3rd gem: her beauty which is so great that the saints praise God for having cho-
sen such a beautiful Mother and the angels themselves are filled with
joy when they see Mary.

The 4th gem: her wisdom, because God filled her with His knowledge.
The 5th gem: her fortitude
The 6th gem: her ﬁrigﬁtness, which is so great that the angefs, who have eyes 6rigﬁter

than light itself, are illuminated with our Lady’s brightness and the
devils dow’t dare to look at her face.

The 7th gem: her great quantity gf sweetness, because the closer we get to her, the
more she fills us with spiritual joy.

I am sure that you can now understand a fittle better why Our Lady is the most beautiful

woman. It is because her son Jesus, who is the creator (_)f all the beauty in the world, gave
her the best.
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Here are the resolutions to put behind "The House of Virtues." To
make it, fold the two pages along the dotted line

Take flow- Sing a song
ers to Our to Our
Lady Lady
Smile at Help out
everyone around the
house
Share your
sweets with Do not
the others complain
about any-
thing

Do you know what I am doing? ... I am collecting flowers.

All day tell
Our Lady:
"Virgen Mary,
Help me to be
better”

Pray a dec-
ade if the

Think of
something you
do not like
and offer it
up Our Lady
for the poor
children

Pray the Make a visit
Angelus to to Jesus in
Our Lady the Taber-
nacle
Eat every- Offer to Write a
thing on your
| g ony do the ep-  Prayerora
plate, even poem to Our
what you do rands Lad
not like 4
Give Money to a
poor person or
place it in the Do not
poor box at match TV
church today.

Do you know why? ... Because it is May, the month dedicated to Virgin Mary!

I am preparing a bouquet of flowers to give her .. and in addition to these flowers,
T also thought about preparing another bouquet, of spiritual flowers. You know how?

You see a house, right? It is "The House of Virtues.” In this house you can prepare well,
like the children you see, to give gifts to Our Lady that she will like.

Behind each window and each door there is a resolution that you have to do, one for each
day in May. There are only 16 windows and doors, so when the 17th of May comes, you will

have to start over again.

To find the resolutions, first you should separate these pages from the magazine and cut
the windows and doors. But, be carefull Do hot cut them our completely: always leave a side
attached. Now you can star giving gifts to Our Lady
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e HE LOVED JESUS S0 MUCH THAT HE

will come to / \ COULDNT BEAR TO HEAR PEOPLE
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be afraid. ’)

HE DIED O THE STH OF MARCH AT 14 YEARS

HE BECAME VERY ILL'E':I HAD TO GO

The Blessed Virgin is coming
To take mel

| OF AGE. AFTER SUFFERING WITH JOY. HIS
FEAST DAY I5 THE 6 TH OF MAY. !

i Please, ask Jesus }

ta forgive you.
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Jesus wants us

May 6th:
5th Sunday of Easter

Talk about the story. Talk with the children about what
they think loving one another means. How do the people
they see on TV love one another? Do you think that this is
real love? Who really loves them? How do they show it?
Whom do they really love? What do they do to prove it?

Activities. Pass around cards and ask the children to write
up invitationsfrom]esus to love others. Inside the invitation,
they can write concrete ways in which to express love (doing

homework, treating, others with respect, sharing, helping,

forgiving)

Final prayer. Have each child present his or her invita-

tion which they later will present at the Oﬁ%rtory. All an-

swer: “Jesus, I want to love every one like you.”

You are there. Imagine how Jesus must have felt.
He knew they were going to kill him.
He must have said these words very seriously. How do you

fee] W[’I@H)/OU hear them? Do you think is easy?

BEESFRBBEBPEBBBEBBFBBBBBB86544

& &
: WORD SEARCH s
: Find the following J S OMAMTIGUO S %
# hidden words in
#& Spanish and write a M EMNVYVZPFRS I
& sentence using them: DI S CIPULUOS
&
: I AT UDEMASC :
: LOVE, ANOTHER, FMRESERYVIR :
SERVER,FRIENDS, I A L A R A M1 P A
# DISCIPLES, GIVE, &
# LIFE, EASY, DIFFI- CHCROCEDAR &
& CULT, EASTER, I NB I VODAMM ®#
& JESUS &
& L B RPLSCUAA %
3 RPASCUARRM 5
& &
FEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEEBBEEHEEHEEH

Amigos de Jesis is a weekly Catechetical service shipped quarterly

to love one another

Acs14:21-27;
Rev 21:1-5
John 13:31-35

T

Q: Jesus tells us we most love one another even if the other person has done

something wrong, Have you ever had to ask your parents or friends to forgive you
when you made a mistake! Was it easy for them to forgive?

