Curriculum Guide for Educators and Librarians: The Phantom Pen Pal
The Haunted Chronicles
Age Level: 9-13

Subjects: English Language Arts, History (Exploration of Past Eras), Creative Writing, Critical Thinking, Social-Emotional Learning

I. Overview of Themes and Learning Objectives
1. Themes:
· Friendship Across Time: Understanding connections that transcend time and place.
· Mystery and Curiosity: Cultivating an investigative mindset.
· Bravery and Self-Discovery: Exploring personal growth and courage in the face of fear.
· Historical Reflection: Encouraging respect and curiosity for past societies.
2. Learning Objectives:
· Develop Analytical Skills: Analyzing narrative structure and identifying clues within a mystery.
· Enhance Vocabulary: Learning new words through contextual clues in the story.
· Encourage Critical Thinking: Drawing connections between characters, events, and historical references.
· Foster Creative Expression: Writing prompts and role-play activities inspired by the story.

II. Pre-Reading Activities
1. Historical Context Exploration:
· Activity: Research the concept of pen pals and the role of letters in history, especially before digital communication.
· Discussion Prompt: How did people communicate across distances and eras? Why do you think letters were so significant?
2. Setting the Scene: Predicting the Plot:
· Activity: Display the book cover and title, and have students predict the story based on the title and visuals.
· Discussion Prompt: What do you think a "phantom pen pal" could mean? What sort of story might this be?
3. Vocabulary Introduction:
· Introduce vocabulary related to the book’s themes, such as "phantom," "pen pal," "manor," "mystery," and "chronicle."
· Activity: Students can create vocabulary flashcards with definitions and sentences for each term.

III. Chapter-by-Chapter Guide and Activities
Chapters 1–3: Setting the Mystery
· Reading Goals:
· Understand the protagonist’s curiosity and initial steps into the unknown.
· Examine character motivations and early clues in the letters.
· Discussion: Why do you think Ava decided to respond to the mysterious letter?
· Activity: Write a letter back to Ava, sharing what advice you would give her about her pen pal.
Chapters 4–6: The Connection Deepens
· Reading Goals:
· Explore Ava’s emotional journey and how the letters impact her.
· Identify clues and foreshadowing.
· Discussion: How does Ava’s curiosity affect her decisions? What would you do in her place?
· Activity: Create a timeline of events so far, noting any clues that could hint at what will happen next.
Chapters 7–10: The Mystery Unravels
· Reading Goals:
· Recognize the climactic buildup and analyze how Ava faces her fears.
· Understand the resolution and the underlying message.
· Discussion: How does Ava grow as a character throughout the story? What can we learn from her bravery?
· Activity: Rewrite the ending, imagining what might happen if Ava chose a different path.

IV. Post-Reading Activities
1. Reflection and Analysis:
· Theme Reflection: Discuss how friendship and courage helped Ava in her journey.
· Character Analysis: Have students pick a character and describe their strengths, weaknesses, and growth.
· Plot Mapping: Use a story map to outline the major events and turning points in the mystery.
2. Creative Writing Prompt:
· Prompt: Imagine you receive a mysterious letter from someone in the past. Who is it from? What do they ask of you? Write your own story or letter exchange.
3. Historical Research Activity:
· Activity: Research a famous mystery or legend from history (e.g., Amelia Earhart, the lost colony of Roanoke).
· Presentation: Each student can present their findings, drawing connections between real-life mysteries and The Phantom Pen Pal.
4. Art and Imagination:
· Activity: Draw the manor based on its description or create a visual representation of Ava’s journey.
· Alternative: Design a “missing” poster for Olivia, incorporating clues about her life in the past.


V. Additional Activities and Assessments
1. Interactive Escape Room (Optional):
· Use a modified version of the classroom escape room activity to review plot points, vocabulary, and character analysis.
2. End-of-Book Quiz:
· Prepare a quiz on plot, character, and vocabulary to assess reading comprehension.
3. Group Discussion / Socratic Seminar:
· Prompt: What would you do if you were Ava? How do you think curiosity affects our lives and choices?
· Follow-Up: Discuss the importance of understanding history and what we can learn from the past.
4. Creative Digital Activity:
· Activity: Create a digital story map or interactive timeline on a classroom app or software to summarize key events and turning points in the story.

VI. Extension Activities for Enrichment
1. Time Capsule Project:
· Create a time capsule filled with letters from students about their lives, interests, and dreams, mimicking a pen pal connection with the future.
2. Pen Pal Program:
· Start a pen pal project with a school from a different region or country, discussing the differences and similarities across places and times.
3. Creative Book Report:
· Instead of a traditional book report, students can design a letter from Ava to Olivia describing what she learned from her journey.
4. Mystery Genre Exploration:
· Introduce other mystery books or series appropriate for middle-grade readers and encourage students to compare them to The Phantom Pen Pal.

