Curriculum Guide for Educators and Librarians: The Forgotten Key
The Haunted Chronicles
Age Level: Middle School (9-13)

Book Overview:
Clara, a young girl inherits a mysterious mansion. As she unravels the house’s dark secrets, including a hidden key and a family curse, Clara faces ghostly visions, haunting discoveries, and a chilling past. The story blends suspense, mystery, and themes of bravery, history, and family ties, engaging students in an exciting adventure.

Objectives:
· Literary Skills: Develop reading comprehension, inferencing, and analysis of narrative structure.
· Critical Thinking: Engage in problem-solving through mystery and suspense elements.
· Creative Writing: Encourage students to write creatively by developing alternative endings or plot twists.
· Cross-Curricular Learning: Apply lessons in history, art, and creative problem-solving through project-based activities.
· Character Analysis: Explore the protagonist's journey, motivations, and relationships within the plot.

Standards Alignment:
This guide aligns with Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts:
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly and inferences drawn from the text.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.3: Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6-8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.

Unit Breakdown:
Week 1: Introduction to the Novel
Objective: Understand the book’s genre, setting, and protagonist.
· Activity 1: Discuss the mystery genre and how suspense is built in stories.
· Activity 2: Predicting outcomes based on the book’s title and cover. Have students write predictions about the story.
· Activity 3: Vocabulary building: Focus on key terms (e.g., "inheritance," "curse," "ghost," "legacy").
Discussion Prompts:
· What clues do the title and cover provide about the story’s themes?
· What might be the significance of the key in the story?

Week 2: Analyzing Characters & Plot
Objective: Examine character development and the role of suspense in moving the plot forward.
· Activity 1: Create character profiles for Clara, Isla, and other key characters. How do their motivations drive the story?
· Activity 2: Plot diagram exercise: Map out the rising action, climax, and resolution.
· Activity 3: Engage students in group discussions around how Clara changes from the beginning of the book to the end.
Discussion Prompts:
· What motivates Clara to continue her investigation despite the fear she experiences?
· How do the secondary characters (like Clara's family or Isla) influence her decisions?

Week 3: Themes and Symbolism
Objective: Identify central themes (family legacy, bravery, the supernatural) and analyze symbols like the key and the mansion.
· Activity 1: Small groups discuss different themes (e.g., courage, secrets, the past influencing the present) and present their findings.
· Activity 2: Symbol scavenger hunt: Assign students to locate symbols (key, mirror, shadows) and explain their meanings.
· Activity 3: Art Project: Design an alternate book cover that reflects the story’s main theme or symbol.
Discussion Prompts:
· What does the key represent for Clara and for Isla?
· How does the setting (the mansion) contribute to the mood of the story?

Week 4: Creative Writing & Reflection
Objective: Apply knowledge from the text to creative projects.
· Activity 1: Have students write their own chapter that continues the story, or an epilogue imagining Clara’s life after the events of the book.
· Activity 2: Create a storyboard: Students choose a scene and illustrate it, describing the key emotions or themes in that moment.
· Activity 3: Group project: Create a digital timeline showing key events in The Forgotten Key, adding images or quotes to enhance comprehension.
Discussion Prompts:
· How would you change the ending if you were the author? What loose ends could be tied up?
· What lessons did Clara learn throughout her journey?

Assessment & Evaluation:
· Participation: Students should be graded on class discussions, group work, and engagement with activities.
· Written Assignments: Evaluate creative writing exercises and reflection essays for understanding of character development, plot structure, and theme.
· Art Projects: Assess creativity and connection to the text in visual projects.
· Quizzes: Use comprehension quizzes focusing on key plot points, character relationships, and symbols.

Cross-Curricular Connections:
History:
· Research Project: Investigate Victorian architecture or the history of inheritance and family legacies. Compare the historical elements in The Forgotten Key to real-world examples.
Art:
· Set Design: Have students imagine they are designing the set for a stage adaptation of The Forgotten Key. What props would be needed, and how would they use lighting to create a spooky atmosphere?
STEM:
· Building a Key: Students design their own version of the story’s key using a 3D modeling program. Discuss the importance of keys in literature and technology (locks, encryption).

Enrichment and Additional Resources:
· Interactive Website: Direct students to the companion website for additional activities such as brainteasers, fun facts, and puzzles related to The Forgotten Key.
· Escape Room: Set up a classroom escape room based on clues from the book to encourage problem-solving, teamwork, and creative thinking.
· Recommended Reading: Encourage students to explore similar books such as The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier or The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman.

Wrap-Up & Discussion:
Conclude the unit by reflecting on the emotional and thematic weight of the story. Ask students:
· What did you enjoy most about the story?
· How did the supernatural elements enhance the mystery?
· How would you apply the lessons Clara learned in your own life?
Encourage students to write a review for the book, summarizing their thoughts and insights, and share these with the class or on a class blog.

Teacher and Librarian Resources:
· Discussion Guide: Use the prompts provided above to guide classroom or book club discussions.
· Reading Logs: Provide a template for students to track themes, symbols, and predictions as they read.
· Quiz Bank: Create quizzes that focus on key details, character motivations, and comprehension of main events.

