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Celebrate your destination wedding or
honeymoon with Apple Vacations and
revel in a sun-drenched paradise that
will turn your blissful dreams into
breathtaking reality!

Apple Vacations has a team of experienced
Destination Wedding Specialists who are
ready to assist, making the process both
easy and enjoyable. Whether you're f-,';,
saying ‘I do” in your favorite destination ;
or on your honeymoon, you'll receive
quality service and extra values

that will make your getaway more
affordable than ever. Plus, Apple
Vacations offers great group
benefits and savings, soit's easy

for family and friends to share

your special day with you!

See your favorite Travel Advisor,
visit applevacations.com,
or contact our Destination :
Wedding Specialists at '
(800) 815-2000.
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Event Centers, Catering, & Special Event Design

Menus range from Lradilional to cuslom designed.
We'll caler Lo any localion or one of our cleganl [acililics.

Cadll to schedule a FREE menu tasting!

Some resirictions apply.

SOUTH COUNTY 314.638.6660 | MARYLAND HEIGHTS 314.453.9000

P® www.OrlandoGardens.com ® @&
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After the
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Make sure your wedding -
gown looks as perfeet as it did
on your wedding day ...
by having it professionally

cleaned and preserved
by American Cleaners.

Quality and Value

Our team, will take special care to iﬁ.rf?
mspect and hand clean your gown,
carefully removing anystains or
discoloration that may have occurred, ~
while protecting loose or fragile beading,‘.-t
fineembroidery and delicate lace.

22 locations in Missouri & [llinois
www.americancleanersstl.com
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

s the publisher of Saint Louis Best

Bridal Magazine. | have firsthand
knowledge of the 5t Louis wadding scene
= s year more so than others. In addition
to my role as pulslisher, | also held the
esteamed (and extremely stressful) position
of Mother of the Bride.

| have anamazingly organized daughter

and | was honored that she enlisted my help
inthe planning process_ | guickly learned
that my role was to provide guidance

an selecting and managing the local
businesses, which was the perfect role for
me as | consider myselt an expert in this
space, My qualifications are that | LOVE to
shop, and (other than a poticeable Amazon
habit) | am passionate about shopping local,
always. | maks (L a point to gat te know local
business cwners, and | consider many of
them friends. | am lbyal to their business,

and | beiieve the feeling is mutual

From my perspective, selecting local
wedding vendors (or partners as | prafer to
think of them) s a no-brainer, Why would
you trust the details of cne of the most
important days of vour life to a stranger?
Knowing that these business owners are
cammitted to perfecting their piece of the

wedding day is crucial for your sanity.

My daughter and | considered owselves
lucky — we had already established
relationships with many of these businasses,
and as a result, they dutitully offered insider
knowlegye on the businesses we weren't as
famillar with. We \coked for great products
and services, and if we didn't click with the
owner/manager, we went elsewhere. This
offectively limited any concerns regarding
the day-of logistics,

Our goal with Saint Lous Best Bridal s to
also be a local business partrier to St. Louls
area couples, We offer advice in all aspects
of planning the day {and beyond). While
rmuch of this infarmation s wedely avallable,
we Infuse our contant with local partners
who appreciate your business and truly
desire to make your wedding day absolutely
perfect. Be sure to give tham a look.

In addition to the twice-a-year magazine,
wa featute tips; trends and small business
insights every single week enline. Sign

up for our newsletter, follow us on soclal
media and bookmark our website st
stiouisthiestbndal com, We want to be
your local wedding partner and welcome
yaur imput, Be sure o reach out with your
suggestions and iWeas directly to me at
tariffinabesthridal.com,
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Angie and Kyle Adams and their
puppy, Opal, pose in front of
tha Stone House of St. Charles
on Dct ], 2019, Photo by Chosen
Photograpty LLC
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true love

REAL WEDDING PICTORIALS

Il cara & Gary

I3  Erin & Christian
1Y) chianti & Shaquon
23  Taylor & Brandon
Z¢ Ellana & Tommy

3l  Angie & Kyle



Something old.
Something new.
Something borrowed.

Something Ze

Make your special day even more memorable. Book your wedding festivities,
ceremony and reception at the Saint Louis Zoo. You can choose from four exclusive
venues that offer not only romance, but excitement as well—The Living World,
Lakeside Cafe, River Camp and the Event Tent. Then let our staff of professionals
help plan every detail, from catering to animal greeters—and even private tours
of many of the Zoo’s 90 acres of habitats. For more information, call (314) 646-4855
or visit stlzoo.org to complete an online rental inquiry form.

vy Saint Louis Zoo

Animals Always”




kcliling Gbries

| Cara and Gaf‘y’s love story began

with the bride saying he was cute and ending
with them both saying “| do!” l From Greek life
.
to married life, Angze and Kyle sealed
their marriage with puppy love, | Bling was the
. -
ning ot Chiamniti = Shaquon’s
classy, whimsical wedding. | Brandon
flirtatiously picked on Taylor in sixth grade

math class - years later he picked her to be his wife. I

Erin and (jhristian shared crayons

in preschool, dated in high school, then committed

to forever. I Tommy met Eliana on

a mission trip and made it his mission to marry her.
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JULY 20, 2019

THE DETAILS:
CEREMONY LOCATION:
The Jewel Box
RECEPTION LOCATION:
ZACK
INVITATIONS:
Bride's Aunt Jackie
BRIDE'S DRESS:
Simply Elegant Bridal
BRIDESMAID DRESSES:
Bella Bridesmaids
HAIR & MAKEUP:
Emily Miller Hair & Makeup Team
MEN'S ATTIRE:
Macy's
RINGS:
Novak Jewelers
FLOWERS:
Stefanie Schilling
CAKE/DESSERTS!
The Sweet Diving
ENTERTAINMENT;
Downtime Band
PHOTOGRAPHER & VIDEOGRAPHER:
Tower Studios
HONEYMOON DESTINATION:
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THE DETAILS: VWW. TGrsivapty

CEREMONY LOCATION:

Main Street Methodist S ONLING v
RECEPTION LOCATION;

Bluff City Grill v
INVITATIONS: '_r-...h_

DESIGNED BY: Jordan Design Co.

PRINTED BY: Schwartzkopf Printing
BRIDE'S DRESS]

Frew's Bridal
BRIDESMAID DRESSES:

Frew's Bridal
HAIR:

The Avalon
MAKEUP;

Merle Norman
MEN'S ATTIRE:

Frew's Bridal
RINGS:

Maneke Jawelers
FLOWERS:

Dick’s Flowers, Inc.
CAKE/DESSERTS:

First Stop Bake Shop
ENTERTAINMENT;

Complete Weddings Events
PHOTOGRAPHER & VIDEOGRAPHER:

Megyme Productions
HONEYMOON DESTINATION:
Colorado
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THE DETAILS:
CEREMONY LOCATION:

Marriott St. Louis Grand - Lacledes Ballroom
RECEPTION LOCATION!

Marriott St. Louls Grand - Crystal Ballroom

INVITATIONS:
Paperkeet by Tori

Maiden Voyaae
BRIDESMAID DRESSES;
JJ's House
HAIR;
Kirshae Grasn

Nettie Kelley Cosmetics
MEN'S ATTIRE:

Macy's

Shane Ca

Big Bow Events; Strategl K Studics

Patty Cakes
ENTERTAINMENT:

DJ Reminise
PHOTOGRAPHER & VIDEQGRAPHER:

Endy Events

‘Cabo San Lucas, Mexico
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WWW.ANDRESBANQUET.COM

Accommodations for 30 to 600

Complete Packages
Starting at $14.95 per person

Full service off premise catering availabie

ONE STOP SHOPPING!

Florists, Photographers, Invites,
Tuxedos, Limousine, DJs, Reverends
& Hotel Accommuodations all at one
convenient location!

EIGHT CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Andre's South In South County
314-894-2622

Andre's at Sunset Hills Golf Course & Banquet Center
314.448-2414

Andre's at Glenmark Farms in New Town St. Charles
314-606-0090

Andre’'s at Seven T Farms in Sulllvan
314-894-2622

STLOLHSBESTRRIDAL COM

Andre’'s West in Fenton
314-691-5650

Andre's at Brookdale Farms in Eureka
836-253-0867

Andre’s at Fox Run Golf Club In Eureka
636-253-0B67

Andre's at Oak Valley Golf Course & Resort In Pavely
314-606-0090
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Thomas & Eliana

April 23 2019




PHCHENGRAPHER: ERI

PLANNER: KATE + COMPANY

Limen

N\ )SrLous 2201 LOCUST ST, ST. LOUIS, MO 63103+ 314.615:2480 %,
EVENT SPACE |
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from our brides

COMPILED BY SARAH GERREIN

Be orgamzed. Have a
planner. Dion't want until the

i last minute to order items
It's good to plan fer perfection, but try to i
\ Box tems separately by
remember that many of the things that you'll
raoms and label each box
stress about are not that important. =)
‘caremany,” “recaption,

“cocktail hour,” “bride suite,”

“groam suite,” ete. It helps
miare thar you know

Get a day-of wedding
coordinator! Whetherit'sa
super trustad and organized
friend ar a wedding
praefessional, you want to be
able to enjoy your day shd
not be running araund like
arazy making sure everything
is getting done correctiy
Day-of coordnators are a

life-saver!

se smiall, lacal businesses if you canl Not only
does using local businesses help your commumity
arow. but they are so supportive and go cut of
their way to make your day even more speciall

My one piece of advice would be to cherizh the wedding planning experience! | know you will

hear this a-million-and-one times, but your big day will ke here before you know it! | was so excited

ta get marriad that | just kept wishing for time to fiy by and it really did. Being engaged can be

stresstul at times, but it is such a special time in your litel Soak up all the fun maments of baing
engaged and getting to plan 8 wedding!

Enjoy every moment! The wedding glanning
processgoes by Ina blink of an eye. Don't stress
too much about the little details and focus on what
matters most — the love you share for pach other

STLOAHSBESTBRIBAL.COM | - | Wi Vs & TAKT WEHE is



EY NATALIE MACTAS

Ted and Erin fell in love with a vacant church and then fell in love
with each other, Baing fond.of the architecture, Erin jumped at the
opportunity when this church-turmed-library in New Haven, Missour
weant up for sale in 2018, Widowead at the time, Erin invited an oid

friend and contractor, Ted, to help her turm it mte her dream home.

From contractor to husband, that cld church buliding became the
foundation that their love was bullt upon. One year later. they were

married |n their lofty home surroundsad by loved ongs:

i HMME & I STLOLHSBESTRAIDAL COM

The sweetest part of our wedding was having all of our friends and
family working together to make our day special,” Erin said, "Our
siblings, cousins, children, grandchildren and fnends each contributed

inunigle ways.”

From the handmade decorative ormaments to the porcelain Dutch doll
cake toppers, every detail intheir wedding day was significant to their
love story

Every aspect of our wedding was touched by someons we love," Erin
said. "l believe that it's most important that your day represents your

love and personalities”
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BY NATALIE MACIAS & AUSREY BYRON

At Saint Louis Best Bridal, we have a mission to share
locally produced products and services with our
readers. We draw inspiration from the local makers
and entrepreneurs with innovative ideas and services
in St. Louis, and we have found that it is a mecca for
creating unique wedding expeariences,

Whether it be a custom jean jacket hand-stitched

in shop by Daily Disco's Abbey Eilermann or your
wedding bouquet pressed into artwork by Gald

& Blooms' Audrey Carruthers, these are the small
businesses creating one-of-a-kind products and
services in S5t. Louis. Check out a few of our favorites
to elevate your wedding game!



Fower Cirove Park’s indoor and

outdoor venues—Piper Palm

House; Stupp Center, Music
Stand and Ruins—present
chiarm, history and romance
unlike any m the region.

A

TOWER GROVE
— PARK —

Qur First-Time Home Buyer
BUYiI‘Ig your Mortgage offers:

Z g ‘? = NO closing costs

P » NO privale morlgoge insurcnee

= NO down poyment requirements
= NO oniginofion fees
First .
(36,728 3380 « BOO A42.7969
Community po s

§1 shere deposit required. Must qualty for membership. Missourt & Minois residents only. Loan subject fo credit approval Rates; leris and
be pre-paid ot closing. To qualify as a first-ime home buyer. the applicant cannot have awned & home or had an ownership inferest in a
primary residence for the past three years I you have had joint ownership i @ home in the (a5t three years. you can apoly a5 an indiidusl
applicant sand quality for the Firs-Time Home Loan First Community Credit Union NMLS ID # 884198 Federall insured by NCLIA

SAINT L CHARLES

CONVENTION CENTER

0 Selection

The options you want for
wedding packciges, audio
visual, up-lighting, staging,

decor & more

0 Spacious

16,2005q. ft. Grand
Ballroom & 6.025 sq. ft.

Juniar Balroem plus

pre-function space.

0 Convenient

Full service from dinner
to decor, attached to
Embassy Sultes Hotel
& easity accessible to
major highways

636.669.3000

One Convantion Cerler Plogg
St Chcifes, Missoun 63303

StChalesConvertionCeantér.com

STLOWMSSESTRRIOAL.COM | it BEST Wi MaS 5TAH |



FAULT LINE CAKES
FROM CAKE HOUSE
DESIGN

Thug cake style may comtain
the word "fault”™ - but we find
mone in it. Fault line cakes are
cammonly filled with sprinkies

but owner, Lyndsay, and har

crew kicked it up a notch by
incorporating an Intricate

floral design inspired by tha

l bride’s bouquet
| PEOTD FROVIUET B CARE Huilise DEseil

EMBEROIDERED
DENIM JACKETS
FRCM DAILY DISCO
Think letterman jacket of
the 21st century. but with a
madern, vet vintage twist:
Shawease your persanality
or new name with this
custom denim keepsake

from Daily Disce.

SEASONAL
BOUQUETS FROM
FLOWERS & WEEDS

Far those plaining o wintes

wedding, one concern may be
nagalng the brain - what will the
flowers look like? Mot to warry

- Flowers & Weeds spocializes

in creating seasonally perfect
bouguets and decarations with
locally grown flowers and plants

PO PROVTEEDS BY FL0ERS A WEE]
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PERSOMNALIZED GIFT BOXES
FROM GREETABL

Loaking to pop the question to yaur
bestia? Maybe sha |ives out of town

CULT & KING SET ar yorl just want it to be extra special
SPRAY FROM NOTCH Greetabl has the perfect gift to ask your
The botanically-infused styling best friend to become your bridesmaid!
and setting spray allows for BHOTCS PROWIDT &+ TREET2E

breautiful sculpting of dry

ar wet hair that actually
replenishes instead of harms
your locks: Its smell-good
benefits are made ayven better
by its eco-friendly, refillable
brottle that cuts down on

unnecassary waste

PHOTY PROVICED 8V BENISE KOSSRER
b utm"ﬂ“u
I8 i do

PRESSED
BOUQUETS FROM
GOLD & BLOOMS
Turns out there are more
options than the white dress

to be praserved after your big

day. Gold & Bloams enakles you CRAFT BREW COFFEE
to save a more colorful part of FROM KALEIDOSCOPE
your wadding - your bouguet - Craft coffea has never looken
through prassed flower artweork cooler (or tastad better), Keep
PHOTO PROVIBES BY BOLD A BLODME your wedding guests caffeinated

in style with Kaleidoscope Craft
Brew Coffee’s vintage brew trucks

PO SROWIEED B KA LEDOECOPE

STLOLNEEESTEAIDAL COM | | HEST WELILHNS STakl MER al
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SET PRIORITIES, DECIDE WHO PAYS, LIST TRANSACTIONS

COMPILED BY SARAH GERREIN

The wedding planning process is not magical, and heavenly intervention should not be expected. From start 1o finish,

crganization is Imperative A few management pricritias help keep wedding planning in check ard an schedule

SIT DOWN AND DECIDE

Béfore setting plans in motion, decide
wha can pay for what Whether a couple
is established or starting out, financial
priorities must be consicdered as the
yistan of the wedding unfelds For smooth
planning. there should be give-and-

take plus thoughtful consideration in

a chiscussion between & cougle and all
others who will contribute payment
Couples, particularly older brides and
grooms, often pay & major gart or all thew
wedding expenses Parents may play a
less traditional role by paying for anitem
like flowers or offering a specific amount
toward a single or total tall

MAKE A SPREADSHEET
Organize a spreadsheet with three
expenss celumns. Estimated, Modified
and Actual Color-cade, divide and titla it
in any way that makes sanse to you Make
a commitment to tracking expenses as
you go so that if peperwork is misplaced,
your budget will stay up-te-date Use free

anline tools to create the spreadsheet



LIST EVERY DETAIL

Mot knowing what is dueand when a Gill
should be paid disorganizes brides and
greoms and any other parson responsible
for making payments Record each
purchase Note how [t was bought - by
check, credit or cash. Was it paid online?
Extra columns show how much 1s due,

by when and how you expect Lo pay.
Immediately list an expense when Incurred
and paid even in gart, filling in appropriate
columns with details.

SAVE ALL RECEIPTS

Print out every receipt for the wedding
and designate & lerge envelope to hold
them Knowing where each nickel and
dime goes lets you envision the path
your buaget should follow Receipts help
avoid overicoked minor expenses. Evena
few dellars misplaced here and there can
bverrun a careful budgset

BE SELECTIVE

AND PRIORITIZE FOR SMART
BALANCE OF BUDGET

Prime areas to weigh: number of
attendants and guests, food and drink,

stationery, gifts, handmade detalls,
exotic flowers, takeaway gifts

WEDDING PLANNING GUIDE

You've found the
love of vour life and
the two of you are
getting married!

Now what?

