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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 
April is a month of joy for all of us. We celebrate the season that reminds us of new life and beginning, 
The Eastern Season. 
 
Our church this year celebrates the feast of the Annunciation on April 8, because the 25th, fall on Holy 
Monday. We have included several sample activities to do with the children. 
 
Enclosed you will find some Feasts and Saints for the month: 
Apr 02 St. Francis of Paula 
Apr 04 St. Gemma Galgani 
Apr 07 St. John Baptist de la Salle 
Apr 11 St Stanislaus Kostka 

Apr 17 Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 
Apr 25 St Mark 
Apr 27 Leader’s Workshop 
Apr 29 Saint Catherine 

 
Enclosed Materials: 
 

a) Calendar for the month & meditation on the Sunday Gospel.. 
b) Activities 

a. Activity of the Devine Mercy 
b. The Ten Commandments 
c. The Annunciation 
d. Weird Words 

e. Prayer Service 
f. The Sheep’s puppet 
g. Saint George & Saint Mark 
h. Grow in God’s Love 

 
Suggested Videos: (All available in the video club) 

1) The resurrection celebration 
2) The story of the Sister Faustina 
3) Eucharist 
4) The merciful love of Jesus 

 
The next workshop will be Saturday, April 27th at Saint John Newman Catholic Church. It will be 
an all day workshop. From 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. We hope to see you. 
 
May God bless you always, 
 
Friends of Jesus and Mary 



Friends of Jesus and Mary

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
Easter Monday Easter Tuesday Easter Wednesday Easter Thursday Easter Friday Easter Saturday

First Friday First Saturday

Acts 2.14.22-33 Acts 2, 14a.36-41 Acts 3, 1-10 Acts 3, 11-26 Acts 4, 1-12 Acts 4, 13-21
Psalm 15 Psalm 32 Psalm 104 Psalm 8 Psalm 117 Psalm 117

Mt 28, 8-15 Jn 20, 11-18 Lk 24, 13-35 Lk 24, 35-48 Jn 21, 1-14 Mk 16, 9-15

7  - Second Sunday of 8 9 10 11 12 13
Easter The Annunciation St Stanislaus St. Gema Galgani Pope Martin I

Divine Mercy of the Lord

Acts 5, 12-16 Is 7, 10-14          Acts 4, 32-37        Acts 5, 17-26        Acts 5, 27-33 Acts 5, 34-42 Acts 6, 1-7
Psalm 117 Psalm 39 Psalm 92 Psalm 33 Psalm 33 Psalm 26 Psalm 32

Rev. 1, 9-11a He 10, 4-10 Jn 3, 7b-15 Jn 3, 16-21 Jn 3, 31-36 Jn 6, 1-15 Jn 6, 16-21
Jn 20, 19-31 Lk 1, 26-38

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Third Sunday of

Easter

Acts 5, 27-32 Acts 6, 8-15 Acts 7, 1-8, 1a Acts 8, 1b-8 Acts 8, 26-40 Acts 9, 1-20        Acts 9, 31-42
Psalm 29 Psalm 118 Psalm 30 Psalm 65 Psalm 65 Psalm 116 Psalm 115

Rev 5, 11-14 Jn 6, 22-29 Jn 6, 30-35 Jn 6, 35-40 Jn 6, 44-51 Jn 6, 52-59 Jn 6, 60-59
Jn 21, 1-19

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Fourth Sunday St George & Adalbert St Mark

of Easter

Acts 13, 14. 43-52 Acts 11, 1-18 Acts 11, 19-26 Acts 12, 24-13, 5a 1 P 5, 5b-14 Acts 13, 26-33 Acts 13, 44-52
Psalm 99 Psalm 41 Psalm 86 Psalm 66 Psalm 88 Psalm 2 Psalm 97

Rev 7, 9.14b-17 Jn 10, 1-10 Jn 10, 22-30 Jn 12, 44-50 Mk 16, 15-20 Jn 14, 1-6 Jn 14, 7-14
Jn 10, 27-30

28 29 30
Fifth Sunday of St Catherine of Siena Pope St Pius V

Easter

Acts 14, 20b-26 Acts 14, 5-18 Acts 14, 19-28
Psalm 144 Psalm 113 Psalm 144

Rev 21, 1-5a Jn 14, 21-26 Jn 14, 27-31a
Jn 13, 31-33a
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Friends of Jesus and Mary 
Second Sunday of Easter April 07, 2013 

