
MINUTES OF THE SEGH BOARD MEETING HELD ON 27th AUGUST 2025 AT 12:00 

(LONDON, UK) ON ZOOM 

Agenda: 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

3. Matters arising from the last Minutes 

4. Report on ECR matters 

5. Reports on Fellows' Matters 

6. Report on Membership and Finance 

7. Report on Belfast 2025 Conference 

8. Reports from the Regions 

9. Updates on the website/social media 

10. Report on EGAH 

11. AOB 

 

Attendance: 

1. A Argyraki  7. O Humphrey 13. J Kumar Biswas     

2. O Morton-Bermea 8. A Hursthouse 14. C Monteiro 

3. M Barbieri  9. F Onyangore 15. J Olajide-Kayode 

4. M Gabersek  10. M Abdou    

5. K Torrance  11. A Olatunji    

6. G Gibson  12. F Ajayi    

 

The meeting commenced at 12:11 (London) and the Agenda for the day was shared for members 

to preview.  

1. Apologies were received from: 

(i) Kiri Rodgers (ii) Diane Purchase (iii) Michael Watts (iv) Dan Middleton (v) Xi Huo 

 

2. The Minutes of the last meeting had earlier been circulated. However, Ariadne stated that a 

brief Board Meeting was held during the Belfast Conference; mainly for logistics and planning. 

She reported that apart from the Springer vouchers, there were cash prizes from Royal Society of 

Chemistry (GBP 200) and IUGS prize for best oral presentations (USD 500 each for two 

presenters). To the suggestion by AH that reports on the prizes be sent to the sponsors, Ariadne 

responded that the Conference Report and blog were still being expected from Dan Middleton, 

and that when received, it would capture the prizes. Matters arising from the last Minutes (3) 

were taken together with substantive items on the Agenda. 

 

4. It was reported that at the Belfast Conference, the ECRs showed a lot of enthusiasm, and they 

had an interesting interactive session with the Fellows during the lunch breaks. However, 



feedback was still being expected from the ECR Group on how further the Fellows can assist 

them. 

 

5. GG thanked all Board Members for the support received during the process of changing the 

levels of membership of the Society. She expressed the gratitude of those who were selected for 

the Honourary Lifetime Fellow cadre; celebrating members who have retired but are still very 

much engaged in SEGH activities. She reiterated the importance of having the Associate Fellows 

cadre; preparing early to middle career researchers for the “Full Fellow” status. David Polya was 

also recently elected a Fellow of the Society, and showed his eagerness to perform in the new 

role. 

GG again stressed the possibility of the number of Fellows being reduced as a result of 

inactivity; particular as regards engagement with ECRs. While there are efforts to prevent this 

from happening, she explained that continuity as Fellows was contingent upon active 

engagement and not just what had been done in the past. She explained that some of the Editors 

of EGAH had been spoken with about the possibility of further supporting the society as 

Fellows. She also asked for suggestions for possible Fellows from members. While AA agreed 

that the EGAH Editorial Board was a good pond to fish in for Fellows, she added that they must 

first be SEGH Members. It was agreed that AA would write to the EGAH Editorial Board, 

encouraging them to join SEGH 

Actions: (i) Board Members’ suggestion on how to expand the Fellows membership 

expected, (ii) AA to mail EGAH Editors to join SEGH (Status: Ongoing). 

 

6. KT reported that the membership number remains the same until the list of attendees of the 

Belfast Conference is received. He added that an update was important as Springer would need 

to know the total number for journal access purposes.  

On finances, KT wondered if the remainder of the IUGS 2025 Grant would need to be refunded, 

as LMIC delegates for which the grant was given were unable to attend the Belfast Conference 

due to inability to obtain visas. JO suggested that a request could be made to appropriate the 

IUGS 2025 Grant for 2026, but he doubted that SEGH could make a request for funding in 2026 

should that be the case. It was suggested that a call for Abstract submission for “Slovenia 2026” 

should be sent to LMICs as soon as possible, so that the remainder of the IUGS 2025 Grant 

could be used to sponsor prospective participants from LMICs for the 2026 Conference. This had 

to be done before the 2025 IUGS Report was due, and it has to be explained in the Report. 

Action: MG to work on releasing the Call for Abstracts for Slovenia 2026 to LMICs as soon 

as possible (Status: Ongoing). 