Your wedding is ons of the most
complex events you, your spouse-ta-be
and your families may ever orchestrate.
A solid plan moves the procass forward
so the anticipation 18 pleasant. This
timeline and checklist helps organize
details from a chaotic start into the
happiest celebsratian of your lives

g 12 MONTHS

Select a date ahd time far
the wedding

Arrange for parents to get together
perhaps at an engagement party or
informally over dinner

o Begin to compile guest hst

O Discuss budget with everyone wha
may contribute financially, establish
priorities, Including heneymoan

= Interview potential wedding planners
Select pfficiant and visit with him or
her to discuss wedding preparation
and procedures

— Salect catenng service If ot
provided by reception site

(|

Visit stiouisbestbridal com

to announce - for free - your
engagement online and in the local
St. Louis Past-Dispatch newspaper

L Choose members of the
wedding party

[}

Research legal rules for marriage
liesnses in location where yau will
wed, and immediately add dates to
implement them to a calendar

L Marrow down ceremony and
reception sites and book them
(@ papular location may book
18 monthg in advance or open
reservations anly 12 manths before)

| Close inonstyle theme and colars
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BY ALUGREY AYRON

One of the most harrowing parts of planning the wedding is the dreadec question—who gets an
invite? While there are many pecple in your life you may love, here are some helpful tips for who
should actuslly be there for the ceélebiration of your life with your new spouse

NO
ST ART yes Would you be upset
' ' . If they didn’t Invite
1_1 ERE Are they Immediate? you to their wedding? YES
YES NO YES
Have you seen them
2 NO
Are they family? In'the past Year?
NO YES
YES
" Are they friends? : Are they coworkers? _
] — NO N,
oy fr
[ |
- S8 A
3 14
= s -




NOPE

NO

Are they reliable?

Have they met
your partner?

NO

NOPE

vws  INVITE!

YES

Would you buy them
YES a celebratory dinner?

NO

Do they dance?
NO

YES

INVITE!

WEDDING PLANNING GUIDE

6 -9 MONTHS

Baok phatographer and
videoarapher

Book ceremony musicians and
reception band or DJ

Reserve parly rental equipment
(tables, chairs, tents, lighting, linens)

Shop for and order bridal gown and
accessgorias

Select florist
Select bridssmaidds’ dresses
Ciase v an final guest list, addresses

Arranges wedding cake tastings, then
arder a favarite

Research honeymoan spots and
select trave! agent

Mall save-the-date cards, espacially
for destination ar holiday wedding

Make master to-do list, keep copies
onty with those who need to know

Consider items for registry

4 -G MONTHS

Crder wedding invitations, thank-you
notes and Personal stationery
fearlier |5 bettar)

Attend pre-wedding counseling as
required or desirad

Reserve location of rehearsal dinner
Arrange ledging for cut-ef-towners

Select and order formalwear for
men, schedule fitbings

Complete registry

Reserve wedding-day transportation
as nesged: to the ceremony, from
ceremony to reception, from
reception to aftar-party ar where
you will spend your wedding might

Meet with travel agent to plan
heneymoon and make reseryations

Secure travel documentation,
renew/get passports if needed
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BHY NATALIE MATIAS

websiles:

must-have

Planning a wedding can be tedious and overwhelming: The task of communmicating all of your hard work and detslled plans

to your guests is a big part of the stress Befeore the digital age, mailing save-the-dates, creating excel spreadsheets and
|uggling RSVPs required the multitasking skills of & professional If you are plarning your wedding and wandering where to
start — a wedding welisite, a bride and groom's ultimate planning and communication tool — may make your life a lot easier

Some of the most popular wedding websites include The Knot, Zola, Minted, WeddingWire and Wix

Al of these services are free, with the exception of premium peckage upgrades

WHY CREATE A WEDDING WEBSITE?

EASY TO SET UP,
EASY TO NAVIGATE

Even if you've never worked in InDesign

or Photoshap in your entire life, these
sites make outting together a website a
prece of eake No knowledge of ceding

18 required to bulld 8 beautiful site with
engaging content for your guests. Simply
choose a layout that fits your style (bonus
some even let vour website match your
save-the-clates and invites), follow the
easy-to-navigate steps and your wadding
wabsite |5 ready to share with guests
These websites afford a ton of space to
share infermation that you could notona
traditional invitation and also allew
guests the opportunity to learn mare
about you as a couple

EASY FOR GUESTS TO
NAVIGATE TOO

Once your website is created. list your
URL on your save-the-dates and invites so
guests can auickly find your page. Upoon
searching your URL, guests w)ll enter

your aweseme néw website and find all
the details of your big day. From your
wedding party and travel information to
things to do for out-cf-towners to your
registry, all the information is in ane place
This allows you to easily sef expectations
tar the wedding and add in all those

little detalls that either dont fit on your
nvite or seem odd to list. Examples can
include: attire guidelines, cash bar, &
no-alcohol reception ar your request for an
unplugged wedding




GUESTS GET TO KNOW YOU
(AND YOUR FRIENDS) ON A
MORE PERSONAL LEVEL
Wedding websites are a window to the
bride and groom's personality as a couple
Couples often upload thelr engagement
photos and tell their love stery, They

can also prafile the wedding garty with
pictures and descriptiens of their closest
friends and relatives These personal
touches make guests excited for the event
and help mcrease the likelihood they'll
attend |f they know rmore about you
guests will sppreciate and
understand the untque touches

at your wedding, tae

F 4
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COST-EFFECTIVE (AND GOOD
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT)

The need for a hand-mailed REVPs can be
eliminated altogether lssuing invitations
through your wedding weabsite will save
you monay on purchasma printed and
mailing invites, It's a win-win for both
parties invelved (and saves a few trees
along the way ) Callecting RSVPs thraugh
your site also keeps the responses
organized and captures details on food
choices ina way that's easy to celiver to
your caterer, Remember, your website's
geal is to keep guests informed and
pumped about the big day Maks sure it's
detailed, fun and all-inclusive to make
the day a success for yourself and your
hanored guests

WEDDING PLANNING GUIDE

2 =4 MONTHS

Firish addressing invitations
and send

Mest with caterer to discuss plans
for food at the reception

Complete honeymoon ptans

If not-alteady noted.on calendars,
fill i time for securing marriage
license

Select and order wedding rings

-1 Set appointments with
hairstyhst/makeup consultant for
rehearsal and wedding day.
Choose favors and guest book

-1 Complete cake order, if necessary
Book room for wedding night

Create wedding website



WHEN TO SAVE MONEY AND WHEN TO SAVE TIME

BY AUBREY BYRON

The do-it-yourself revolution has taken wedding pianning by storm. The Pinterest board solutions cover everything from ornigami-inspired
decarations to |n-depth salf-catering guides But when Is it worth it to craft and whan are you biting off way more than you want to chaw?

Here's pur guite for how to keep wedding crafting fun and nat & logistical nightmare.

TABLE DECORATIONS

Table decarations can range from elegant
bouguets to fun bursts of personality

— ||ke book stacks, vintage cameras or
terrariums and bird cages Whatever your
style, a table decoration is the perfect
place to make your wedding your own
Plan a gals’ night and break out the paint
brushes, glitter and tulle. Not enly can you
save same dough, but it’s an opportunity
to spend crafting time with your most
creative pals!

CAKE

Listen, everyone has a great aunt who has

“|ust the best recipe” and perhaps they
offered to make your wedding cake after
s couple glasses of wine. But unless that
family member owns a catering business,
this one is best left to the professionals
The cake (it that's what you decide your
dessert of choice should be) (s often a
centerpiece of the reception Don't strain

your relationships of your precious little

timein the days leading up to the big day,
and |ef the prosdeliver!

DON'T

SEATING CHART

Upcycled shutters with hanging
clothespins, painted glass or amall,
framed calligraphy on the table — the
options for making yaur own seating chart
are endless No matter your creativity
level, this |3 a doable place Lo |et your
personality shaw and make something
that matches you and your spouse-to-be's
style Use venyl records or a hat tip

ta your favorite sports team! Don't ba
afraid to employ the heip of a friend on
thisane Call up your bridesmaids with the
best handwriting and have a fun bonding
night aver wirne'




NO MATTER YOUR CRAFT,
YOU’RE GOING TO NEED HELP!

No need to let your wedding planning take you away from
your social circle. Call your aunts or your wedding party, and
see if they're willing to lend a hand!

FLOWERS

Flowers are an expensive part of the
ceremony, and maybe you've read a thing
of two about domng your own but unless
you are familiar with botanicals — this ene
Is best left to the florists Certain flowers
like daffodils can prematurely kill the ather
flowers in your bouguet Plus if stored
incorrectly, same flowers can wilt guickly,
especially during a summer wedding.

If you want to ayoid gead botanicals

in your wedding photos for a lifetime.

it's best to play It safe and
skip the floral DIY

INVITATIONS

Whether you are dying to try the packet
invitation trend or just looking for a
placa to save, wedding mvitations are &
surprisingly doakle place Lo create a liltle
bit of room In your budaet Thare ars
endless free templates online that cater
to any wedding colars ar style Or spring
for some calligraphy pens and make
something your friends and family will
want to save

DIY

WEDDING PLANNING GUIDE

(/ 4 -8 WEEKS

o1 Plan menus for rehearsal dinner

T Pick up wedding rings, arrande for
engraving ar check for accuracy

Have final htting of wedding gown,
make alteration appomtment

=l Have run-through of bridal hair and
maksup, experiment now, not later

=1 Check that bridesmaids have
arranged fittings far their gowns,
groomsmen for tuxedos/suits
and shogs

Draw up seating plan for ceremony
and reception

2 Submit song lists to ceremany
musician and reception band ar DJ

— Finalize plans with every wedding
vendor, ingluding phetographer

=1 Select gifts for parents, attendants
and each other

I Mailinvitations six weeks before
wetlding, earller if destination
wedding or if many travel, design,
test-drive map for out-of-towners

_| Decideonany insurance policies and
name-change documents

Z1 Write and order proegrams for
ceremany

Attend bridal shower(s)

—t Purchase travel insurance for
heneymoon

2 =4 WEEKs

~|  Final gown alteraticn appointment.
bring slong mard of honor to learn
how to bustis

Prepare information to announce
wedcding after the big day at
stlouisbestbridal com

2 Write vows, if desired, write tcasts

2 Heview guest list and provide caterer
with final counts

-l Finalize seating arrangements and
firish place cards for reception

= Provide rehearsal and wedding day
schedules ta wedding party

ol Arrange gift transport from reception

“1 Brde has last pre-wedding halrcut
and coloring

- Be certain names on photo [Ds
and/or passports match honeymean
plane tickets and reservations

Everyone: Break \nshoss
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wedding tips

CONTENT EYKATHERINE ROTH . ASBOCIATED SRESS

To protect the environment, many couples are saying "l do" to Zero-Waste weddings,
focusing on sustainability for everything from floral design and dresses to invitations and food.

ATTIRE

Like tables, chairs and lingns, wedding
dresses and tuxedos can be rented:
Vintage or second-hand dressas are
also popular, and can be teilored to size
Seme designers now make Zero-Waste
dresses using fabric scraps otherwise
destined

far the trash

"Zero-Waste weddings sre a recent
trend in France Thisyear | even
designed a weadding dress for a client
made from pleces of her grandmother's
wedding dress,” says Laetitia Drouet of
the French-based Kamelion Couture

FOOD & DECOR

Choose cloth napkins and authentic
tableware, glassware and plates, rather
than disposables

"It's easy encugh to rent, borrew or find
things at thrift shops." says Kallogg.,
whie used her asbundant collection of
Mason jars and borrowed itemis for her
reception

“Somaetimes an eclectic mix of plates
and glasses can be fun,” says Johnson
Sheand Johnson both recommend
colorful displays of fruits, vegetables or
even flower petals as table centerpisces
that guests can take home and enjcy

GIFTS

“Instead of traditional wedding gifts, we

asked guests to each bring a side dish
or something to drink, and contribute to
cur honeymoon fund,” Kellogg says

Other couples ask

for donations to their
favorite charity or
contributions toward
a goal, such as a down
payment on a house.



The phota ta the nght shows a
flower crown featured. in the book
"Seasonal Flower Arranging: Fill
Your Homa with Blooms, Branches,
and Foraged Matenials All Year
Round” by Ariella Chezar. Part of

a zero-waste wedding can Invalve
crafting and do-it-yourself projects
to avord shipping and spending

FLOWERS

Choose locally grown, seascnal flowers,
certainly from a carbon-footprint
perspective if not a waste perspective,” says
Ariella Chezar, auther of the forthcoming
book “Seasonal Flower Arranging: Fil Your
Home with Bloams, Branches, and Foraged

Mateariais All Year Round" (Ten Speed Press),

To cut back on waste, make sure your flarist
|sn't using fosm in centerpieces and other
arrangements. ' |t's one of those products
that is non-biodegradable and s totally
unnecessary, says Chezar

Next, plan how your florals will be
repurposed after the event, she says. Many
wrganizations will gick up arrangements
and give them to nursing hormes and other
institutions If hothing slse, make sure
flowers are compasted,

INVITATIONS

“For my wedding invitations, | bought card

stock and painted a design an the front,
but these days |'d say paperlesspost.com
or another e-mal option would be the
best Zero-Waste option.” says Johnson,

If you're set on paper
though, “go for recycled
paper with vegetable
ink,” says Sylvester.
Some papers are
embedded with seeds,
50 guests can even soak
the invitation in water
and then plant it.

WEDDING PLANNING GUIDE

1 WEEK

Send out all final payments
possible, place fees still due in
enveiopes

Dielegate responsibilities for the
wedding day to reliable helpers

Finalze rehearsal and rehearsal
dinner, confirm attending numbers

Double-check detalls with vendors

Pack for hapsymoon and
canfirm details

Greom Have hair trmmed
Gather items for emergency kit

(bobby pins, hair spray, concealer;
ibugrofen, lipstick, atc )

1=2 DAYs

Get massage, manicure, pedicurs,
purchase and pack extra nall polish
in shade you are using for touch-ug

Pick up remaining rental attire

Attend rehearsal and raview all
detaiis with parbcipants

Enjoy rehearsal dinner, orser family
and friends, present wedding party
and parents with thank-you gifts

Get a good night's sleep



MAPP

BY AUSREY 2YRON

If you're in the mrddle of planning, your wedding
might seem forever away But once the day arrives,
It's going to fly by Take careful time to plan for
each moment (and poessible hiccups), so you don't
|lose track of time. However your wedding day
begins, use this helpful timeling to prepare

CEREMONY
FIRST

GET TO THE VENUE,
SEE FINAL SETUP

fhe doy

BRIDE HAIR & MAKEUP

9:00
AM

0:00

PHOTOS
FIRST

10:
AM

A HEARTY BREAKFAST

GET READY WITH
BRIDESMAIDS AT VENUE

Don't forget lunch! You're

iE

FINAL PREP
FOR BRIDAL PARTY

CEREMONY

PHOTOS

COCKTAIL HOUR

about to have a long day
(especially if alcohol is
invelvad!), make sure you
have a midday meal

FIRST LOOK
& PHOTOS

FINAL PREP

4:00

PM

Plan ahead for extra
travel time and delays.

CEREMONY

COCKTAIL HOUR



RECEPTION

DINNER & TOASTS

O

FIRST DANCE

8:.00
PM

Greet guests by
name, be graclous BOOGIE
and grateful.

DESSERT & COFFEE

LAST CALL Make time for quiet

moments between
you and your new life
partner,

GUESTS LEAVE

If it all doesn't go
according to plan,
just try to enjoy the
moment.

CLEAN UP

AFTER PARTY

WEDDING PLANNING GUIDE

Things to
remember
DAY OF

If you dan't have & coordinater,

choose somecne to help manage
|last-minute fixes

Double-check that you have all

Items you need, including your

emergency kit. Don't forget the
marriage license (aka the most

Important part)!

Give groom s wedding band to
maid of honorand bride’s ring to
best man

Make certain the best manand
maid of honar remember to sign
the marriage license.

0 Take advantage of snacks and
bottled water in the dressing area

1 |f you leave early, say goodbiye to
parents and grandparents,
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Advice From a Stylist

BEY AUBREY BYRDN

HIS & HERS TIPS FOR GETTING READY

When planning a day that involves picture after picture, it's natural for couples to want to look thedr besl. But what are the

best strategies to pull it off? We sat down with stylist, Jenn Rhodes of Notch and Kink Salon to discuss insider tips and

tricks for brides and grooms as they prepare for thelr wedding day,

DON'T
FORGET

TO HYDRATE
MNe matter

your makeup
routine. the

Nea. T way to
ensure the

best looking
skin Is hydration

Thi i r i 1
mais Ire yolr makey

wg My \ harin
AVOID spF

Avaid using a moisturizer
or makeup with SPF

ceealas argftoativie ight on

REMEMBER

THE DECOLLETE
The neck and
chest arg just
as important
as the face,
especially in adress
with alow cut. “Bienuing

=L the mwiine sngd

BE READY 1o rREAPPLY
Bring your lip
color with you!

Whether pou ok

your nae

Fi g re;

throvghout the ds

TRY i1 FirsT

Schedule a trial six months
before and a haircut one
manth out, Be sure to bring
all vail and hair pieces, and
bring photes for ideas!

to find

CONSIDER

A PRO LOOK

Far a flawless look that stays
on all day, consider airbrush
foundation, s 55 light

BOOK aHEAD

Especially if looking for ensite
services. book six months
shead. "Vhare may bo lmmitaif

swrvalions svallable and

| STLOWSBESTRRIDAL.COM
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TRIM earcy
Schedule a
haircut ar "‘.‘-,-..,,
facial one
week priar.