Readings: Acts 5:12-16; Psalm 117 Revelation, 1, 9-11a12-13.17-19 John 20, 19-31 
Jesus Appears to His Disciples/ Jesus and Thomas 

It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind locked doors, 
because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities.  Then Jesus came and stood among them.  “Peace 
be with you,” he said.  After saying this, he showed them his hands and his side.  The disciples were 
filled with joy at seeing the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father 
sent me, so I send you.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you 
forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  
One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the twin), was not with them when Jesus came, so the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the scars of 
the nails in his hands and put my finger on those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  A 
week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was with then.  The doors were 
locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands; then reach out your hand and put it in 
my side.  Stop your doubting, and believe!”  Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  
Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me?  How happy are those who believe 
without seeing me!”  In his disciples’ presence Jesus performed many other miracles which are not 
written down in this book.  But these have been written in order that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through your faith in him you may have life.  (John 20, 19-31) 
Reflection 
Imagine the scene.  How do you feel when you 
see Jesus standing there after so many days 
that you thought he had been dead?  If you 
were Thomas, would you have believed what 
the others said?  Is it easy for you to believe 
others?  Jesus’ friends were afraid.  What 
scares you?  Believing is not always easy.  The 
community of the church accepts everyone, 
even those who doubt but seek God sincerely.  
Share. 
Activity 
Dramatize the apparitions of Jesus to Thomas 
and his friends.  Where was Thomas the first 
day?  Was he not afraid, that he went out?  
Was he performing some service for the 
community? 
Prayer 
Lord, we want our words, thoughts and 
actions to proclaim that your presence gives 
joy, forgiveness, and peace to those who 
believe.  Help us to live in this manner.  
Strengthen our faith.  Amen 
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Friends of Jesus and Mary 
Third Sunday of Easter April 14, 2013 

Readings: Acts 5:27-30, 40-41; Psalm 29; Revelation 5: 11-14; John 21:1-19 
Jesus appears to seven disciples/ Jesus and Peter 

After this, Jesus appeared once more to his disciples at Lake Tiberias.  This is how it happened.  Simon Peter, Thomas 
(called the twin), Nathanael (the one from Cana in Galilee), the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples of Jesus were all 
together.  Simon Peter said to the others, “I am going fishing.”  “We will come with you,” they told him.  So they went out in 
a boat, but all that night they did not catch a thing.  As the sun was rising, Jesus stood at the water’s edge but the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus.  Then he asked them, “Young men, haven’t you caught anything?”  “Not a thing,” they 
answered.  He said to them, “Throw your net out on the right side of the boat, and you will catch some.”  So they 
threw the net out and could not pull it back in, because they had caught so any fish.  The disciple whom Jesus loved said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!”  When Peter heard that it was the Lord, he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had 
taken his clothes off) and jumped into the water.  The other disciples came to shore in the boat, pulling the net full of fish.  
They were not very far from land, about a hundred yards away.  When they stepped ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there 
with fish on it and some bread.  Then Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  Simon Peter 
went aboard and dragged the net ashore full of big fish, a hundred and fifty-three in all; even though there were so many, 
still the net did not tear.  Jesus said to them, “Come and eat.”  None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 
because they knew it was the Lord.  So Jesus went over, took the bread, and gave it to them; he did the same with the fish. 
This, then, was the third time Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from death.  After they had eaten, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these others do?”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered, “You 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Take care of my lambs.”  A second time Jesus said to him, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me?”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered, “You know that I love you.”  Jesus said to him, “Take care of my sheep.”  A 
third time Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  Peter became sad because Jesus asked him the third time, 
do you love me?” and so he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you!”  Jesus said to him, “Take 
care of my sheep.  I am telling you the truth: when you were young, you used to get ready and go anywhere you 
wanted to; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will tie you up and take you 
where you don’t want to go.”  (In saying this, Jesus was indicating the way in which Peter would die and bring glory to 
God.)  Then Jesus said to him, “Follow me!”  (John 21:1-19)  
Reflection 
In the readings of this week Jesus let us know that in 
spite of our unfaithfulness, God says once again he 
trusts us if we reaffirm our faith and love.  Share with 
the children about what they understand by obedience.  
Whom do they obey?  Has this person sometimes asked 
for difficult things?  Did they do it?  Do they feel that the 
adults trust them?  How do they feel when it is not so?  
Have they ever done something they thought they 
would never be forgiven for?  What happened?  Share. 
Activity 
Prepare in red construction paper or cardboard, one 
heart for each child.  Bring some extras just in case one 
of them would like two.  Ask them to write on them the 
name of one family member to whom they will show 
special love this week.  In the back of the heart write 
what they would do to show their love for them.  Place 
them in a basket on the altar of the group and as they 
place them say:  Lord, I love you.  Help me to love all my 
family members and to show them my love. 
Prayer 
Lord, you know we love you.  Teach us to show love to 
all people around us.  Keep us in unity with our family 
and friends.  Teach us to trust one another and to show 
each other daily the love we have for one another.  
Amen. 
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Friends of Jesus and Mary 
Fourth Sunday of Easter April 21, 2013 