Jesus, your friend, invites you:

0 Being a friend of Jesus “inside” is not enough. We have to
show it. He says there is a sign that shows who are his friends:
that is love. But this is not going to be easy, because we must
love all.

0 Who is it difficult for you to love?

(0 Are there people whom you really dislike?

What am I going to do?
Spea]z to Jesus and tell him about some time when it was dg'ﬁficuh

& foryou to love someone. Tell him about things that go on around
# you that make it diﬁricu]tforyou to love someone. Ask him to help
& you to see that God loves everyone. Tell him what you want to do:

©  For example: I will invite a classmate whom I do not like too

much to play with me.

© For example: I will treat all the people I see this week with
respect.

by the Claretian Missionaries. Text by Carmen Aguinaco and Jaime Bascufian.

©2007 Claretian Publications. For more information, call Claretian Publications at 1-800-328-6515



Jesus leaves instructions

May 13th:
6th Sunday of Easter

Talk about the story. Talk with the children about
the violence they see around them or in movies and TV.
Ask them if they know somebody who seems to be at peace.
When have they experienced moments of calm and secu-
rity? What conflicts or fights would they like to solve?
How could they soothe the conflict?

Activities and prayer. Ask children to draw and cut
our doves of peace. They should then write down some-
thing they will do to keep the peace of their homes or
among their friends. Build a mobile where each child can
hang his or her dove. As each child does so, all respond:
“Jesus, you give us peace.” Present the mobile at the offer-

tory with their commitment to be peacemakers.

You are there.

How do you picture a family or people at peace to be?
What would you like to ask Jesus about those mysterious
words about another kind of peace?

I XSS EE S EESEESSE ST S S ST S S S T3

& &
: ‘WORD SEARCH :
: Find the following C NTENDET RIJE :
# hidden words in &
#& Spanish and write a M OEDNETNEN &
#& sentence using them: I1 GNMSICCST &
&
: G GHTV FI ANAUE :
PEACE, WORLD,
FEAR, CALM, P RO BLEMASN :
#& TRUST, JESUS, A ABMDTIDGHD 4
# DISCIPLES, &
% FRIENDS, CON- Z HAEGOTUCONE s
# FLICTS, UNDER- VEROAODTTITR #
& STAND, PROBLEM &
& DI S CT1TPULUOS =%
3 CONFIANZATR 3
& &
SHEEEEEEEEEEEEFEEEEEEEEEEHEHEEHEEHS

Aas 15:1-2,22-29;
Rev 10:14,22-23;
John 14:23-29

world by forgiving others and spreading his message. How do you bring peace to
your family and friends?

Jesus, your friend, invites you:

(0 Think of the times you feel at peace. Are you at peace, for
instance, when you tell lies to your parents, or when you
think others have more that you do, or when you want to be

superior to your siblings and classmates?

What am I going to do?

Speak to Jesus and tell him about the things that make you fell
fear and anxiety. Ask him to be with you at those times to give you
peace and trust Tell him what you want to do this week:

©  For example: [ will forgive someone who has hurt me.

©  For example: I will speak with Jesus when [ feel fear and un-

rest.

Amigos de Jesis is a weekly Catechetical service shipped quarterly by the Claretian Missionaries. Text by Carmen Aguinaco and Jaime Bascuiian.
©2007 Claretian Publications. For more information, call Claretian Publications at 1-800-328-6515



We are Jesus’ messengers

May 17th:
Ascension of the Lord

Talk about the story. Speak with the children about
their dreams and goals. What would the)/ like to be? How
do the)/ like to be? How do the] think tbe)/ would achieve
this?

