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Friends of Jesus and Mary

Cycle A -1 Sunday of Ordinary Time
Isaiah 60: 1-6; Psalm 71; Ephesians 3, 2-3a.5-6; Matthew 2, 1-12
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling
all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They
said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem,
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to
shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the
star’s appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.” After their audience with the king, they set
out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the
place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the
child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed for their country by another way.
Reflection

The Word Epiphany means revelation. How is the Three Kings visiting
arevelation? (The Three Kings knew the Jewish scripture that a Savior
King would be born, preceded by a star. That is why, when they saw the
star, following the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they set out to find the
newborn King.) The Three Kings were not Jewish like Joseph and Mary;
they were from foreign lands. What does God reveal to us by this?
(Jesus’ message is for the whole world, not just the Jewish people.)
Traveling a long way bearing gifts for a newborn King reveals that a
very special King would be born. What must they have thought when
they found the baby in a stable? (God is humble and loves poverty of
heart.) They took gold, incense, and myrrh as gifts. What did this
reveal? (Gold is offered to kings and Jesus is a King; incense is offered up to
God and Jesus is God; myrrh was used to bury people and Jesus is human and would suffer and die for us.) For
them, the star was the presence of God. How can we be God’s light for others? Share.

Activity

On the next page write the name of each gift that the Three Kings brought to Jesus in the appropriate

boxes below. On the last page, write on the arms of the star, how you can be light that leads others to Jesus.
Cut, color, and hang. Game: hide stars, each with a Word that describes how they can be light to others (loving,
sharing, forgiving...) Then, have the children read what their star says and say how they want to put it into
practice.

Prayer

Jesus, you are the light of the world. Sometimes I get lost because I am interested in things that lead me away
from you. Teach me to follow your light always so [ may lead others to you. Amen.

Song: O Come all Ye Faithful, Lifetree Kids (Ctrl Click) https://youtu.be/1YI3Kaxx2gk

PPT: https://docs.google.com /presentation/d /1X-geVmj]DFYKh QOnGGABeeOrK87jHX1/edit?usp=share link&ouid=115268475267556305384&rtpof=true&sd=true
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SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY, Matthew 2:1-12

And they did
Him homage.

Write the name of each gift that the Three Kings brought to Jesus in the appropriate
boxes below. Follow the thread to see the meaning of the gift.

Because they

know that Jesus is Because they Because they
God. recognize that recognize that Jesus
Jesus is human is King.

and will die for all.
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| WANT TO BE A LIGHT THAT TAKES OTHERS TO JESUS.

Instructions: Write or draw on the 5 arms of the star, how you can be a light
leading others to Jesus. Color, cut and hang with a ribbon.
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