FRIFCUts

KEEP It cLAsSIC

For styhing — go with classic
and simple, "If you dont
rorrmaiy syl si

ey wiith a3 classic ook

e ing fhat Wil (a5t

fafgsr i DuCiures

BE pOLISHED

Faclal halr should be
maintalned, and don't
forget to trim the eyebrows!

USE probpucTs
Products can help maintain
& formal logk: "If you want

REMEMBER

MNAIL CARE

Pon't neglect the hands.
P of piofurss nyvolee

ot e

CONSIDERTHE @ “
SPA TREATMENT

Scheduling 8 hot shave

tha day of can heip ensure

a perfect look for the day

HTiafrmas thor

FIND Your MATCH

If you don't have a go-to
persan, try to meet one g
month out. "4 Jot of men

dinan HEadey 18 3 stylist gpecializng in My sand widnsn's Bair 25 well a3 certities
aittruth maksyp ariiel She orovides wedding day Abyhing comaitanons and anaits

naruicet ty raqueet
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YOUR GOWN

TIPS FROM AMERICAN CLEANERS

&

7" o the experts

SPONSORED CONTENT BY NATALIE MACIAS

= Stretching and distortion can
oecur when those heavy dresses
are hung for long periods of time

* Your gown should be protected
from light, moisture and
temperature extremes

With their cleaning and preservation expertise, locally-owned and -operated American

* Be mindful of sunlight, dust, pet
dander and cigarette smoke,
which can all damage fabrics

Cleaners will ensure that your wedding dress will be ready for the next generation.

Fast-paced wedding days can be fliled with need to be cleaned before being stored. All

* You should not store your dress

small instances that often leave invisible tix your attic or your basement

those hazards become permanent if they

spats on your precious gown, White wine are not cleaned before storage.

clear soda cake ieing, candle wax, etc can

all contribute to eventual staining. “While S¢ when dust ssttles—literally—leave t'to

those littie spots and spills are not naticed the experts for cleaning American Cleaners opened with one

right away, given time those spots and spills location in 1961, They now have 22 locations

will oxidize leaving yellow or brown marks Additional wedding services provided by inthe Greater St Louis area, They provide

on the gown," says American Cleaners, American Cleaners include cleaning and dry-cleaning, wet-cleaning and commercial

pressing the groom's attire as well as the laundry services Thelr prices on wedding

Gowns also pick up dust particles and other rest of the wedding party. They also aoffer gown cieaning and presarvation are some

debtriz fram the floor and outdoors. Gowns preservation of Your gown uan réguest of the most reasonable in the area

“w | MYBELLEZABRIDE®GMAILCOM
636-300-3437

7)Y
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BEST of
WE DDWGS
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Cur award- L ¥ :
winning bridal
salon alse offers
VIP bridal perks
Jor you and your
bridual party upon
booking! Are you
a groom? No
problem! We
have a private
in-salon

WHAT
WE
OFFER

-

Book with Belleza
Salon and reserve
our bridal area with
mimaosas and

breakfast pastries for
some pre-wedding
fun, or have our team
iravel to you on-
location! Choose from
hair, hareMinerals,
and atrbrush makeup
services to complete
your wedding look.

3449 PHEASAN

MEADOW DR #11

barbershop for
you and your
Groom Party. e
book up quickly
all year long, so
reserve your
wedding date
today and become
a Belleza Bride!

DFaLLOn MO 63568

I 1
BELLEZA

warmal « HATR SALON « mampsm

| |
n r@ @ @BellezaSalonStl

STLOLNSRESTERIDAL-COM
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FOR YOUR WEDDING

BY NATALIE MACIAS

Your color scheme sets the tone for your antire weddina—literally. These colors overflow on a continuum fram the
save-the-dates, nvites, table settinas, bridesmard dresses and, of course, bouguets, Whether you're a naturesque bride
whalowes sarthy tones or a lovar of all things spring with fun, bright colors=yaour color schemaes are uniguely you

Wehave picked a few spring-inspired color palettes for your ultimate hug mspiration

CLASSIC BLUE

Classic blue (not to be confused with
navy) has macde a comeback in 2020

Az the Pantene Celor of the Year
couples will have no trouble finding their
‘something Blue" and incorparating it
inta thelr color scheme. This timeless
color, paired with whites, greys or even
soft greens, will be sure to set a regal

tone for your wedding

AND NAVY

This combo evokes a fun yet classic
vibe with-a hint of nautical elegance
Coral complements the timeless navy
The contrast of these twocolors
creates an eye-pleasing palette that
caneasily be paired with silver of

gold to complete the look

S0 ey & MK E W STLOWSRESTRRIDAL € OM



PEACHES, PIMKS AND
TURGUOISE ACCENTS

Spring showérs bring Rowers—and spring
weddings bring colors! Peaches, pinks
and turguoise are the perfect bursts of
color to match the bright vibe of the
long-awaited spring seasan. IF you want
your wedding to pop, this colorcombo 1s
the way to ao

SOFT PURPLES AND
PASTELS

You can make & big statement with soft
oolors. This.cambo of lavenders, pastels
and blushes is simple but notewaorthy for
yvour big day. These easy-on-the-eyes
colers palr perfectly with Just about any
hue, creating a romantic vibe your

guaests won't forget.

|

; -
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EARTHY GREENS

If wou love all things earthy and fresh,
thiz simple yet eye-catching color palette
is for vou Greens, browns and neutrals
mirmie the eolors found in nature and
make far a beautiful paletts for your
wedding, Pull in:wild flowers, accent

with gald teuches and add some
succulents |nto the mix, and you'll be

aure 1o wow your guests

STLOUISBESTERIDAL.COM | 114F BEST W NS ETAKRT ML



It's a well-known clichd gopularized by movies ke " 27
Dresses” — bridesmaid dresses can be ugly and unfiat-
tering. But |t doesn’t have to be that way Here are elght
do's and deon'ts for choasing the best dresses for your
best gals

KEEP EVERYONE'S

BUDGETS IN MIND

Weddings arg expensive, even for the bridesmaids. Se
while talking about mopey can be uncomfortaie, it's 5
crucial conversation if you expect each bridesmaid to pay
for her own gawn

“Be considerate of your brigesmaids’ financial situations,
and have an open and henest conversation about your ex-
pectations as well as theirs. Remember, vou're friends for
areasen' says Amanda Guagliardo. marketing managear
for Azazie, an online bridal shop

CONSIDER FORMALITY

Your bridesmalds’ dresses should match the style of your
event “Want spmething biack tie and elegant? Cpt for
floorlength gowns in darker colors like black, navy and
cabernet. Geing for something more casual? Think bright-
ar colors, llghter fabrics and shorter lengths to match,”
gdvises Guaglardo

READ THE REVIEWS

Mest of us have never shopped for bridesmaid dresses
befdre. So do your research to flind a store that will make
the experience as gasy as possible

"Wedding planning s stressful enough — lind a reputatla
company that will gulde you through any guestions you
have and make sure your special day is perfect.” recom-
mends Guagliardo.

ORDER SAMPLE SWATCHES

If you go the anling route, be sure to arder swatches so
you can see the colar in-person before buying, Colors ¢an
appear different online due 1o soreen resolutions, as well
as fabric cholce and lighting

LEAVE TIME FOR
ALTERATIONS

Dent wait until the last minute to order your bridesmaids’
dresses. Most retailers recommend orders be placed six
months befare the big day. If you're ordering online, leave
enough time {at least three months) for potential return
and alterations

MM | STLOWMSBESTARIDAL COM

don’ts

OF BRIDEMAID DRESS SHOPPING
BY CARLEY LINTZ CTW FEATLRES

ASSUME ONE STYLE
FITS ALL

Everyone's tastes and badies are different, so take the time
to consult your bridesmaids before choosing a gown. Or,
better vet, embrace the mix-and-match trend by letting
vour friends choose their own complementary dresses

"One of the most commeon mistakes we see brides make
s thinking that ene styis will flatter evaryone " says
Guagliardo, Embrace what makes your friends special and
urigue and allow them to choose a style they feel mast
comfortable n”

BE AFRAID TO SHOP ONLINE

Buymng something as important as a bridesmaid dress
can feel a little skatchy. Luckily, today you don't have to
sacrifice boutigue guality products for the convenience
of anline.

“At Azazle, we offer try-on samples In any size so you an
gather your bridesmaids and host a try-on party Inthe
comfort of your own home.” says Guagliardo, "No time
limit, no salesperson there Lo pressure you inte a styie
they think you should like."

it's also a great option for bridal parties with members
whe live all acress the country

FORGET ABOUT DYE BATCHES

To ensure that your bridesmaid dresses match perfectly,
mstruct vour bnidesmaids to place their [onlingl orders
within 24 hours of one another so thal they can be dyed in
the same lot." advises Guaglarda
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o ways to

capture
our
big day

POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY
IDEAS TO HELP THE
MEMORIES OF YOUR
WEDDING LAST A LIFETIME

BY CAITLIN MULLEN PUTERBALGH, CTW FEATLIRES
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Your wedding photos will tell a story that’s uniquely
yours. Opt for some of these popular trends aimed at

personalizing your photos.

1. NATURAL STYLE AND

FILM REVIVAL

Candid, photojournalistic-style wedding
photography remains very popular, says
Laise Jones of Leise Jones Photography
in Bostan, Additionally, film photography
and digital images that ook simiiar to film
are trending now, says Shawnee Custalow
of A Lovely Photo, based in Richmend,
Virginia. She views the use of traditional
film as a novelty couples can add te thew
photo package.

2. FEWER GROUP SHOTS,
MORE COUPLE PHOTOS

Couples are eschewing numergus pictures
of the bridal party in various groupings
and limiting formal Family photes. | think
people redlize, 'That's talang more time on
my wedding day,™ says Custalow. "They
want rmore great photos of themselves”

3. PERSONALIZED
EXPERIENCE

Couples today put all of this effort into an
event that is uniguely them, so they want a
photographer who can capture that

Couples should keep in mind the intimate
nature of documentary photography
when searching for a photographer. The
key is finding someonea whose personality
meshes with vours

DON’T FORGET THE DRONE!

4. LESS EMPHASIS ON DETAILS
While photos of the couples’ rings or the
wadding dress hanging In the window
abound on Pinterest, Custalow says many
of the couples she works with are no
longer as voncerned with the cetalls,

Jones recommends couples think about
the photas they might want on display in
their homes — often, detail shots don't fall
intoe that category. “In general, couples are
less interested in photos of the details, and
more interested in photos of their friends

and family,” says Wenzel,

5. CAPTURING THE

‘FIRST LOOK'

Another trend that remains popular
photagraphing the momaent the bride
and groom see each other before the
ceremony.

Many couples like daing this shat early in
the tay, so they don't have Lo be pulied
away from celebrating with family and
friencls to take portraits

“It's really a lot less stressful for them to
get those photos out of the way,” Jones
said, "sa that from cocktail heur, on —

they re partying.

A drome can create awe-nspirng photos that are impossible te get fram the ground

Do some careful planning and map out the location of vour wedding or reception and

identify gardens, meadows, stalrcases, ste. that will creéate artistic #and unlgus photos

Word to the wise, be sure to hire an experienced and licensed cperator, and check

the local drane laws to avoid disaster,

STLOUSBESTRRINAL COM I i v B LA H I 59



You can't spell M

without S'1'

1/ FOREST PARK

Considered one of the nation's greatest urban
public parks. you can't go. wrong with day-of
wedding photos at the beautiful Forest Park.
From the wide views at Art Hill and the Jewel Box
to the Muny and the World's Fair Pavilion— this
tried-and-true location will offer perfact photos
for any season

FOOTO BT JACKELYANI M EL PHOTOSNARYY

2 MALCOLM W. MARTIN
MEMORIAL PARK

Beligve it or not. the ideal arch photo isn't actually
under the arch Head across the river to capture
the entire 5t Louls cityscape as your backdrop.
To snap the (deal skyline photo, this location will
not disagpoeint

SHOTD BY JESS 8 AEnN BHSTTI RBAPHY

3 |LIBERTY BANK
AMPHITHEATER

with the historic downtown Alton bullkdings as one
backdrop option and the other being the Mighty
Mississippl River-and Clark Bridae, the Liberty
Bark Amphitheater in Alton, llinois 1s the perfect
spot for large-groups and airy photos.

FHOTD @Y MERVME BRUDUL VISNS
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BY NATALIE MACIAS

to the splendor.

4 | POST COMMONS

Located just 30 miles from downtown St. Louis,
this beautiful, historic buillding that was formarly
a Unitec States Post Office 1s perched atop Alton,
lllinois” theater district with some of the best river
views in town — perfect for snapping a vintage-
Inspired phato on your big day,

BHa 1o BY KELLs DRALE SHOTORE AMEY

5 RUINS OF THE CHURCH
OF GOD iN CHRIST

The scenery at the urban church ruins is
undeniable, Located at 3750 Washington in
St Louis, the former Church of God m Christ
isa must-shoot |ocation for wedding phetos.
The walls of tha concrete church shell are
dressad with vy leaves, leaving a mystical and
breathtaking backdrog.

PHITC BY SS9 JBN PRODTC-ORAPHY

6 | WASHINGTONMN AVENUE

In the heart of dawntowrn, the flickering hahts and
stunning architecture of Wash Ave. delivers the
tdeal urban backdrop for your wedding day

P o By BREs SUENTE

Day-of wedding photos capture the true essence of the day — the still moments
in the mudst of an often fast-psced and chastic time. They are the fond memaries
of the wonderful celebration of your wedding. These photos embady yout
personalities and your love for on2 another and a gouod location adds

Thers are a myriad of noak and cranny spots for the picture perfact
(pun intended) wedding day photos in and around St. Louis,
Here's a faw of cur favorites:

7 GRAFFITI WALL

IF you're looking to offset a white dress and a
nedtral suit, the graffiti wall is the perfect pop
of color to bring your wedding photes to life,
Located near the Gateway Arch just off the
riverfront, this unigue canvas speaks for itself,

B LAUMEIER SCULPTURE PARK

For the nontraditional couple, Laumeiar Sculpture
Park offers art-forward. unigue shots for your big
day. With a 105-acre open-air museum filled with
sculptures |ike the glant eye ball and plenty of
trees and greenery surrounding the park, couples
fiave plenty of eptions fara whimsical photo op.






Fact

ELIGIBILITY

Sams vanues dag not allow

pets that are hot documented
assistance animals on the
premises. Confirm a venue's pet
policy before purchasing any
wedding clay attira for your dog
Couples who intend on including
thew pets in their wadding
caremonies should enly consider
pet-friendly facilities Couples who
plan to take a imausine to and
from their wedding also should
confirm that the cars allow pets
before booking

nk HHI N & M R 200

PERSOMALITY

Mo tweo dogs are the same
Sorme dogs might love pesople

and attention, while athers might

prefer one-on-ane time with their

owners. Dogs that are scciable and

unaggressive may make perfect

additions to wedding ceremonies,

wihile armmals that exhibit anxiety
around strangers or §eam
uncomfortable in neisy sattings
shouid be kept out of

the ceremony.

STLOHSBESTRRIDAL.COM

#)2 £ to consider

BEFORE INCLUDING FIDO
IN YOUR WEDDING

CONTENT PROVIDED 8Y METROMNEWS

Many of today's couples want their four-legged friends ta stand with
them on thew big day. Before including dogs In thewr wedding plans,
couplas may want to consider what's best for them, their guests

and of course, their beloved poochss.

HEALTH

Dog owners also must consider
their pets' health when deciding
whether or not to Include them in

ASS|ISTANCE

Couples will be busy on their
wedding day, so they may nesd
to arrange for a caretaker to look

the wedding ceremony. Couples
who bonded over a love of their
dog may really hope to include after their dog during and after
their furry friend |n the festivities the ceremony. Asking a guest or
but should not do so at the auests to play this role may be
expense of the animal's health asking too much, as guests will ho
dault want to celebrate without
having to take care of adog. A
professional pet sitter might work,
but that can be costly, as couples

must pay for the sitter and will

Qutdoor wedding ceramonies

under sunny skies may produce
potentially unhealthy conditions
for certain oresds or older dogs.
Dogs that have difficuity getting
areund may need a red wagon lIkely heed to pay for them o have
{and attendant) to make tha a seat and a meal during

rounds at the wedding the receptian,



CROWN VALLEY

WINERY - BREWERY - DISTILLERY

Three hreathtaking locations one amazing choice,

Crown (:.jmmh‘f; };'ir your dream u'r-’n(('t’fm_/ destination.
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O veiie sellliiss range om edeadnl W cisuad. SWith multiple venues o il ANY budae!
Call 866-207-9463 today to schedule a tour!
WWW.Crowncou ntry. com
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How to take care of your

EXPERT TIPS FOR KEEPING
YOUR NEW JEWELRY SHINY
AND BRIGHT FOR YEARS
TO COME

BY JiLL JARATCZ, CTW FEATURES

Diamonds may be forever, but it takes
work to keep diamond jewelry looking
its best. Poor care can lead to dull
stanes, or even worse, missing rocks.

“Diamond jewelry is durable but not
indestructible,” says Mark Mann, a
director for the Gemological Institute of
America (GIA).

Here are some expert tips for helping
your diamond ring last as long as your
marriage:

Rings need regular cleaning to maintain
their sparkls Diamencds can easily pick
up grease, and that can change the

appearance of the stane,

"Clean your rings frequently with warm
water, mild soap and a saft brush,” says
Marim.