Speak about today’s story. How do they imagine Jesus’
ascending? Do they think it is unreasonable for the angel
to say to return to work after having seen something so
amazing? What could that mean for us as friends of Jesus?
Where do we have to return? What does Jesus ask us to do?

Activities. Ask the children to draw and cut out clouds
where they can write their goals, dreams, and hopes. They
can hand them in the upper part of a poster you may have
in class. In the lower part, they can draw ladders connect-
ing the clouds with the things below. Ask the children if
the two things connect well, that is if they feel that Jesus

wants them to do agrees with their own dreams and hopes.

Final Prayer. As they present their commitments, all

(13 »
say: We are _your messengers, Jesus

You are there.

Do you think it is awesome that Jesus goes up to the sky?
Are you scared? Do you, as the others, keep looking at the
sky amazed?

Acts 1:1-11;
Heb. 9:24-25; 10:19-23;
John 14:15-16, 23-26

Jesus, your friend, invites you:

0 Jesus sends his friends to do his work; that is, to sever and help
others, to communicate that God loves them, to share what we
have, to respect everyone as the image of God, and to strive

for justice.

What am Igoing to do?

Speak to Jesus and tell him about a time when you saw something

“"""""‘“““““““““‘quiw amazing. As himfor strength to do what he wants qf)/ou.

& #Tell him what you want to do:
: WORD SEARCH :
:Find the following ARARIMRTTIR R :@ For example: [ will share my toys with other children.
hidd: ds i
:s;)an?slh“;zrd wiea ME NS A J ERGO S :@ For example: I will be respectful with the adults and I will not
& sentenceusingthem: | G L, N S E A C D O : answer back when they tell me something I do not like.
: GRGI S S NMNG :@
HEAVEN, ANGEL,
$ ook messen. O B R.C 1 U D ADIT %
GERS, AMAZED, LS BMISBGHM 4
& FRIENDS, JESUS, *
% CITY, RETURN, J AUESESTITINA *
: WENT UP VRRDADTLIRUOR :
& P ERDONAOL A #%
: ASOMBRADOS 3
& &
EEEEEEEEEEEEEFBEEEEEREEEEEEHEHEE

Amigos de Jesis is a weekly Catechetical service shipped quarterly by the Claretian Missionaries. Text by Carmen Aguinaco and Jaime Bascuiian.
©2007 Claretian Publications. For more information, call Claretian Publications at 1-800-328-6515



Stephen gives witness

Acs 7:55-60;
May 20th: Rev. 22:12-14,16-17,20;
7th Sunday of Easter John 17:20-26

Talk about the story. Speak with children about
Stephen’s death and about martyrs. Explain that the word
martyr means witness. Mart)/rs are those who, in spite qf
persecution, continue firm in their discipleship of Jesus,
forgive those who persecute them and remain united to
God and to everyone. Have they ever been martyrs
(witness) when they have done good even if they were
criticized for it?

Activities. Dramatize the scene. Those who persecute
Stephen give him opportunities to save himself by doing
wrong (we will not laugh at you or bully you if you do not
do your homework, or you help to sell drugs, or you leave
school and come with us ...) The child representing

Stephen can give his reasons to say no to all that and to

follow Jesus.

Final Prayer. Invite the children to think qf someone

who does not think like them and present them to God Q:  Stephen, 3 follower of Jesus, forgave those who kifled him for spreading Jesus’

message. Are you able to forgive those who have hurt or mislead you? What
asking or unit. Invite them to pray for the unity of their type of things have you had to forgive?

family and for those who have hurt us.

You are there. Jesus, your friend, invites you:

Are you among those who are just looking up? What do Jesus is always with you, as he was with young Stephen. Are
you think about Stephen? Is he crazy to forgive his killers? you able to forgive those who have hurt you?

Can you forgive, like Stephen did, those who do you

harm? What am I going to do?