Readings: Acts 13:14, 43-52; Psalm 99; Revelation 7:9, 14-17; John 10, 27-30 
 

Jesus Is the Good Shepherd 
 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never die.  No one can snatch them away from me.  What my Father has given me 
is greater than everything, and no one can snatch them away from the Father’s care.  The 
Father and I are one.” (John 10: 27-30)  
 
Reflection 
What sheep do you think Jesus is talking 
about?  Why does he say he is a good 
shepherd?  Could you be one of those sheep 
Jesus is talking about?  Do you recognize his 
voice when he calls you to do something?  
What do you think he is asking you to do?  In 
order to hear well, you need to listen.  How 
can you listen to Jesus every day?  Share. 

Activity 
Ask the children to draw and cut sheep.  They 
must write their name on one side and on the 
other side what they would do for a friend 
this week.  Bring to the group a big poster of 
the Good Shepherd.  Ask the children to place 
their sheep on the poster.  As they do it say: 
“You are my shepherd, Jesus, I want to listen 
to your voice.”  

Prayer 
Lord, you offered yourself for us as lamb, but 
you are also our shepherd.  You teach us to 
listen to you, to follow you, and to be good 
shepherds for one another, caring for one 
another with affection and working for the 
common good, which is to be with you.  
Thank you, our Good Shepherd.  Amen. 
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Friends of Jesus and Mary 
Fifth Sunday of Easter April 28, 2013 

Readings: Acts 14: 21-27; Psalm 144; Revelation 21: 1-5; John 13: 31-35 
The New Commandment 

After Judas had left, Jesus said: “Now the Son of Man’s glory is revealed; now 
God’s glory is revealed through him.  And if God’s glory is revealed through 
him, then God will reveal the glory of the Son of Man in himself, and he will do 
so at once.  My children, I shall not be with you very much longer.  You will 
look for me, but I tell you now what I told the Jewish authorities, ‘You cannot 
go where I am going.’  And now I give you a new commandment: love one 
another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  If you have love 
for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.”  (John 13: 
31-35) 
Reflection 
The sign of Christians is the love for one 
another.  What distinguishes Christians is 
that, despite difficulties, they can continue to 
love, going beyond discrimination, hatreds, 
and hurts.  We are invited to love like Christ 
did, with a real interest for those who were 
poor and for their problems.  With respect 
and acceptance for each person.  Listening, 
believing in the capacity of people to do good.  
Being a friend of Jesus “inside” is not enough.  
We have to show it.  Who is it difficult for you 
to love?  Are there people whom you really 
dislike?  What are their ideas about love?  
Share. 
Activity 
In the next page you will find an activity 
“Grow in the love of God.”  Do it with the 
children and show them how we can grow in 
the love of God and our brothers and sisters 
with our good deeds.  There is also another 
activity that you can use, according to the age 
of the children. 
Prayer 
Lord, you ask us to love one another with a 
love that is not easy because it demands 
forgiveness, understanding and inclusion 
even of our enemies.  But we know that this 
love is possible because you loved us this 
way.  Help us to be signs of your love for the 
world.  Amen.  
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