The GIA recommends cleaning diamond
rings once or twice a week by soaking in
an ammonia-based household cleaner,
such as window cleaner Let the ring
soak overnight and then brush it with

a soft, clean loothbrush. Fer rings with
fragile settings or estate jewelry, skip the
brushing step

IFf the ring has a et of built-up dirt on the
diamond, take it ta a professional joweler

tor ultrasonic cleaning

STLOWSBESTERIDAL COM

MAKE SURE IT ITS
Proper sizing may also be an lssue with

a ring T resize a ring. a jewsler will cut
the ring and either add or remove a piece
"You're fusing metal one way or anathear
says Steve Quick of Steve Quick Jewelar
stores in Chicaga, adding that accurate

sizing can be tricky

“You really are trying to hil @ moving
target.” he says. "The size of your finger at
1Na.m. may het be the size of your finger
at 7 pom” Quick recommends the best
sizing is slightiy tight once in a while and
somewhal loase once in a while,

"IF you nead to resize your ring, ave your
finper measured at least three times at
diffarent times of the day, toé ensure the
best fit," says Mann

& - ATy AR = AT

Everyday usé can also do demage toa
rirg, Including causing stones to fall out.
Sgmething as simple as cpening & matal
filing cabinet can hurt 2 rng iF it's done
often encugh "Every shock you put into

that metal is a shock to the ring's system,”

says Quick

"It wou wear your diamond rings every
day, have them professionally cleaned
and examined about every six moanths to
prevent the loss of @ stone,” says Mann,

PHOTE PROV ATRENEY ETW FEETHRES




Before
YOu say
“I do”

Let Studio Branca
SalonsSpas help
you prepare...

12 weeks out
¥ Microneedling

Every 4 weeks

¥ Hydrafacial ¥ |
9 weeks out ﬂ
¥ Haircut, color 1

and extensions

1 week out
¥ Brow Shaping and
Dermaplane Q*

Week of \
¥ Manicure & Pedicure
' ...a" for your ""

BIG DAY!

- -

‘a"l /‘i by

SALONSPA

Schedule an appointment for a consultation today
and get ready to look and feel ‘féwéﬁ

CHESTERFIELD VALLEY CREVE COEUR
636.536.1615 314.469.1222
17227 Chesterfield Airport Rd 12627 Olive Blvd

Chesterfield, MO 63005 Creve Coeur, MO 63141



Gown shiapes are as diverse as brides themselves.
Multituges of options balance unigue contours for
the shart, the tall, the lean or the curvy, so guests
will exclaim ever how marvelous the bride looks -

is:confident she does!

Start in the gawn shop. Try on dresses with

sameone who s positively objective

Bring favorite wWeas plusan opary mind, A
cansultant's expertise can

pull a matching style for vou.

Look inthe mir from all angles. Snap
pictures and take notes to sort features that

flatter or getract

Compare these flve body shapes with yours.
Suiid a base to discaver a gown structured for
yiour desired ook and comfort. Each deasign

complements a bride's normal silhoustte, but a

professiinal may shapéa a deeam gown Into a fit

yoll never thotght possible

S| STLOWNSBESTERIDAL.COM




HOURGLASS

A defined waistine sits between hips and shoulders similar in size. p!q
This figure indulges easy enhancement. All neckiines seem to *

work. Glamorize an Indented waist and let natural curves contour

this figure-hugging sithauette A mermaid gown dizlights in the

line. = sheath accents it. a cinched waistline'on a ball gown poufs

inte deuble @y tiple) layering of fluffy tulle, crinoline or the like,

and a low-tiaring style guides an elongated central line: The drop

waist features a bodice that fits to the mid hip.

e eFirednen

R L R T P

&

) "
PEAR
Hips, and perhaps thighs, are wider than shoulders, Simple vertical,
rather than horizontal, lines svenly shape curves. An off-the shoulder
or “V™ neckiine frames the face, An A-line gown highlights an
indented naturdl waist so anadded detail, such as studded waistband
ar flowing sash, accents the top and lets the skirt flow gracetully, A
trumpet gown is fitted throughout the bodice and tha volume bagins
at mid-thigh.
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i APPLE 3
Slimmer thighs couriter a fuller chest, broader shoulders and

! less defined waist. The waistine, wherever drawn, grabs the eye.

' #An empire waist easas lowar flow, but & cinched waist sienderizes

the silhoustta to balance proportion, With er withaut sheet illlusion,
a deeply plunging neckline draws attention away from wide
norizontal shoulders to flatter the bustliine: A wide ribbon;

slightly dropped waist, asymmetrical pleating or ruching

foruses waistline interast
D, oy i R G e e T RS R A Lt e T R R S P —

RECTANGLE

Straight line extends from sholilders to waist ta hips, Exult in-a long. fean
line or create grometric roundhess with an A-line, frothy and flirtatious
skirt or elevated empire walst for more skirt flow. Off-the-shoulder stylos
widen atop tier. llusion pieces of embroidered lace play peekaboo with
what may or may not hide undsr sheer fabric. A nipped wailst artistically
balancas high and low canvases. New curves Flow with soft, bréezy fabric.
Aslit elongates a tall brige’s legs and contrasting sash trims a wide middle.

a& v -

S
A

i INVERTED TRIANGLE
Shoulders are wider than hips. A scoop neckline cutiines a lovely neck,
Off-shoulder draplng rminimizes a generous bustline. Popular modesty and
illusion pieces balance a slim hodice to mave the ey down along neck-
ta-knee embellishment. A ball gown with a full skirt encourages flow, but
aconfident bride’s short gown or high-low skirt exudes fun with atluring

- Bisrtion onaoth s So ipeeaier haox:
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tulle, the Trinity by Maggia
Sottero delivers a striking,
princess silhoustte, The
embroidered lace, plunging
neckling, Mlusion back and

lace straps complets

the

romantic look and feel,

STLOLISBESTERINAL COM
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the

Mori Lee's Sharon wadding
gown features delicats,
feng stesves and an (llusion
bodice beaded with crystal
ant pearl, Sequined
Chantilly lace accents the
mermaid silhoustte, and
thi scalloped hamline and
sheer petal train campléte
the look,




CROWN @ POINTE

GOLF CLUB

Whether it's an outdoor wedding set among our lush natural Call 866-207-9465 today

landscape, with blue skies and breathtaking views or an 1
indaor affair for up to 200 guests... Crown Pointe Event Center to schecule a tour! P Te1 T SR \N03

ix the ideal location for your perfect day!

WWW.CTOWNCOUNiry.com [ty

The happiest ever-afters begin here, It starts
with six ceremony venues to choose fram,
on-site catering, overnight accommaodations,
rehearsals, showers, receptions and more! it
ends with a life-long memory of the perfect
day. Say, "l do” at Innsbrook.

innsbrook-resort.com/weddings

STLOWSBESTARNIDAL.COM i iy WH - 1
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This A-line gown designed
by Allure Bridal features
@ swietheart neckline
and beaded apphiques
‘throughout. The full skirt
and train add to the
elegance of this gown,

e —— — ———
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SOMETHING
SOMETHING

COMPILED BY SARAH GEAREIN

Yol've protably heard the 19th cantury bridal saying: "Something old, something new, samething barrowed, safnething lilue and a silver sixpence

in her shoe" Here's how some of our Love Story Brides incorpoarateéd this time-honored tradition into their wedding day

ANGIE: A tiny piece of lace from my mam's
wedding dress, safety-pinned together with
tiny beads for fertility and a small diamaond
Mickey Mouse because | love Disnay This
was all placed on the inside of my dress

CARA: The panny from my grandmother's
shoe at her own wedding

/s

ERIN: My Howers were wrapped with my
grandpa’s tie

TAYLOR: | ware my graat grandmother's
weadding ring

ANGIE: My dress ANGIE: A beautiful, diamond necklace
frorm iy mather-in-law which was an

CARA: My driss anniversary present from my father-in-law

CHIANTI: My bridal dress and tiara CARA: My pawpaw's hankie

ERIN: My dress CHIANTL: A ring from a friend of my mom

whao has been married for aver 40 years

TAYLOR: New, sparkly shoes

that | hooked to my bracelet
ERIN: My mom's earrings

TAYLOR: | borrawed my maother's clutch
from her wedding day

ANGIE: An anklet with blue beads and an
opal stone, Opal is the name of my puppy
50 this anklet was perfect for ime

CARA: An ankia braceiet from my aunts

CHIANTL: The bottom of my shoes, my
garter and the diamaond inside my ring
ware blue

ERIN: My sapphura rng, & gradoation
present from my parents

TAYLOR: | stuck blue "I Do" stickers under
my hegls

STLOAHSBESTBRIDAL COM | ¥ 14 JEH s



Your

Groomswear

QUESTIONS
ANSWERED

BY SARAH GERREIN

Groomswear 15 every bit as important as the bridal gown. With more
aptions than ever in men's fashion, men don't have to compromise their
personal style to iook good . Alla Wilson, wedding planner at Firefly
evants ard video blogger for Men's Wearhouse sums it up perfectly,
“[Brides and grooms] want to ook like themselves on ther wedding
day. but just the very, very best version of themseiveas

The G and A below answers how grooms can be that very best version

of themselves on their wedding day

WHEN SHOULD | START SHOPPING FOR MY SUIT
OR TUXEDO?

Accorging to Men's Wearhouse, you should start within six manths of
your wedding date. Your final fitting should be as close to the actual
wedding date-as possible for both you and your groomsman. Speaking
of groomsman, pick out exactly what they are wearing so all they have

to do is to show up for the fitting

SUIT OR TUXEDO?

Yaur cheice depends on the haw fermal of a wedding yeu are

planning. It also depends on how formal of 3 wedding dress your bride
1s wearing. You don't need to see it to know —she can describe the
color. style and beading in order for your stylist to determine how
formal your attire should be. For a formal wedding and look, the tuxedo
|15 the miore traditional opticn. A suit is hest for dastination, rustic and
less-formal weddings. Keep in mind, though, that you can still dress up a

three-piace sult quite a bit.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A SUIT
AND A TUXEDO?

A tugedo consists of 8 satin lapel and buttons as wellas a satin stripe down
the pants leg. A three-piece suit aliows more flexibility with colars and style
than atuxedo. Purchasing a suit s more affordable {and maore functional) than
buying a tuxedo. Although if you will wear the tux more than once, it's worth

the investment to purchase it

WHAT COLOR?

Again, consicer what the bride is wearing. Il she s waaring an eggshell or off-
white, go with black. [f she is wearing stark white, go for dark blue or another
coler suit. Off-calor suits (hurgundy and emerald) aré currently popular

Graamsmen typically match the attire of the groom, but one of thes
accessorigs ke a tie/bowtie or boutonniere could match the bridesmaids’

drasses or florals

HOW DO | PERSONALIZE MY LOOK?

There are many ways to add persenality to a suit. Think about adding a
pattarned tie, a tie bar or a bowtie. You can also purchase highly personalized
cufflinks, add suspendars and funky socks to express yourself

WHAT COLOR AND TYPE OF SHOES?

For a tuxedo, aveid a winatip and go for the shiny shoes to keep
with the formal look A brown shoe with navy ar gray suit 15 popular
now and also adds a level of elegance to theswit. Leather soles add
to the farmality. Either way you decide, make sure those shoes are

shiny and palished!




A division of the Suntrup Automative Family

Volvo Cars West County

14410 Manchester Rd. * Manchester, MO « 636-227-8303 - wcvolvocars.com




ON THE DOTTED LINE

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS - YOUR ‘MUST DO’ LIST.

Before two people head to the ceremony and run off into matrimonial bliss,
they must apply for a marriage license. A legitimate officiant will not marry a couple
without one in hand. Rules vary between states, as marriage is considered a civil
contract between a state and the two people initiating it.

A marriage icense should be secured based on
where the wedding takes place, and not where
the couple lives, |l the ceremony destination

Is not Missouri or lllinols, the website
usmarriagelaws.com can be consulted far any
other state

Martiage llcense requirements can change by
state, evan between counties, so it |5 impartant
to verify ALL information with the local
marriage |icense office or county clerk where
yau will be married before making wedding or
travel pians, Each county also directs its own
schedule for a courthouse marrage by a judge

B | S S SLIMNER W1 | STLOWSBESTRA IDAL.COM




GETTING MARRIED
IN THE SHOW-ME STATE

The state of Missouri reauires that both

parties be single and not bload-ralated. 2018
legislation raised the mimimum age of marriage
to 16, and 16- and 17-year-oids must recelve
parental permission to be marnied.

It also bars a person 21 or older from marrying
anyone 18 or younger,

Before the ceremony, even on the same day,. a
couple must appear togethar at the recorder of
deeds office in any Missour| county ar the city
of St. Louls. Nao blood test (s required

Each must shew a vald form of government
Issued identification, such as a current
passport. state ID or driver's license, which
lists date of birth. Unless the Social Sezurity
number is on the 1D, a Soclal Secunty card is
also required in Missourt. A person without a
Social Security number must sign 2 form of
verification

The marriage icense |s valid in any county but
only in Missouri. The ceremany must take place
within 30 days of the license being ssued Ifan
individual is divorced, a final decree must be at
least 20 days before application, although some
counties atlow variatians

A cash-only, non-refundable charge of about
%50 must be paid with the application Foran
extra fea, a certilied certificate may be aiven as
proefl of marriage or as a keepsaka

REGISTER NEW NAMES

BEFORE MARRYING, s coupi= should
dacicle what names to use later

AFTER THE WEDDING, registering a new
hame on documents and records may lequire
acertifiet marriage license and a proof of
rasidence bearing current name and address
Check sach authority's specific needs.

BASIC SEVEN TO START
Social Security ¢ard

Driver's license or state |D card
Fasspart

Bank accounts and checks
Credit cards

Insurance palicles

Post office address

gopoooao

NUPTIALS IN THE
LAND OF LINCOLN

Getting marriad in lllinois differs on some
detalls A bride- or groom-ta-be still needs to
be single. not related and at least 18 years old
Sixteen- and 7-year-olcls must have parental
consent. No one under the age of

16 can marry

Like its neighibor to the west llinois requires a
valid form of identification and proof of age for
bBoth parties, who must be present at the time
of applicatien - but only in the county whera
they will be married.

Alsw, a waiting period of 24 hours s required
after application. The license howsver, is valid
for 60 days,

A certified decree of divorce. often withina
recent time frame. may be required, Date of
divorce or when a spouse died also may

be requasted

Tha fee for a marriage license varies by county,
For example, Madison County requires a non-
refundable cash fee of $30.

WHO CAN OFFICIATE
THE CEREMONY

Missour) and lllinois also differ in criteria
for an officiant to fulfill these duties.

According to the law, marriage in Missour | may
be perforrned by any clergyman, active or
retired. a judge, municipal judge or ordained
minister: a religious society, Institution or
organization when either party is a member
Paperwork must be returned within 1S days to
the recorder issuing it. In lllingis; an officiant
may be an ordained minister, active or retired
judge, or public afficial empowered ta perform
marriage. The signed license with information
filled out should be returned o the recorder of
deeds within 30 days of issuance

If considering someone besides clergy or

a public official to take charge, check with

the caunty recorder of deads where you will be
married to assure authorization-for-a-day will
be vald

Using a new name on the marriage license does not
legally change it. To change it on a Social Security card,
bring marriage documentation with you.

Also, inform your employer so the name corresponds
with Internal Revenue Service information

IN MISSOURI
FRANKLIN COUNTY
(635) 583-6367 » Union
JEFFERSON COUNTY
(536} 797-5414 + Hillsboro
LINCOLN COUNTY'
({6356) 528-0325 - Troy
ST. CHARLES COUNTY
(626) 949:7506 » St Charles
ST. LOUIS CITY
(3143 622-3257 or 622-4527 « St Louis
ST. LOUIS COUNTY
(314) B15-7120 » Clayton

WARREN COUNTY
(636) 456-9800 » Warrenten

STLOUISSESTRRIDAL.COM

IN ILLINOIS

MADISON COUNTY
(818) 892-6290 » Edwardsville

ST. CLAIR COUNTY
(618} 277-6600, ext, 2370 » Belleville

MONROE COUNTY
(618) 938-B681, ext. 302 « Waterioo

JERSEY COUNTY
(618) 4935571, ext. 112 » Jarseyville

CLINTON COUNTY
(B18Y594-6620 » Carlyle
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GIFT GUIDE

Weddings involve several exchanges of gifts to and from the
people who mean the most to you. Finding the perfect gift to

express your love can be difficult. We're here to help.

FOR THE FOR THE

BRIDE

Kb | =




WEDDINGS
REHEARSALS
PRIVATE PARTIES

SPECIAL OCCASIONS

www.pastahouse.com
Call (314) 644-1400

for your next meeting or party.

CATERING

Preferred Caterer for:

The Jewel Box in

Forest Park

The World's Fair Pavilion
in Forest Park

The Lodge in Des Peres

Center of Clayton

The Magic House

The Old Post Office

NEO on Locust

Mahler Ballroom



spousal gifts

SPA SET

Even today, brides are

most often saddled with
the birunt of wedding
planring. Show your
appreciation for all her
hard work with a relaxing

spa set or gift card

SHHNORO

ENGRAVED
CUFFLINKS

Cutflinks are the perfect
engraved accessory for a

subtle but persanal gift

A W STLOWSRESTRRIDAL.COM

HONEYMOON
SUPPLIES
Get ready to blow the
jeint with & honeymoon
prep bag — include
new sunglasses, sun
hats, lotions, sunscreen
and the works so your
bride-to-be has one
less worry before

hitting the road!

SOCKS FOR
“COLD FEET”
Get cutesy with a gift

for "cold feet."