 

7. As the official Belfast Conference Report was being awaited from Dan Middleton, it was 

suggested that MG should give an update on preparations for Slovenia 2026. MG reported that it 

would be best for all the conference financing to be routed through Geological Society of 

Slovenia, to avoid paying too much tax. He also added that the first circular with dates and 

location would be released very soon. AH agreed to send MG some useful insights on what the 

conference programme should entail. The plan is to host the 2026 conference website on the 



Geological Society of Slovenia website. AA also added that MG had already requested for the 

list of Sponsors for the Belfast Conference, in hopes of reaching out to them early for support for 

the Slovenia Conference. 

Action: AH to send some notes to MG on the programme content for Slovenia 2026 (Status: 

Ongoing). 

 

8. For the Americas, OM reiterated the difficulty in organizing SEGH events as the only 

American Chair left on the Board. She suggested the addition of two SEGH members (Javier 

Castro and Gonzalo Vargas from Mexico) to the Board. AA also added that two more people 

signified their interest in joining the Board; Anna Augustsson (Sweeden) and Saugata Datta 

(Texas, USA). The Board voted that the four be brought on board. 

OM added that the Association for Geochemistry in Mexico would be meeting in October, and 

she hopes to use that medium to garner support for SEGH. 

AA encouraged other Regional Chairs to create events to promote SEGH, and to write blogs on 

their current research activities. 

AA reported that the ISCMGEH – Asia/Southeast Asia Conference would hold in November 

2025, and she and JKB are involved in its organization. JKB added that the conference would 

include skill enhancement training on environmental contaminants remediation. He also stated 

that there would be another conference in India in January 2026; which will focus on 

biogeochemistry and health, and in which the activities of SEGH would be promoted. GG 

suggested that the conference could be recorded and promoted on the SEGH website. 

The ISCMGEH – Asia/Southeast Asia edition is to hold in November 2025, and AA reported 

that the Conference website would be set up later in the week. She would send the link to the 

website to OH for promotion on the SEGH website.   

Actions: (i) AA to mail Anna, Javier, Saugatta and Gonzalo on their inclusion on the Board 

(Status: Done), (ii) AA to send website for ISCMGEH – Asia/Southeast Asia to OH for 

dissemination to members (Status: Done). 

 

9. OH reported that were 500+ active users on the website, with 3-minute average engagement 

time. UK topped the list of visitors, with US and Mexico in the top 7. Good gender balance still 

maintained and most visitors were still in the 18-34 age group. The top pages were Belfast 2025, 

while there were a significant number of views for Blogs - as all the blogs from the Belfast 2025 

winners had been added to the website. He added that the cash gifts and the Springer vouchers 

can now be sent to the winners. OH encouraged all Board Members to contribute blogs to the 

website. 

Actions: (i) KT to transfer the IUGS cash prizes to the Belfast 2025 winners, (ii) AA to mail 

Dan Middleton on how the winners can get the Royal Society of Chemistry prize, (iii) OH 

to see how the Springer vouchers can get to the winners.  

 

10. OH reported on behalf of Michael Watts that the number of submissions received in 6 

months were 1500, 450 proceeded to review and 275 have been accepted (18% rate). Median 



time from submission to first decision was 3 days, while median time from submission to 

acceptance was 103 days.  

 

11. (a) AA reported that a message about the passing of Prof. Kin of GIST Korea, a member of 

SEGH and the EGAH Editorial Board, was received early August.   

(b) AA also stated that a positive reply has been sent to the IUGS Commission on Global 

Geochemical Baseline, in response to a request for affiliation of SEGH. 

(c) AA added that it was time to send out the Call for Nominations for the next SEGH President. 

JO was asked to send the Call to the membership, with the timelines for nomination, collation of 

nominations and voting included. 

(d) David Polya sent in a thank you message on his election as a Fellow of the Society, and 

offered to organise the SEGH 2027 Conference in Manchester. This was especially a good 

opportunity as his university was hosting another major conference at the same time, which 

could be co-batched with SEGH 2027. This also offered an opportunity for increasing the 

membership base of SEGH. MB, who had earlier showed an interest in organising the 2027 

Conference opted to organise the 2028 Conference. AA is to reply David Polya that the 2027 

Conference can be held in Manchester. 

Actions: (i) AA to reply David Polya with the Board’s approval for hosting the 2027 

Conference in Manchester (Status: Done), (ii) JO to mail Call for Nominations for the 

SEGH President to the membership (Status: Done). 

AA thanked all for their time and contributions. The meeting was unanimously adjourned and 

ended at 13:25pm (London). 

 

 