Speak to Jesus and thank bimfor the times in which you bavefe]t
7‘**7‘*7‘7‘*******************‘***: he was near. Tell him what you want to do this week:

&
&
s WORD SEARCH
&

&
&
Find the following PERDONATRG E # © For example: I will behave well in class even if some class-
# hidden words in : mates laugh at me.
# Spanishand writea M LOMEUNZOPOP ROLS ®© For exam;]e' I will forgive someone who has done something
& sentence using them: & : o S}
C GL P ST TITOCOZC b rond to me
H IGHIJSSMRU:©_<9—'
STEPHEN,
: STONES, JESUS, ESTEBAAWIC :
KILL, FORGIVE, L ASDDEZEVYVAH 4
# HEAR, SEE, &
# HEAVEN, OPEN, OI1 URSOYP Q E A &
: GLORY S EMATAARBR :
& P ER S ONMRBRL A %
: ABIERTTUVR R §
& &
X F ¥ Y X F Y F Y F XS X FF X TS EX ST ST SRS L ¥ )

Amigos de Jesis is a weekly Catechetical service shipped quarterly by the Claretian Missionaries. Text by Carmen Aguinaco and Jaime Bascuiian.
©2007 Claretian Publications. For more information, call Claretian Publications at 1-800-328-6515



The Spirit takes away fear

May 27th:
Pentecost

Talk about the story. What are they afraid of? What
do they do when they feel scared? Have they seen people
who cannot understand each other? How could that situa-
tion be solved? Speak about the story. When are Jesus’
friends less scared? What do they do then? Speak about the
gifts of the Spirit and the fruits of these gifts. How can we
know that the Spirit is in a group? (if there is generosity,
kindness, peace, patient, joy ...)

Activities. Have tongues of fire drawn and cut out of
construction paper. Behind each one, write one qf the
fruits of the Spirit (joy, kindness, peace, generosity ...)
Let the children cut them our and explain what they can
do to live that fruit of the Spirit.

Final Prayer. Each child reads thefruit he or she has

received. All answer: “Lord, you are a Spirit qf love.”

You are there.

Are you scared when you feel the wind and see the fire? Do
you also go out to talk to people about Jesus? How does
this make you feel?

SESEEESESEEEEEEEEEREREREREHHEAEHE

Aas 2:1-11;
Rom. 8:8-17;
John 14:15-16,23-26

Jesus, your friend, invites you:

0 Jesus tells us that he will sends his spirit on us, too.

(0 Wherever the spirit is, there is, joy, love, and unity rather
that selfisbness, division, or jealousy. How can you tell gf the
spirit of Jesus is with you?

#What am I going to do?
:Speak to Jesus and tell him about what scares you. Ask him for his

:Spirit to guideyou. Tell him Wbat)/ou want to do this week:

For example: I will help someone who is new in school, who is

different, or who feels scared.
For example: When I feel scared, I will try to think that the

Spirit of Jesus is with me.

&

* WORD SEARCH

:Findthefollowing A CJLENGUA S

# hidden words in

#& Spanish and write a MLESU&PTIRTITU

& sentenceusingthem: | ¢ § E M P A Z D C

: A NUNU CI ARNYV
SPIRIT, JOY, FEAR,

:WIND,FIRE, L QS SIS EWXI

#& PEACE, AN- E F UMOE A DH E

#& NOUNCE, LAN-

& GUAGES.FEasT, G H B G S O S Q O N

SFRIENDS,JESS R F I E S T AR B T

&

& M RDGNARLDO

: AOPQROTUVR

&
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DO YOU KNOW WHICH ARE THE GIFTS OF THE

HOLY SPIRIT?

INSIDE OF THIS BOX YOU WILL FIND THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
In each card of the small 8% boxes write the nome of the 8in.
On_ the bottom you will Find a list of words, among them are the seven Siﬁ:: of the Holy Spirit, can you Find
them?

|- Fear of God
2- €ucharistic
3 Moss

Y- Fortitude
5- Wisdom_

6- Penance

7- love

8- Imowledee

9- Pray

WHICH OF THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT HAVE YOU RECEIVE

10- Piety
ll- Confirmation
12- Gladness
I3- Baptisrm

M- Love

I5- Wisdom_

16- ﬂlorringe

17- Counsel

18- Cabechirm

LI-ST1-01-8-S--1
seysondsay]
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May 31

,J W . w N g}'rhe Visitatioh of Mary

m t0 her cousin Elizabeth