A pice pair of
dress socks are
necessary and

useful

ENGRAVED
JEWELRY

Get sentimental

with @ loving note to
memorialize the day.
Lockets can hold sweet
photas or notes that
make your new wife
feel special,

Every manneesds

& guality watch.
Have it engraved

fer a personal touch.



wedding party gifts

JEWELRY

Jewelry tor the big day
is @ perfect way to show
appreciation to your
bridesmaids, especially
if you have a specific

lewelry style in mind,

TIES

Make it easy for your

groomsmen by gifting
them their matching ties

for the ceremony

WINE BASKET
Whao doesn't love a good
wine and cheese basket?
Personalize the glass for

a fun reminder of the day.

WHISKEY

Extend the celebration

by gifting a mice whishkay.

€ T

BOURBON WiISKY

- e

fee———
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ROBES

The classic choice
forveur girl gang are
Imatching rabes to get

ready in together

LEATHER BELT

A nice leather belit

is practical and can
relieve a cost for your

wedding party.

B3



wedding favors

PHOTO BOOTH
PHOTOS
You're not the only
one dressed upl! Give
everyone samething to
remembar with printed

out photos.

MINI LOCAL
HONEY JARS

Asweet treat fora

LOCAL SNACKS

Give guests a taste

of lecal Maver with a love so sweet,
favorite bag of chips.
Plus this can halp hold
folks ovar while thay

wait for dinner.

CUSTOM KOOZIES
if you live for the party,
remind everyone of your

special day with custom
koozies, Guests will think
of you every time they
————— —_— crack.a caldone.

SUCCULENTS

The little potted plant

MINI SPARKLING
WINE BOTTLES

Raise aglass!

to symbolize 8 growing

of love

Give your guests

| Mm;“

[ =i )
FREh _f_JC';:_?E something to cheer

. with perscnalized

sparkling wine bottles.
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MENTION STLPD20

r FOR FREE MC SERVICE
CAN'T STOP DANCING 130 VALUE

The perfect party favor for
your wedding reception!

REGULAR SHOWCASES - SENSIBLE PRICES - . ;
CUSTOMIZABLE BAND SIZE FREE DEMO PACK Snap . Print . SID Your Selfie

|| DIAMOND Book Today!
4157244341 EMPIRE 314.356.2468

info@diamondempireband.com BAND -
diamondemgpirchand.com events@selfiesips.com

e ® www selfiesips.com

HOéT YOUIQ EVENT “ON THE HILL

ﬂjpmmiﬂdmmal[}m&-ﬂﬂﬁal&mmm
Dmﬁc.s hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂi}'ﬂmﬁm'ﬁﬂ}:ﬁm

Eose of the Fill 2300 Edwards St. | St. Louis, MO 63110
314.772.6003 | www.roseofthehill.com




PUttlng d
on it this ve

HERE ARE SOME OF THE BIGGEST ENGAGEMENT RING STYLES YOU NEED TO KNOW

BY CARLEY LINTZ CTW FEATURES

The custom of popping the question with a ring is centuries old, but the
look of engagement rings is always evolving with the times. Hare's a
look at some of the biggest trends you can expect to see in the ring shop
{or scrolling through your newsfeed) this year according to experts.

YELLOW GOLD

This traditional metal 1s making a brg comeback, says

Shannen Miller, Retail Director at Anna Sheffield

CHIC SHAPES

Move aver princess cut —

"2020 welcomes a new decade and a break fram the

narm. Yellow gold will continue to prevall offering a
= K 9 new shapes are talang over

layful nod to all things vintage and nastalgic With its
e 9 g x i 2020! Instead of sguare

soft glow, yellow geold allows & stone to really be the
o > 2 ¥ ¥ of round diamands; many
star,” she explains -
modern couples are apting for
oval and pear-shaped cuts as

chic alternatives, says Miller

Be an the lackout for
marguise diamaonds as emearald
cuts continue to be standout,
she adds

SUSTAINABLE STONES

Modern couples aren't just concerned with how a ring looks,

they alse want to know where it comes from, That's why

many people, especially younger generations, are chaosing ,‘
la-grown diamonds over traditionally mined stones

This trend i5 part of a larger movement toward eco-conscious —
weddings a5 madern couples better understand the impact
their nuptials can have on the Earth



CLUSTER GEMS
if you want a little more sparkle than a
single stone can offer. consider another

big trend for 2020 rings: cluster stones:
This new take on multi-atene rings dossn't
surround the mam stone with smaller gems,
ingtead, stones are greuped for & mare
organc, eye-catching shape

COLORFUL GEMS

When yeu picture ah engagement ring. you probably autamatically
imagine a crystai-clear diamond at the center Teday's engagement rings,
CUSTOM DESIGNS thoudh, came i svery calor of the rainbow.
"My favorite trend has to be the resurgence
of custom jewalry," says Miller. "Clients now Germstones, like pratty pink morganite, sky blue aguamarine or bright
green emeralds, all allow brides to sdd a pop of color and personality
to their fings. Gray diarmonds (aka "sall and pepper” diamands) are also
gaihing in poputarity asmang brides who want a more subtle, yet stll

nentraditicnal stons

more than ever are incorporating their unique
love story into thewr rings with hidden halos,
birthstones in the wedding bands, cool
engravings and the list goes on'”

MINIMALIST DESIGNS

In another return to classics. rings with few
adornments are als0 having a resurgence

‘| have noticed a shift towards traditional
rings with cleaner more simple designs " says
award-winning |eweler, Deidre Featherstone |
think the halo has had a gaed teng run and people
are moving away fram It There |s a safety and
longevity in a classic design "

One of the most popular emoodiments of this s
the solitary etone trend This understated |ook with
a single gem and unadorned band allows the stone
to really shine, Plus, withaut all the axtra fuss,
many couples can actually afford a slightly larger
gem this way.

Ultimately, though, you shouldn't focus too much

on what's popular or trendy when shopping for an
engagement ring. Instead, find something you love and
is as special as the person who gave it to you.

“Remember that your engagement ring is the only outfit
that you will wear every day. Think beyond trend and
choose a piece that truly speaks to you today and you
ten years from now,” advises Miller.
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CONTENT BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA

Wedding rings have been exchanged for thousands of years. But today's rings tend to be more space age

than the traditional gold and silver bands. The latest trend, perfect for active lifestyles, is a silicone band.

Slhecone bands ars very light, and they stretch
bend and break away, sa if you work in a field
that's hazardous to your digits, you can still wear
your nng. Or if you play sparts, work out or maybe
just have fingers that tend to swell, a silicone band
may be right for you

Unlike traditional metal bands, silicone rings come
in'a dazzling srray of colors and finishes, even
iridescent. They also come in different widths,
patterns and textures, and can even be enaraved
Sorme are meant to be stackable, and they come
with different edges for yvour comfort. Several
companies alsa offer limited edition dasigns

by artists for s once-in-a-lifetime band at an
affordable price

This may alsg be a goad optien If you have an
expensive of helrloom wedding set you don't want
on you at.all times, Yau can have the germanarit,
traditional set, and then asilicone ring for
gveryday wear

MGS 70 THINK ABGUT

THIMNGS W = BN

Just like with any ring, you may prove to be allergic to the material. If you
have a silicone allergy, obviously, this isn't the ring for you.

You also need to make sure your sizing is on point; a teo-snug ring of any

kind will cause irritation.

As with any jewelry, be careful around chemicals. Follow the

manufacturer’s recommendations for cleaning.

“Hibka & S5UMMER J020 | STROWSBESTERIDAL COM

COST?

Silicone bands are much chaaper than bands
made of precious metals, starting at around $20
Customization such #s engraving or fapcy finishes,
of course, cast mora. |f you're prong ta losing

HOW MUCH DO THEY

jewelry, these bands may be a cost-effective
solution for you

WHERE DG | GET THEM?

Some jewelers have started carrying silicong
bands as an option for their custamers, but you
canalso find them at |local sporting goods and

outdoors stores



3 tips for choosing the ./

CONTENT BY NEWSPAPER TOOLROX

Are you wondering what kind of jewelry te wear on your wedding day?

Here are three tips to help you match your accessories to your wedding attire.

BE YOURSELF

If you never wear jewalry in your day-to-day

life, you shouldt't be dripping in jewels on your
wedding day. However, If you love the way you look

in big chunky earrings or long necklacas, go for it

MATCH THE METAL TO THE DRESS
Fure white dresses look best with silver jewsalry,
while lvary or champagne fabrice pair well with
goid If you've chosen to wear a blush-husg gown
opt for rose gold

CONSIDER THE NECKLINE

High-neckead or halter dresses look best with
statement earrings and a simple bracelet, & V-neck
is practically beaaging for a beautiful necklacs to
fill the space. And a sweetheart orstrapless gown
goes with anything, frem a choker to a pendant or
even [ust the right aarrings

On your wedding day, less is mare. Your radiant
face, your beautiful gown and your new wedding
ring won't need much embellishing.

STLOLISBESTRAIDAL CoOM | W KHT HER L]
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classic chic

The subtle, yet eye-catching Classic Chic bouguet is comprised of white O'Hara Garden and Ecuadarian roses and ranumculus. It s

sccented with lisianthus, veronica. waxflower, seeded Eucalyptus, gunni and succulents for a striking look

L Y ] STLOUSRESTRRIDAL.COM
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bohemian

The free-spirited, multi-textured B nian Look bouguet features roses, garden roses. gunni, ed Eucalyotus, the mini
Calla lily, king protea, snapdr: caspia and dahlia The hanging red amaranthus and the s ink and white ribbons

cascade for adramatic flair

STLOUESRESTRAIAL COM
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bright & vibrant

The gathered Bright & Vibrant bouguet features sunfilowers, rose, garden rose, mini Calla hly, dusty miller, feather Eucalyptus

and gunni wrapped with & deep red ribbon

STLOWSBESTRRIDAL.COM | A
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If you are looking for a bougquet with "pop.” the vibrant Wild & Textured bouguet featuring yvellow. peach and Blue hues is for

you. The multi-textured bouguet was designed using thistle, rose garden, hangng amaranthus, delphinium,; Gerlsera daisy,

seeded Eucalyptus and feather lerns

o | } I b STIOUISHESTRAIDAL CoM







It was a

..at the Feb, 16 Wedding Show at the River City Casino. Over 850 brides and grooms and their friends and families
visited with over 70 vendors, sampled food, drinks and technology, watched a fashion show that featured mare than

30 looks, and won a variety of prizes, including an all-expense paid vacation to Mexico!

Join in on the fun and save the date for upcoming shows an June 14, 2020 at the Centene Community Ice Center in
Maryland Heights and on Nov. 1 at the 5t. Charles Convention Center.

Can't wait? Get your tickets now at stiouisbestbridal.com/events-promotions.
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Keeping your tloral
budget IN CHECK

BY SARAH GERREIN

Fact: Roughly 10 percent of your wedding budget will go towards

flawers. That's guite a bit of Bank, Utilize a few of cur tips and
useful ideas ta reduce that expense so that you can put it towards

something else on your wishlist like singing bartenders!

USE IN SEASON OR LOCALLY

GROWN FLOWERS

You may have your heart set on a certaln type of flower for your
bouguet or centerpiece, but |T it ts not In season at the time of your
wedding it could raisa the price. Most llowers are sourced from

% SlIMMES 2 STLOWSBESTRAIDAL.COM

outside the araa, so availabllity during peak seasons comes at a
cost. Don't fret though There are some flowers that are in season

vear-round. Sea the next page for a seasonal floral |ist

HOLIDAYS CAN IMPACT PRICES

Watch out If you decide ta get married in the middle of February,
for Instanca! On the flipsids, (f vou are getting married around the
holidays, your event or ceremony space may already be decorated

reguiring less of your budget

FILL YOUR BOUQUET WITH

NON-FLORAL ITEMS

Greenary like Eucalyptus, ferns, vy or tropical leaves not only fill
space, but they make flower arrangements lighter to hold Tther
foliage like berries. herbs and wheat are often used in both bouguets
and boutonnieres, Also consider feathers. ribbon, wood and bultons

in place of fleral filler

LOVE A LARGE BLOOM?
Centerplece flowers like orchicds, calla lilies, peonies. dahlias ar
sunflowers can fill a2 ten of bouguet space. Or mavbe a singular

bBloom is vour entire bouguet? Either way, vou'll maks a statement

USE YOUR CEREMONY FLOWERS

AT THE RECEPTION

Why let that Beautiful bouguet only have ane mament? Most
florists are ready to repurpose your ceremony flowers at the
reception site. Rent or purchase vases and your tables will nearly

decorate themselves.



ALTERNATE DECOR

Lights, hghts, more lghts Wrap strands of lights around trees or
let them cascade behind the head tabls. Shop for vintage lamps
and lampshades or chandeliers, and figure cut creative ways to uss
them in your venue. Yotive candles are a reasonably priced and
simple decaration as well. Work with vour venue on do-it-yourself

decarating with lights.

NONTRADITIONAL

If you want to forgoe the traditional bouguet and decarations, check
out these nontraditional ldeas:

* Paper or fabric bougquets

» Large, oversized Galleans

« Brooch bouguets

+  Hoop bouguets

+  Rescue pupples. Yes, pupples, but realistically, you can hold any

jtem that means something to vou

FLOWERS
By Season

COMPILED FROM FLOWERS & WEEDS FLORST ARD OTHER SOURCES

Here is a sampling of what's in bloom by season in the

Midwest. Keeg In mind that most grasnery |s In-season

all year long! If you don't se= your flower of cheoice listed,

check with vour local florist

SPRING

ANEMONE
BACHELOR'S BUTTON
COLUMBINE
DAFFODIL
FRITILLARIA
HYACINTH

MUSCARI

PECNY

POPRY

SCABIOSA

SWEET PEA

TULIR

QUEEN ANNE'S LACE

SUMMER/FALL
ALLIUM
AMARANTH

BASIL

CELOSIA

SUMMER/FALL conr.
CHRYSANTHEMUM
COsSMOS

DAHLIA

ECHEVERIA SUCCULENT
HYDRANGEA

IRIS

LAVENDER

MARIGOLD

SEDUM

SUNFLOWER

ZINNIA

WINTER

AMARYLLIS

GARDENI|A

LARKSPUR

POINSETTIA

ROSE (RED AND WHITE)

STLOMISBESTRRIDAL COM | THE WEST WEININGS 5




FLOWERS

not just for holding

BY SARAH GERREIN

WEARABLES

Flowers are your No, 1 wedding accgssory, so treat it like one by thinking
putside of the hand-held bouguets and try wearing your florals instead.
An artistic florist can create anything you dream in petals. Some wearable
ideas are

HAIR: Don't fret, floral crawns are still in, but go even more classio with a
camb ar a clip to match your bouguet

WRISTS: Glve momsand grandmuothers the gift of a non-pinned floral. A
dainty floral bracalet can highlight the elders important toe you with a
modern spin on the classic

NECKS: Hava your bridesmaids go hands-free with a floral neckisce that
replaces the traditional bouguet Tipr Choose the flowers wisaly to
accommodate for allergies.

FINGERS: A fresh flower ring is a unigue accessory for brides and
bridesmalds allke,

DECORATING

If there was ever a time to go big, it's now The trend for large floral
arrangements |s for brides who crave a bold and romantic feel, If you can
make reom In your budget for the fallowing flaral decorating trends, your

weadding will be draped in elegance and romance — literally

INSTALLATIONS: Do you wish for your wedding and reception to be |arger
than lifa? If so, the floral Installation trend is your new best friend |magine
a agiant chandelier Moating above ths head table, cake table or as the
centerplece of the roam. Tip- These reguire construction and installation

time so plan accordingly.

FLOWER WALLS: Create a focal pomt for vour wedding with a gorgaols
wall of flowers or greenery. IUse the flower wall as the backdrop to your
ceremony and then maove It to the reception venue. Tip I Use artificial
flowers or greenery or even paper flowers to achleve the desired effect.
Tip 28 Rent It!

TABLE RUNNERS: Cascading table runners create a unifoarm table deceration
that just won't end, Lush greenery. bold colors or simple vings will make your

reception appear awash in fragrant florals and elegant refinement

M| SPHING S SUMMER & STLOUISRESTRARIDAL.COM
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our
ding cake

The cutting of the wedding cake is the proverbial charry on top of any wedding reception.

What

BY SARAH GERHREIN

For many guests, dessert-eating 1s the pinnacle of the reception, so couples should wark closely
with bakeries to ensure their cake is stylish and tasty. Your personal taste dictates what type of

dessert you chose to serve. Cakes may be naked and or even oddly-shaped. What's your cake taste?

AN AFFINITY FOR THE
TRADITIONAL

Thera's hothing wrong with
sticking with a CLASSIC. Simple
antd classic cakes adarned

with edible or fresh Howers
latticewark,; pearls and other
sugdr decorations will canlinuea
to be the choice of many couples
Unique fllings ahd cake flavors
allow guests to pick their favorite

plece

v SUIMME= U | STLOWSEESTENIDAL.L

THE MIMIMALIST

The less-is-more type might think
about serving a NAKED CAKE
The muiti-layered cake with a
thin coating of buttercream on
the outsida will rermain popular

as rustic weddings stay in style

Anadded bonus 15 a more freshly
baked cake since naked cakes

tend to dry out more guickly

a.'ﬂlynlz
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SUPPORTS THE ARTS
Cake decoratpre are artists by
their own right, but taking a paint
brush to icing requires a special
tvpe of talent |f vou share 4n
appreciation for the arts, you
may wartt a HAND-PAINTED
cake Be It a floral design or
tila-like handiwark areven a
marbled cake, these defily
pamted cakes add a touch of
personality and sophistication to
yvoeur traditicnal white cake



P et

THE MATHEMATICAL
SORT

GEOMETRIC caiws with pracise
lines and details provide a
striking yet understated affect
that any right=brained person
could appraciate, The cake
itsall can be gaomelric In
shapeor the icing can show off
varying designs with the same
effect. If you want to use shape
consarvativaly, keep the shapes
symmetrical. For a more daring
lbok, go for alistract, aff-balance

cake layaers

L
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ALL THE FRILLS

Far an ovar-the-top, all-in caks,
uo for RUFFLES — lots and

lots of ruffles. Buttercream or
fondant ruffles give weddaing
cakes all sorts of complexity,
and the extra lcing is a bonus for
those who crave it! Ruffles come
in all shapes and sizes Flaral
petals and rosettes with a peeling
effect are popular cptians For

a unigue look, a fabric-like or a
torn paper ruffie are also options

Omisre up your ruffles for

additional degth of color

NO CAKE FOR YOu!

if a layered cake isn't your deal
(or even if vou just want to

offer a sweat grazing table mn
addition to cake), consider these
altarnative dessert jdeas:
Grab-and-go dessert table
Macarcon towers
Cheesecakes

lce craam sandwiches

opoooQ@

Dipped cookles, tartiets or
cake pops

Bundt cakes

Dirssert food trucks

oo
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HY SARAH GERREIN

BRUNCH

Show me one person who daesn't enjoy brunch!

The benefit of a morning wedding and late
morning/early afterncon reception arg
many. The timina of a brunch ceremony
allows for more guests to attend

egas are more affordable than steak

and chicken, the drinks are often
caffeinated and the setting lends itself
toa casual, less stuffy experience

Even the word "brunch” has a light. airy,
uncomplhcatad fesl

TIMING: Vows at sunrise

ATTIRE: Informal (sundressas welcomen
FOOD: Frittatas, omelats, crepes

or pancake stations, fruit parfaits;

A NONTRADITIONAL wrap sandwiches, biscuits and gravy, shrimg and grits
RECEPT'ON H : ﬁs DRINK: Espresso bar, pressed juice bar, Mimosas, Bellinis and
MANY PERKS Bloody Marys

DESSERT: Scones, coffee cake, anuel food cake, zutchini bread

The |dea of a traditional Saturiay AFTERNOON TEA
wedding followed by an evening Why should the rovals get all of the good hats? "
filled with a farmat dinner reception Turn your chlidhoed imaginary tea party into

i being challenged by budget-
conscious brides wha want to put

th_@jl' stamp on the celebration, table ssttings and savory sweets ars
Fraquently, brides are apting for essential for an elagant tea party. An
micro~weddings — asmall’m-qua_sé- outdoar satting is idaal if the season |
fist and a budget spent on fabulous and the weather ara right. and each

food, drink, dévor and entertainment.

yvour dream wedding with an English Tea

reception. Good tea, finger toods. toarmal

table will house charming siiver teapots
and accompanying accoutrements
TIMING: Vows inearly afternoon
ATTIRE: Formal (ard headwear for
guests s & must)

FOOD: Finger sandwiches, cheese plattars,

salmon canapes, tarts, open-faced ¢chicken
salag sandwiches
DRINK: Earl Grey Tea, Champagne punch

DESSERT: Scones, Madelines, thumbprint cookies

BACKYARD BBQ

St Louisans have a regional affinity towards barbecue, 5o a barbecue

raception js as natural as 6 plate of brisket. Hold a party in your
backyard or in a rentad outdoor space, and let your guests
get ther hands dirty with ribs and pulled pork sandwiches.,
Sarve plenty of craft beer in barrels and break out the
vard games for a good ole’ time
TIMING: Vows in lateafternocon/reception starting at 6 or 7 pm.
ATTIRE: Infarmal (shorts are welcome)
FOOD; Pig roast, pulled pork or chicken, sauce station,
fried chickan, cole slaw, potato satad, grilled corn on
the cob, baked beans, mac and cheese
DRINK: Spiked lemanade in mason |ars, craft beer,

tocal sodas In bottles

-
t - DESSERT: Make-your-own s'mores, pies, mini cobblers
o =
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A RECEPTION FOR THE MODERN ERA

BY KATHERINE LEWIS CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Modern couples are taking a holistic approach
to wedding planning. Even as they tailor detalls
lo reflect their personal taste and style, they
are also thinking glebally. Sustainability is now
a major consideration, one that many St. Louis
cataring companies recognize by minimizing

waste and using locally sourced ingredients

'"We strive to use every part of the plant
produce and protein,” says chef Vince
Bommarite Jr., the chief culinary officer at
Butler's Pantry. "The trick Isto not enly use it

in familiar ways but also unaxpected ones For
instance, we |ike to use leftover basil introduce
agar-agar and volla! We've created basil ‘caviar’
Lo top hors d'osuvres or add an herbaceous Mair

to the cocktail menu,”

Another way to reduce a reception's carbon

faotprint? Drink locally, The St. Louis area has

na shortage of brewerkes and wineries, and

A A A -
§ - "‘_ it ’
weddings are fantastic opportunities to give
out-of-towners a taste of what makes St Louis
special, Markets and liquor stores all over the
city offer Kegs Irom the region’s moest popular
rmicrobrawerias. including Schiafly, 4 Hands.

Urban Chestnut; Cld Bakery and more

Consider using real stamware and eiminating
single-use plastic straws and swizzle sticks —
they will not be missed. Be sure to Inclugde your
non-drinking guests by making zero- proaf
cocktails avaliable or even a coffes bar

Guests who have a sweet tooth and a penchant
for the unexpected will love a dessert bar of

a milkshake station that offers traditional and
boozy shakes. Strange Donuts owner, Jason
Bockman, says that it caters to couples who
want sormething a little bit different for thelr

reception — inthis case, doeughnuts as an

STLOMSBESTRRLTAL .COM

Drink locally. Eat sustainably.

dlternative to cake — while still referencing
classic wedding traditions. "Wedding cake and
strawberries and champaane flavors are always
popular, bul being lrom St Louis, our goasy
butter cake doughnut is always on the menw,”

he says

Roeceptions tend to get more laid-back as they
progress, and the food sheuld loosen up right
along with it If dinner was the time to use the
correct fork for salad, late night is the time

to ao away with utensiis entirely: Bringing

in finger foods lIke pizza, hot dogs, sliders,
pretzels and toasted ravieh s a surefire way to
keep the party — and the guests — going mto
the wee hours.

THE BEST WEDLH NGS b L=t 105



—Wi
our Delicious
edding Moment

BEGINS WITH

From Elegant to Casual, Buffet to BBQ

Kenrick’s is priced to fit your needs, with the service that you deserve,

¢ Wedding Receptions # Engagement Parties # Rehearsal Dinners # Full Bar Options
4 Hall Packages # Bridal Showers # Post- Wedding Brunch 4 Equipment Rental

314-631-2440 | www.kenricks.com



KenricK’s Meats and Catering
ST. LOUIS BBQ SPECIALIST

Perfect for Your Engagement
Party, Shower or Reception!

We have over 28 BBQ pits that we bring to

your location to take your party to the next

level. Our BBQ Menus include anything
from fresh grilled pork steaks and chicken

quarters to the delicious smoked pull pork;

pulled chicken and perfectly smoked sliced
beef brisket. We even roast whale hogs!
And of course we have our juicy grilled 'g;- "

hamburgers, homemade bratwurst ahd,q,ot 3 LSS

d

3

?‘\’\wﬁ:

L

dogs. \ oo

".

8100 OFF

FULL SERVICE CATERING
for 100 people or more

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF BOOKING.

KenricK’s Meats and Catering s~

4324 WEBER RD., ST. LOUIS, MO 63123 + 314-631-2440 - KENRICKS.COM V| ®a- P

. ._4'

We've been serving cowboys and cowgirls alike for many years.
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CONTENT SROVIDED 8Y GREEN SHOOT MEDIA

Mo reception |s complete without music. The couples’ preferences have to be balanced with entertaining their guests. 50, the big decisian becomes

to hirea band or a DJ? Here's a list of pros-and cons to both and how to ensure you get the best entertatnment value for your money

BUDGET

As you might guess, bands are more
expensive than DJs But live musgic can
create a specific atmosphere that can't

be achieved by a DJ. On tha other hand,
Ods can tallor music toa wide variety aof
praferances from the original artists. Check
around online to get a feel for the costs and
wengh your musical desires agalnst your
budget Or split-the difference — havea
band piay at the-ceremony and a DJ spin at

rhi reception

THE VIBE

The size and type of wadding will dictate
the vibe. IFit's a small, guet ceremaony and
brief reception. the romantic feel created
by & string quartat might be the parfect
background music. IFit's an all-out bash
with larga numbers of people; a DI might
be the right choice to mest a variety of

tastes and requests

STLOWSBESTERIDAL COM

VENUE

You'll want to take inte sccount the venus

and any size restrictions or technical
limitations. A band will need a larger
performance space than a DJ, of course,
and special power and logistics may

be invelved (stages, amplifiers and PA

systems, lghts, ete)

MUSIC AND REVIEWS

Whether you thoose a band or 5 DJ,

you'll have some musical preferances,

50 ask for g sudgested plaviist based on
these choices and any music that is of
particular interest (Hirst danca. ethnic or
thems music). Don't forget to include the
ability to handle requests from guests,
Professional entertainers will be more than
happy to also send you references and

|Inkes ko video of past performances,

The Bandldader or D will also act asan
MC far the event, so get a feel for their
parsonality, You might want to take in a
live perfarmance to gauge the music and

rappoart with an audience

AVAILABILITY

Because top wedding bands and DJs

arg in damand, make sure you.choose
with enough advance notice to ensure
availabifity on your wedding date Six
manths in advance is good tima to begin
the booking process. You'll want to decide
it they'll play through the entire event or
just the reception. Four hours of music

is a good baseline to-begin fram when
negotiating, bur ask about overtime if the

party goes into overdrive.

THE DEAL

After you've covered all these hases
it's Hime to seal the deal with a contract
Within the centract, the specific terrns
of the length or the performance and
any avertime costs should be covared,
as well a5 break times, deposits and
the refund policy should the show

Fall shart of axpectations. Alsg, If the
bandleader or L) you meet becames il
or unavalable on the date of the event,
ask who will replace them and set up a

time to meat with them as well



What’ youW?

BY NATALIE MACIAS

Whethar you prefer Earth, Wind & Fire or Ed Shearan, music remams one of the mast important

aspects of your wedding reception

Although you personally choese the sonas for the traditional dances llke the father-bride, mather-
groom and first dance, the musizc that follows must be carefully crafted to get people out of their

PARTY STARTERS
First things first, there are soma pivotal,
traditional songs to get people graoving
Thete are the ones that everyone knows,
and everyone secretly loves -

guaranteed to get the party started
Here are some of the lop classic reception
sangs to get your guests on the floor

“I Wanna Dance With Somebody
{Who Loves Me)”

Whithey Housic

“Cupid Shuffle”

Gl

“September”

Egrrty, Wind & Fire

“Sweet Caroline”

Meil Diamantl

“Single Ladies"

BeroheeE

“We Are Family”

Singlaas

Sigtioy

“Wobble"

VELC

“Friends Iin Low Places”

Srrok

“| Gotta Fasling"

Black Eyed Pa3s

*Girls Just Want To Have Fun”
Cyndl Lauper

seats and on the dance floor

SLOW SONGS

Slow sorigs — whanthe happy couples
hit thie dance fioor and the single peaple
hit the bar. Slow songs are egually as
important as the party starters when it
cames to having a memorable wedding

raception. Some of Lhe go-to slow dancs

songs as of late include:

“Wonderful Tonight"

£AC Lraion

At Last"

Etta Sames

“Can't Help Falling in Love"

cikis Presioy

“Speechless™

“Strawberry Wine"”

g CarTeT

“The Way You Look Tonlght"

Erank Sinatra

“Make You Feel My Love”
AL

“(What A) Wonderful World"

Sam Cooxe
“Perfect”
Ea- Shaeran

LATE-NIGHT JAMS
Late-night music is For the loyal wedding
reception guests who are willing to stick

around until the very last song is over

When ail the little ones and

grandparents have left the building,
these songs are sure to keag the maht owls
on their feet. A few end of night

favorites include

“Yeah!”

Lisheer L1 Jioa), Liidtacrs

“Country Grammar"

Mty

“Truth Hurts”

Lizsa

“Baby Got Back”

r - A =Lt

“Wannabe"

SR Kafrts

“Low (feat. T-Paln)"

i

i w3

“Anaconda”
Nickr Minaj

“The Git Up"

“Got Low™
LitJon & Da East Siae Boyz
“All the Small Things”

Blirwc- 182

STLOWSEESTERIDAL: TOM BEST WEDINGS STazT HESE | MR



[Nontraditional]

Registry [DEAS

BY ALIBREY BYRON

Many medern couples are walting longer te get marriad. They re finding their way in their caresrs, starting homes and gatting setbied befora they say
‘Il do” And with this new modern timeline comes a question — what do | register for? If you-already have the household goods you nead. why stick to
thie traditional® Here are our picks to get creative with your registry’

o TENT

Love the outdoors? Register for a tent. Your hame

away from home is a perfect item to Kick off your life
asacouple $38 and up

€) ouTDODR SPEAKER
Okay, mavbe you're stocked inside the house
but what about the cutside? A waterproof
paftalie speaker like the JBL Charge 315 a
wreat tool for entertaining $99.95

o MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP
Is.art and culture your thing? Why net make the most
of your registry with 3 membership to the 5t, Louis Art
Museum, Science Center, Zoo or Botanical Garden? $50-79

oo HO00CEUDO0E

e —
ROOOUDs

" @ cHariTY

IT vou're all stocked up. Champion & cause!
5t Lowis is full af non-profits that could use
support — whether it's Stray Rescue, United
Way or Boys & Girls Clug! (Amount Optional)

1o | 5= Y Mt STLOUISBESTRRIDAL COM



o COOLER
Whether you're catching games
ar haading to a pot luck, every
couple needs a quality cooler. The
RTIC Pack cooler keeps tems cold
for days in 3 compact, accessible
case. $158.99

HIS AND HERS
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Try out @ his and hers subscrip-
tion plan. Get skin and grooming
covered with plans like Dollar

Shave Club and Ipsy $12 -$40 o ACTION CAM

This I5 a honeymoon must you
might not have thaught of,
Reguest a gift that allows you to
record and share your vacation

Boaring Fass .}
moments with loved ones when =
you get back heme like the GoPro
Hero 7 Black' $329.99 N g e, wmioat  Aof 8112 TC

A2s B:l2 T m m

=

@ HONEYMOON FUND
Yes! You can doa honeymoon fund
without being tacky. But tharé's a catch—
make sure to register for specific expert-
ences you plan to do, and don't forget to
include traditional registry items as well.

€) MEAL SERVICE
Nao matter your steck of kitchen
gadgets, every couple needs to
cool, Register for delivered meals
like Home Chef to lgarm new recipes

and get those first months together
coverad $9.95 per serving

(Amount optional)

@ ROBOTIC VACUUM
No matter how nontraditional vou
may beas acouple, you're still going
to need some traditional household
items. But why not upgrade in the
precess? The iRobot Roomba 960 can
offer relief 1n the dreaded househald
- duties $499.99

STLOUISBESTRRIDAL COM | i WEDL NGS STAST HESE | 1)



youare mf s0 m malu-
engaged couples.

Orlando’s Catering Is a preferred caterer at St. Louls’ most unique wedding
venues, including The World's Fair Pavilion in Farest Park, NEO on Locust,
Majorette, The Foundry Art Centre in 5t. Charles and City Museum to name a
few. Check out our website for a full list of over 40 venues we service.

We are also the exclusive caterer for Villa Antonio Winery and the Grand
Ballroom STL,

Orlanda's Catering provides one-stop wedding planning services whiciy
Include helping you secure your venue, food selections, rentals, bar services,
transportation, entertainment and more!

The Orlando family also owns Orlando’s Event and Conference Centers with
locations in Maryland Heights and South County. We Invite you to meet with
one of our bridal consultants to find out why Orlando’s is considered the No. 1
_caterer and event space in St. Louis and the surrounding areas!

SOUTH COUNTY (314) 638-6660 | MARYLAND HEIGHTS (314) 453-9000 l ORLANDOGARDENS.COM

Indulge your PURE ROMANCE
“happily ever
after”

From the opulent ballroom to the
inviting rooftop pool terrace,
celebrate your dream wedding
with confidence knowing that
Hotel Saint Louis' staff will indulge
your every need. We are focused
on providing extraordinary service
and attention to every detail so

you may begin creating a lifetime

of memaories.

HBTEL SAINT I1eU.lS NSLELEY MEEH T

(s T [ PR T S|

Call (877) 729-3074 o ecdimpibgrt 80 gonsiLodim
go o hotelsaintlouis.com PG R =R e

nz FAEI Ly 3 == E IR W = t | RTLOUSEESTRM DAL COM



VENUE DIRECTORY

The guestion was popped and your answer was
"yes"! Let the planning commernice. First things
first — venue! Selecting your venue s one of the
mast iImportant elements of the wedding planning
process. If you have yet to chose your venue, it's
time to roll up your slesves and get down to work

DATE

The date 15 the first thing to be decided. Indesd,
it 15 often the availability of the reception hall
that determines the wedding date, rather than
the reverse. |n other werds, the earlier you
reserye, the more pptions you have.

PRO TIPS
for the perfect space

CONTENT PROVICED BY NEWSPAFER TOGLBOX

SITE

Ideally, your reception hall should be ¢lose to
whare the majarty of your guests live or toa
hiotel where they can stay. It s also crucial to
ook 3 hall close to the church or town hall
where the wedding ceremony s going te
take place

CAPACITY

Find out if the venue s targs enough to

hold all your gussts Also, be careful not

to choose somewhere that s too big, as an
oversized room can make it difficult to create
a welcoming atmosphere. Check for possible
fayouts of thie tables as well as

the shape of tables that are avallable

NOTE: Round tablas factlitate socializing.

STLOUWSRESTERIDAL.COM

EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES

Does the hall provide all the services you need?
Loak for ample parking, attractive washraoms, a
children's playroom, ream for aband or a

DJ as well as a dance floor, kitchen facilities and
suitable heating or alr-conditioning

Check what Is included in the price and what
sn't, such as tables and chairs, tablecloths,
place settings. decorations, centerpieces, meals,
alcohol, service, tips, a coordinatar

or audio and vides equipment

PAYMENT

The cost will, of course, influence your choice
Fird cut about the methods of payment
accepted, do you havs to give a deposit?

Can yod pay in ihstaliments? If you enly have
3 small budget, an out-of-season wedding or a
weekday evening can save you a lot of meney.

ik 8 W G5 STAET HERE | 113



MISSOURI VENUES

VENUE CONTACT & _4 év%,/ & &r‘f_;' e & for
B12North Event Space 314-899-0612 - . .
612 Narth 2nd Strest, St Louls BiZnorth.caom
Ot Strest Abbey 314-821-9598 el IR [ B [ -
1808 S Oth St, ST, Louis pattylongcataring:com
All Oceasion Banqust Center 636-946-101] 166 2 : 3
M Compass Point Drive, 5t Charles alloccasionbanquetcenter com:
Ameristar Casiro Resort Spa 836-540-4300 64D ‘ " C :
One Amerstar Blyd., St Charles ameristarstcharles com
Andre's South 314-894-2622 400 s :
4254 Telegraph Road, St. Louis andresbanquat com
Andre's West 314-891-5650 350 . . < .
211 5. Old Hwy. 141, Fenton andresbangust.com
Baflwin Golf Club 636-207-2355 220 2 P
333 Hofloway Road, Ballwin baltwin me us/GolfClub
Barnett an Washingtan B844-462-2763 o
3207 Washington Ave;, St. Louis barnettonwashington.com Ll I - . 5
Bear Creek Golf Ciub 636-332-5018 o ¥ 3 .
158 Bear Creek Drive, Werntzville bearcreskgolf.cam F
Boo Cat Cluk 314-224-5521 3
812 N, Union St St Louis boocatelub.com o :
Busch Stadium Special Events 314-345-8830 466+ . ~ . 2
700 Clark St St. Louis mib.com/cardinals/ballpark
Big Cedar Lodge . B00-225-6343 o X < - . .
180 Top of the Rock Road, Ridaedale bigcadar.com i
Baogey Hills Country Club 636-946-8250 160 . - z .
1120 Country Club Road, 5t, Chatles bogeyhllisce com
3‘4-577—0338 oo v ¥ -

15183 mamd Chesterfisld rmissouribotanicalgarden.org : _
Chatillan-DeMenil 314-771-6828 250 * 3 *
3352 DeManll Place. St Louls demenll.org
LCave Vineyard 314-816-1088 280 : : g
21124 Cave Road, 5t. Genavieve caveyinayard.com :
The Caramel Room 514-B15-2480 725 . . .
1600 N. Broadway, St. Louls caramelroom com
Tﬂy Carriage House at DeMeni| 314-771-5828 8o x o 5 =

DeMeni| Place, St Louls demenil.org
Casa Loma Ballroom 314-282-2258 850 : 2 .
3354 lowa Ave., St Louis casalomabaliroom.com
539 Lebanon Drive. St Louis. sedarsstinet
Cedar Lake Cellars 636-745-9500 150 . : . 3
11008 Schrackengast Road, Wright City cedarlakecellars cam
Cedar Creek Resort 8557787222 ; :
1401 Olive Road, New Haven cedarcreekcenter.com L g ’ :
Chandler Hill Vineyards 638-798-2675 275 . = " 4
596 Deflance Road. Defisnce chandlerhillvineyards.com
Charlie F. Kmight Center, Washington U, 214-535-4668
One Brookings Dr,, St Lows olinwust! adu 165 ’ & ¢ . .
The Chase Park Plaza 314-633-3000 1360 - . - . .
212 N. Kingshighway, St. Louis: ‘sonesta.cam
The Christy Banauet Centers, 314-287-5263 wa A &
5856 Christy Blvel. St. Lois thechristycom =
The Christy Banaguet Centers, €36-266-4123 E00 i 3
9000 Veterans Memorial Parkway, O'Falior thechristy.com
City Mussum 314-231-2489 ! "
mumh T St. St Lotis citymusaum.org o ' _ A

4 | SERING S SOMMER 2000 | STIOUMSEFSTERIDAL.COM



MISSOURI VENUES

N y '\!“ 4 .-""'\

VENUE CONTACT & ,_4 évif/ SF TS o
Clayton Plaza Hotel 314-726-5400 ao0 - - .
7750 Carondelat Ave Clayton cpclayton.com
The Conservatory B36-947-0414. 0 .
101 South Main St 5t. Charles dding.com 100 ¥ . -
Contsmporary Art Museum St. Louls 314:535-4660 245 ' a . .
3750 Washington Blvel.. St. Louis camstl.org
Crowne Plaza Hotel 314-621-8200 150 3 = " = .
200 N Fourth 5t St. Lows ihg com/crowneplaza '
Cyrano’s 314-963-3232 50 4 % 4
603 E Lockwood, Webster Groves cyranas.com
DoubieTree Hotel & Confarence Ctr, 314-434-0100° U5 G . - :
16625 Swingley Ridge Road, Chestertiald hilton com/en/doublatree
DoubleTree Hotel « Wespuort 214-424-0100 450 . - - 4
1973 Craigshire Road. St Louis hilton . com/en/doublatras:
Drury Inn Union Station - St, Louis 314-221-3500 32 - , = -
201 Seuth 20th St St Louis drurybotsis.com -
Drrury inn & Suites Converition Ctr, - St Lows 114-251-8100 a0 ’ 3 , =
711 N. Broadway, 5t Louls druryhotels com
Druty Inin & Suites Forest Park - St, Louls 314-846-0770 150 5 - 3 ’
2111 Sulpher Ave. St Louis druryhiotels com ;
Drury Plaza Hote| - Chesterfieid 636-532-3300 189 - 2 =
385 Chesterfield Center East, St Louls druryhotels.com
Drury Plaza Hotsl at the Arch 314-231-3003 280 . =~ 3 ¥
2 South Fourth St., 5t Louls druryhotels.com :
Embassy. Suites Hotel & Spa 636-946-5544 1600 1 i i
Two Convention Cetitér Plaza. 5t. Charles Faltan eomen/embassy e
Emibassy Sultes Hotel - St Louis Airport 314-732-B529 . .
11237 Lane Eagle Drive. Bridgeton hilton com/en/embassy s X
Forest Hills Country Club B3B-227-5030 350 . . R .
2E Forest Club Dr, Chesterfield foresthillscc net '
Foundry Art Centre B836-225-0270 350 . i
520N/ Main St.. St. Charles foundryartesntre.org :
Fok Theatre 314-554-1678 370 . . . . .
537 N, Grang Blvd., St. Louis fabulousfox com
Fox Run, Carriage House 636-938-4653 > > - .
1 Putt Lane, Eureka fenrungalfelub com L
The Frankiin Roam 638-253-0867 300 . .
816 Allen Ave, St Lauls thefranklinroom net
GlenMatk Farms. _636-255-3276 228 y . 9 5
3500 Hempstead St. St Charles glenmarkfarms.com : :
Grand Hall on Chouteat 214-427-6771 300+ - o .
2313 Chotead Av,, 5t Louls grandhali-stl.com
Grand aawmm STL 314-638-6660 400 b . .
1014 Locust St St Louis grandballraamstl com | '
Grand Opera House Banguet Ctr 214-408-3783 300 o &
31 N Main St., 5t Charles ohbanguets com .
Heart of St. Charles 636-947-8270 4
1410°5. 5th St. St Chartes h 2 cere 400 . .
Hermann HIll 314-B00-3295 300 . . * . a
165 E Highway 100, Hermann hermannmoweddings.com
%ﬂn&mﬁammmh WW 75+ . & . -
18 Broadway St, St Louis hilton, cem z
Hilton St Lois Alrpart Hotel 314-426-55C0 400 . - 4
10330 Natural Bridge Rd. St Louls hilten.com
Hitton St Louis Fromtenac 314-993-1100 200 . . . 4
1328 5. Lindbergh Blvd., Frontenac hitton.com S ! '

STLOWMSBESTERIDAL.cOM | ThHe BEST WEDUNNGS START HERE




VENUE

MISSOURI VENUES

LLL

Heliday Inn — St. Louls Alrpert
4505 Woodson Rd., Bridgeton

Hali Afrport West — Earth C
ﬂaa:dn;'t‘rail&mhse Louis W

Holiday Inn — Forest Park
54915 Wilsan Ave , 5t Louls

Holiday Inn Select - &1, Louls Downtown
811 N Sth St St Lous

Haliday Inn — South County Cir
69215 Lindbergh Blvd., 5t Louis

Heliday [nn Express 5t Louls Alrport
13736 Riverport Dr., Maryland Heights

Heliday Inn Seuthwest « Route 66
10709 Watson Road. St. Louis

Hotel Saint Louis
705 Oliva St,, St. Louis

Hyatt Regency St Louis al The Arch
%15 Chestnut St., 5t Louis

Innsbroek Resort & Conference Center

596 Aspen Way Dr. Innsbrook

Jewel Box

5600 Clayton Avenue: Forest Park, St Louis

Kuhs Estate & Farm
13080 Spanish Pnnd Rd . Spanish Lake

Landings at Spirit Golf Club
180 N Eatherton Rg. Thesterfield

Laimp Grand Hall
1817 Cherokes St.. St Louis

Lemp Mansion
2322 DeMenil Place, St Louls

LIUNA Event Cénter
45325 Lindbergh Blvd., Sunset Mills

The Lodge of Des Peres
1050 Des Pares Rd., Des Peres

L at Grant's Trall
ngﬁﬂﬁmm Ave, St Louis

Lumen St. Louis
2207 Locust St, 5t Louis

Lurmigre Place Casino and Hotel

Qo6 M 2nd St St Louls

Mad Art Gallery
2727 5.12th 5t St Lodis

The Magic House
516 South Kirkwood, St Louts

Magic Chef Mansion
3400 Russell Blvd St Louls

The Mahler Ballroom
4515 Washington Blyd, 5t Louss

Marnott St Louis Airpart
10700 Pear Tree Drive. St Louis

Marrjott St Louls West
B60 Maryville Center Drive, St Louis

Missour| Athletic Club
405 Washingten Avenue, 5t Louis

Missour| Bluffs Golf Club
18 Research Park Circle, St Charfes
SMMER E0 2

SRR & | STLOUISEESTEHIDAL COM

CONTACT r,‘s
314-427-47G0
Ihg.com, holidayinn o
314-251-5800 200
iha.com/holidayinn
314-845-0700 80
thg - eom/halidayinn
iR com/holidayinn ARG
314-B82-3600 325
g, com/helidayinn
1-800-652-3705 |25
iha.cam/holidayinnexpr
314-821-6600
Ihg-com/helidayinn 50
314-241-4300
hotelsalntiouis com s
314-555-1234 L
fnatt:com 2000
innskrook-resort com .
3i4-531-00890 280
forestparkmap org/jewel-box
314-226-0708 L
kuhsfarm com AR
636-728-1927
|landingsatspint.com 400
314-664-8024 00
lemprmansiofl.com/grandhal| :
54-564-8024
lempmansion cam 260
314-226-1010 280
liunaeventcenter.com 2
514-835-6150 165
despargsmo.org
314-638-3340 :
lodgeatarantsttall. cam &
314-8715-2480
lumenstl.com 209
z_f_.w-e_'ag-m) 50
lumiereplace.com
I14-771-B230
madart com 0
314-822-8800 500
magichouse.org
314-664-3400 150
madicchefmansion. com
314-361-4411 150
mahierbaliream com e
314-422.9700
marrictt.com 00
314-878-2747 ¥
mariort cam Lo
#55-418-6852 7
mae-stl.org o
636-939-6454 e
ekl com




MISSOURI VENUES

VENUE CONTACT & S ST
Missour| Batanical Garden 314-577-5100 100 z R - .
4344 Shaw Bivd,, St Louls misseurlbetanicalgarden crg
Missaurl History Museum 314-746-4599 250 5 - A =
5700 Lindall Blvd,, St Louis mohistory:org/museum
Mount Pleasant Estate 536-482-9483 235 . " < =
5634 High St. Augusta mountpleasant com .
New Town at St. Charles. %36-288-7332 00 3 d - =
3331-2 Rue Royale St Charles newtownstcharies.com !
old Hiﬁkﬂfy- Golf Club B36-477-8960 550 . - "
1 Dye Club Dr, St Peters oldhickoryge com
Old Stane Chapal 636-947-8270 . - :
NOE S, Main 5t., St Charles hearteventsstl.com Lol 8 .
Oliva On The Hill 314-561-7588 100 2 " i -
4915 Daggett Ave St Louls olivaenthehill com
Orlanda’s Event Centers, South County 314-638-6660 900 . .
4300 Hoffmeistar. St. Louis orlandogardens com :
Orlando's Evert Centers. Maryland Heights 314-455-95000 600 3 4
205G Dorsett Viliage Plaza arlandogardars.com
Palladium St Lois 314-881-4301 400 . 5 - 3
1400 Park Place, St Louls paliadium-sti.com :
Stifel Theatre 314-425-7600 460 p #
1400 Market St-, St Lowis stifeltheatre com .
Pear Tres Inn St Louls Union Station 314-241-3200 156 < g X
2211 Markat St St Louis: druryhotels com "
Pevely Farms Golf Cluk 636-938-7C00 2680 " . 4 =
400 Lawis Rd,, Eurska pevalyfarms.com
The Purser Canter at Logan College 536-230-1881 AGG . . .
185) Schoettier Rd., Chesterfield logan.edu/purser-centar '
Randall Gallery 314-550-0818 550 . . R .
999 North 13th St St. Louls randallgallery.com ?
Masriott St Louls Grand Hotel 314-621-9600 500 A n i 5
800 Washington Ave, St Louls marriott.com =2
Renaissance S1. Louis Airport Haotal 314-425-1100 850 . - . .
5801 Natural Bridge Road, St. Louls marTiott.com i
The Ritz-Cariton St, Louis 314-863-6300 760 . = g <
100 Carendalet Plaza, St Louis ritzearfton.com i
The Vineyards at Rivertiend Chapel 636-390-8800 300 ‘ & . .
227 Ming Drive, Washingten riverbendchapaline kiz
Rose OF The Hill by Favazza's 214-772-6003 _ =
2300 Edwards St, St Louss rosacfthenll com el ) » -
Saint Charles Convention Canter B35-869-3000 1000 s " . "
1 Convention Plaza, St Charles stcharlesconvantiancentarcom 4
St. Louis Art Museum 314-721-0072 250 § '
1 Eine Arts Drive, St Lows slam.org :
St Lous Artists' Guild and Gallery 314-717-6266 "o " 5 "
12 N. Jackson, Clayton stlouisartistsaulld.org
St. Louls Science Center. 314-289-4400 330 4 ; N %
5080 Gakland Ave 5t Louis slsc.org
St Lous Unjversity Events 314-977-6338 500 2 4 -
221 North Grand Blvd,, St Louits sluedusevents
St. Louls Zoo m-mwm 500 N 5 . -
1 Government RDrive St Louis ﬁlaou.ﬂ'g
The Sheldan Cenecert Hall & Ballroom 314-533-9900 00 ] L ;
3548 Washington Bivd . 5t Lowis thesheldan.org
Sheraton Clayton Plaza Hotel 314-863-0400 &is i . x N .
7720 Bonhomme Ava. Claytan: martiokr.com s
STLOWSRESTRAIDAL.COM | THE HEST WEDIINGS STAET welE n?



MISSOURI VENUES

VENUE

CONTACT

Sheraton Westport — Chalet Motal St. Louis
181 Westport Plaza, St Louis

Sheraton Westport Plaza Hotel St. Louis
900 Wastport Plaza, St Louls

Siiver Daks Chateau
168 Hwy 100, Pacific

Soulard Preservation Hall
1621 5. 9th 'St 5t Louis

Spazno Westport
1203 Lackland Rd., 5t Louss

Supnset 44 Bistro
118 'W. Adams Ave,, Kirkwood

Sunset Hills Banguet Centar
13366 West Watson Road, Sunset Hills

Third Degree Glass Factory
5200 Delmar Blvd., St Louis.

LUniversity of Missouri - 5t. Louis
=70 & |1-170, 5t Louis

Vance Vineyarcs & Winery
1522 Madisan 212. Fredricktown

Villz Antonio Winery
3660 Linhorst, Hillsboro

The Westin 5t. Lous
811 Spruze St., St Louls

Winghaven Country Club
7777 Winghaven 8lvd,, O'Fallon

Whitmear Cauntry Clul
1100 Whitmaot Drive St Charles

Whittemore House at Washingtan University
6440 Forsyth Blvd, St Louis

Windows On Washington
1601 Washington Ave, St Louis

Woeorlds Fair Pavilion
1904 Concourse Drive, St. Lodis

Xavler Grand Ballroom
3628 Lindell Bivd, St. Loujs

You’re engaged! But now what?
Tell us your story for your engagement

to be featured on stlouisbestbridal.com,
the Saint Louis Best Bridal Facebook and
Instagram pages as well as in the St. Louis

Post-Dispatch - all for FREE!

ATLOWHSEESTRNIDAL COM

314-878-1500
martiott com

314-878-1500
marriett.com

314-280-8890
silveroakschateau com

24-241-8181
presarvationhall com

14-576-0400
spaziowestport.com

314-965-6544
sunsetdd.com

314-843-3000
sunsethillsgoifcourse net

314-367-4527
thirddegreaglassfactony com

314-516-4324
umskedu

673-783-B800
vancevineyards com

636-475-5008
villaantomowmery.com

314-621-2000
IMarfetT.com

B26-561-2464
winghavenoc.com

636-926-9622
whitmoorgalf-com

314.935.5210
whitternorehouse arg

314-241-5555
wowbanguets.com

114-285-5344
stlouis-mo.gov

3M4-877-7303
stxcollegechurchweddings com

800

00

250

150

250

250

250

1600

3006

275

250

500

ne

350

450

300

- " -
. - .
. . . . .
. . .
. - . .
. .
. - .
- - .
. . .
. - - .
. - - -
- . .
. - - .
. .
. . .
L] L] -
. . -
" - .

Share your love today:

stlouisbestbridal.com/engagement



ILLINOIS VENUES
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VENUE CONTACT & ,_4 év%,/ 3‘5&“‘:;' S
4204 Main Strest Brewing Co §18-234-4503 - 3 . . -
4204 W. Main Street, Bellaville mainstreatbrawingco.com
Aerie’s Terrace : 618-786-8438 —_— - . . ~
800 Timber Ridgs Drve, Grafton, Il aeriesvigw.cam
Beall Mansion 618-474-9100 100 . = =
407 E 12 Street, Alton beallmansion com ’
Bluff City Grlll 616-433-8288 550 3 "
424 E Broadway, Alton Blutt-city-grill_business site '
Casino Queen Hetel & Casino BOO-777-0777 250 ¥ a
200 Souwth Front St., East St. Lows casinogueen com/stlows
Crystal Garden and Event Center 618-855-1170 400 ; . 2] -
1230 University Drive, Edwardsville QeEUismecam.
DoubleTree Collinsvilla 618-345-2800 350 2 - -
1000 Eastport Plaza Drive, Collinsville hilten com/en /doubletres
AfFairBam S18-740-151> 3004 | o > :
3418 Hotze Road, Salem afairbiarn com '
The falls Reception & Confarence Center. B618-281-3255 =50 ’ g 3 2
300 Admiral Wiene! Blvd, Columbia seathefalls.com
Four Paints By Sheratan Falrview Heights B18-522-9500 500 . - 3
319 Fountaing Parkway, Faifview Heignts farrictt. com =
Gateway Center. The BOO-289-2388 1280 . 2
1 Gateway Drive, Callinsville gatewaycenter.com
The Grafton Winsry &18-768-3001 350 . . 1 g
300 W. Main Street. Grafton thegrattonwinery.com i i i
Hidden Lake Winery 618-228-911| 560 " . . =
10580 Wellen Rd., Aviston hidgenlakewinely.com
The Leading Dock _ 618-786-3494 208 . ) . .
A01E Front Strest, Grafton onloadingdock.com ]
Lockhaven Galf Club 618-466-244] 0 . . . .
10872 Lawrence Keller Dr,, Godfray lockhavengolfolubicom
The: National Shiine of Qur Lady of the Snows. B18-397-8700 300 s A i
443 Sputh De Mazenod Drive, Beliaville SnowWS.ory :
Oak Terrace Resort & Spa BOO-577-7588 call " - s
100 Beyers Lake Rd., Pana oakterraceresart com
Orchatds Golf _ §18-233-8921 125 . .
1499 Galf I:mraa Dﬂw Bellevile arahardsgaifeiuly eom 2
Pare Marquettes Lodge 6i8-786-2331 250 : i =
13653 Lodye Boulevard, Graften prlodga.net
ABO Begency Park Dr. O'Fallon wmmﬂmmecmw:mn ' '
Stanewolf Galf Cluk B18-624-4653 350 s = o
1185 Stonewolf Trail, Fairview Heights stonewolfgolf.cam
Srmithton Turner Hall §18-277-9690 500 i ’ -
115 Narth Julla Street, Smithten amithtonturnerhall. com
Sunset Hills Country Club £18-656-9380 330 " . . P
2525 Highway 157 5., Edwardsville sunssthillsceuntryeluly.com
Tony's Vogue Roam 618-462-8184 386 A %
312 Piasa Strest, Alton tonysrestaurant com :
Tuscary Ballronm Regency Conferance Centar 618-624-99499 750 i 4 -
400 Regency Park Dr.. ©'Fallen ragencycanferencecentencom
Wildey Theatr 618-307-2053 % i
252 North Main Strest, Edwardsville wildeytheatre.com et A
Willoughby Farm 618-977-0541 175 % v -
631 Willeughby Lans; Collinsville willoughbyfarm.org

ow Furnishings and Event Centar 618-444-7969 " & a
SIS B Strons Atton facebook.com/wowfurnishings £ha ' '




LOOK WHO’S

ﬁ - ﬁ i COMPILED BY NATALIE MACIAS

These 5t. Louis-area couples submitted their engagements to
us and we couldn't be happler to feature them, Te have your

ouncement included, visit stlouisbestbridal.com!










DESTINATIONS FROM ST. LOUIS

iY AUBREY BYRDN
You've done lt! You're married, You planned and planned, You histened to suggestions from your new
mother-in-law, sisters, clergy and everyone eise in your life You prepped and pressed and preened.

Mow It's finally time to anjey your married life with tha one you said the vows to!

Whaether it's domestic or interpational, a honeymoon 15 a special time to take together Celebrating with
family and friends is important, but it's aiso crucial to celebrate the two of you, While planning a vacation
on topof a wedding may sound like a lot, It's the perfect gift to yourselves. Here are our suggestions tor

the best destinations, lecally and otherwise, to spend your first trip as a martied coupls,




DOMESTIC

Save the worry of a passport and customs by

staying local. Here are four easy, domestic
destinations to reach from 5t. Louis.

SENVYVED

Mountains, brewenes and fiight deals galore’ Rent a house on Folly Beach or stay at a resort onthe pristinely preserved Kiawah island Whether you
Head to Denver, Colorado to start your marriage want 1o surf and paddleboard or lounge and read. Charleston, South Carolina has the peaches and
with a tittie adventure Take a dayirip to views to celebrate your nuptials. Plus take a bike ride on the boardwalk and enjoy the nightlife

Garden of the Gods, see a show at Red Rocks of historic downtewn Charlestan

Amphitheatre or spend your time hopping

between the city's more than 148 breweries. If

you want daytime adventures and mghtlife all in

just ane shart, direct flight away, Denver is the

destination for you.

It's Vegas, babty! Celebrate your naw

marriage under the lights Ride the fertis wheal,
hit the slots or pick from dozens of shows each
night — from the marvel of Cirque du Sofs||

to Elvis tributes to famous stand-up comics.

If nightlife is your thing, Vegas is the place to
R oA be: Plus enjoy a surprising catalog of outdoor

recreation a short drive away
What battalr way to countar all the wedding planning stress than an |sland getaway? If you're craving

the slow |ifg on the beach without the hassle of isaving the country, we have two words for you,
“Puerto Rice!" This laid back island territery has all the views, resorts and beaches of the Caribbean
has to offer for the price of a domestic flight. Enjoy Bright biue waves, incredilble fosd and the
gasyagoing lifestyle. In just a few hours, you can be transported to tropical island paradise

1z4 PHING & MIMME N { ETLOLHSRESTERIDAL.COM



INTERNATIONAL

Passport in hand, you're ready to fly off for your first adventure as a married couple!

Here are some of the best international trips to take from 5t. Louis on your honeymoon getaway.

Wi know that you know about Mexico

But if the all-inclusive, ane-stop destination is
your thing, there are other cptions than Cancun’
Leave the Yucatan Peninsula te the massive
crewds and hop aver to the pristine beaches of
Puerte Vallarta. Even though it's on the Facific

slde, you can still grab short, affordable flights

Pick a resert and experiance |uxury on the beach,

Alright, we know Canada might not have

Bean what you had in mind, buf trust us on this
ona' Mantreal |s one of North America’s best-
kept romantic secrets. Cobblestone? Opens
airad restaurants? Low-lit walks on a narrow
streat? Enjoy the fesl of a European vacation
without the price point. Plus; see the world-
famous botanical garden and have your fill of
the deliciously fried local cuisine

called Poutine.

Pura Vida" is all about living the “pure |ife."
Whiether you want beaches, rich rainforests or
just to catch the sight of a swinging sleth —
Costa Rica s known Far its rich biodiversity and
undeveloped beach frents Zip line, snorkel and
nike through the Jungle to see all that the nch
land can offer! Gr ssimply rent a cabana on the
beach and |le back to enjoy tha scenery and |et
the waterfall splash on your skin. Costa Rica's
beauty is unmatched!

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DOT APPS LIKE AIRENE
NOW LET YOU BOOK EXPERIENCES! FIND EVERYTHING
FROM BIKE RIDES TO PRIVATE CHEF DINNERS

The French Riviera has been cne of the

most saught-after vacation destinations

since medieval times — and for good reason

The calarful villas by the sea have become
synonymous with the good life. Head to Mice,
France to enjoy gourmet French meals, romantic
wine and the crystal blue views of the sea Walk
the cabblestone streets and take a boat out to
ses the cliffs. The winding streets of Nice offer

endless summer fun

STLOLNSHESTRRIDAL COM | A WED i if b 25
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OVER $40K VALUE
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Will You Be the Lucky Winner?

Innsbrook Resort, in partnership with Saint Louis Bride, is giving away an all-inclusive dream
wedding worth more than $40,000! One lucky couple will win and up to 150 of their closest
friends and family will witness their dreams come true as they tie the knot on March 20, 2021,
The prize package includes quality products and services from our talented sponsors,; inciuding:
Applause Weddings, Event Inspirations, Eye Do STL, Innsbrook Vacations, J&M Displays, Jess & Jenn
Photography, Made. by Lia, Mia Grace Bridal, Nadine & Mina, and Serendipity Beyond Design.

LA LA L L R AR AR AR AR Al A AR Al Al Al Ll ldsl

Enter to win at InnsbrookWeddings.com
Registration closes March 31, 2020
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{¥) Innsbrook
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Beyond the Big Day

HOW TO MERGE HOUSEHOLD DUTIES, PETS AND FINANCES

Merging household DUTIES

BY SaRAH GERREIN

You've merged your finances and your home, now yau must merge, divide
ared conpuer yoaur Rouseheld respansibilities If you don't want these
tiny conflicts to take over yvour newly married life, you should set some

guidelines. Here are some tips that can turn mundang tasks into success

THROW GENDER STEREDTYPES CQUT

THE DOOR

The breadwinngr, the mam, the man of the house — all of these roles are
outdated and do nothing but cause resentment and overblown expecta-
tiens, A complementary approach to diveying up choras will do yaur

marriage a world of gead,

MAKE A LIST

Early in yaur cohabitation, make a list and decide upon the freguancy
of hausehold tasks by listing daily (dishes. cooking), weskly (trash.
vardwork) and manthly {(pet bathing,. car washing) chores. If you agree

upon the task and the frequency, you are ready to divide and conguer

CATER TO TALENT
Think about the jobs each of yvou do well don't mind doing or who can de

it the quickest. Sign yoursell up

TAKE TURNS
There will ke jobs that neither of you anjoy Rotate frequently encugh that
the tasks ate bearable, or raise vour hand il you need help accomplishing

themi on a case-by-case basis

APPRECIATE

Folding socks and making bads are not difficult duties in and of
themselves, but the monotony and repetition can be taxing. A word af
appreciation can go a long way. Be your spouse's biggest cheerleader n

appreciating thew efforts, becadse the wark will always exist

The bottom line is that one size does not fit all when it comes to splitting
hausehald choras. Find a system that works for you and mix it up as best
vol can, If all else fails; hire a cleaning service or a handyman as a traat!
MORE P
<}
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How to introduce ¢ &
A NEW PET

HY METRO NEWS %

Many people are excited by the prospect of intreducing & new pet into HAVE NEW TQYS AND ITEMS AVAILABLE “ &

thelr homes. In the midst of such sxcitemant. It can be sasy to-overlook the Brags sk ek car it batoretaril, Busn i they stouptihe nawaniial ‘.

potential feelings existing pets may have about sharing their homes with

they may hot want to shara their toys, food bowls or other baubles. Make
T
e sure there are itams for bath of the pets so there will Be ne bickering of

actual fights ‘. ‘
Whethar the introduction mvolves animals of the same species or a hopeful ". . 4
L ]

friendship between cat and dog. follow these hips to increase the chances
- The Intreduction process (s not semething pet owners should rush: Such &
for a successful first meeting.
process can take a few days, weeks or even longer. Pet owners who ramain

EMPLOY SENSE OF SMELL patient and encouraging may find that their pets ultimately learn to live

together paacefully,

Some dogs and cats will "posture” If they make eye contact with a new
animal, according to PetMD. Submissive or dominant responses can cause
stress to the animals and may create a negative first meeting. Someatimes
it's best if pets meet through scent instead of sight. Separate the patsin
different rooms or cageas, allowing them to grow accustomad to the smell
of the other animal before actually meeting it. Exchange blankets with each

pets scent betwean the cages.

CONTAIN AND RELEASE

Let the new pet have roam of the house for a little

while before containing It to a reom or cage. This
allows the arimal to start leaving Its scant around the
house. Follow the same technigue with the other pet.
Eventually the animats will grow a deeper bond through
scent articles and grow accustomed to the sounds and

smmelle of each other

INTRODUCE DOGS OR CATS ON
NEUTRAL TERRITORY

Existing pets may feal the n2ed to dafend thair territory
ar pratact thair owners if they meet a new ammal inside
of the house: When the time comes for a face-to-face
meating, intreduca the two animals autslde of the hame
in aneutral area, such as In a nelghbar’'s yard or in a park,
offers The Mumane Society of Amarica, Reward positive

behavior during this initial encaunter with treats.
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Merging finances

after TYING
4 KNOT

Happy couples experience various changes after tying the knot Jne of those

BY METRO NEWS

changes concerns the couples' finances

According to an analysis of data frem the National Survey of Familtes and
Households, arguments about money are a freguent concern with marmed
couples Furthermore, there is a higher corralation Between the risk of diverce
and the prevalence of financial disagreements. While fights about money da

not necessarily cause divorce, thay can create rifts In relationships.

Even couples who have plenty of money may have disagreaments about their
finances. Arguments may stem from spouses not understanding how their
partner views money or the disparities in spending habits among partrers
Couples who make garly efforts to get on the same page concernmag finances

may have smoother waters ahead than those who delay such discussions

ESTABLISH GOALS TOGETHER

Couples should define therr financial goals together. 1s (L a
goal to seve for 2arly retirement? |5 a house in the immedi-
ate future? |5 freguent travel a desire? Are you planning to
rontribute to future children’s educations? These guestions
and more nead to be addressed early on. By creating a
financial plan together, couples can more clearly map out their

financial futures,

COMBINING ACCOUNTS MAY BE EASIER
However, some couples want to maintain their full

financial independence

ASSESS DEBTS AS A TEAM

One person may be bringlng more debt to the marriage than
another It's important for all cards to be on the table and to
work together to eradicate debt. If a person will be coming to
the marriage with poor credit, it may be worth it to keep things
separate until a spouse works on remedying his or her finances.

according to Credit.com.

DECIDE HOW TO SPLIT EXPENSES

One partner may make more manay than the other, and one
may spend more time handling household needs or future
childcare responsibilities. Couples need to agree whethar

one person pays for certain bills exclusively, whether they
spend from ana salary and save the other or combine finances

complately and spend equally, offers NerdWaliat.

Engaged couples who develop a post-wadding financial plan
may find their transition to being married much easier than

those who delay such discussions.
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Goodnight, ;«)w{%mf

The party's over. The hall has closed its doors and weary auests depart Erin and
Christian’s feet are tired, but adrenaline pushes them out inta the night, They stepout
onta Main Street in theguaint river town of Alton. Ilinais Tor a final moment of rellection,

After prepping anad preening, praying and partying with family and Triends, it's time fo1

the newlyweds to bid adieu and step into the future.
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THE PERFECT PLACE

HOST THE WEDDING '
YOUR DREAMS

\':"'In ﬁcidl-dw ] (
the joyous, serene occasion you deserve, from the initial planning
of your wedding to its finishing touches - and touching finish.

Our professional wedding experts are here

Browse our Wedding Packages to find the perfectly tailored

elements and amenities to make your event as unigue as you are.

THE BEST CITY IN 5T, LOUIS

For more information or to book your event, contact 314.388.7810. RIVERC:I’IY

CASINO & HOTEL

foazl bomr 31 Ewcditmimtee gy Searnhilitng Probden? C=H | SSABETECTT S3018 Pimeacte Lnberisinmem, nc Al flgitke Basorrad B&B.ETETZEY | rivercity.com



Wish B[ G(( build the regustry of your dreams

DILLARD’S BRIDAL REGISTRY:
Over 260 Stores in 29 States

The Best Selection of Your Favorite Brand Names

Couples can register for home items to personal items, including lingerie, cosmetics and fragrances.
Registered couples may receive bonus gifts from vendor partners,

a free beauty makeover for the bride and more.

COMPLETE YOUR NEW HOME PROGRAM
Save 20% on most regular price items remaining on your registry after the wedding.

Visit www.dillards.com/registry for more details.

Dillard’s

The Style of Your Life.



