
MINUTES OF THE SEGH BOARD MEETING HELD ON 19th NOVEMBER 2025 AT 

12:00 (LONDON, UK) ON ZOOM 

Agenda: 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

3. Matters arising from the last Minutes 

4. Report on ECR matters 

5. Report on Fellows' Matters 

6. Report on Membership and Finance 

7. Report on Belfast 2025 Conference (Dan Middleton/Olivier Humphrey) 

8. Updates on Ljubljana 2026 

9. Reports from the Regions 

10. Updates on the website/social media 

11. Report on EGAH 

12. AOB 

 

Attendance: 

1. A Argyraki  7. O Humphrey 13. S Datta     

2. O Morton-Bermea 8. A Hursthouse 14. C Monteiro 

3. J Castro  9. F Onyangore 15. M Watts 

4. M Gabersek  10. M Abdou  16. F Ajayi 

5. A Augustsson  11. A Olatunji  17. J Olajide-Kayode  

6. G Gibson  12. M Hashmi    

 

The meeting commenced at 12:05 (London) and the Agenda for the day was shared for members 

to preview.  

1. Apologies were received from: 

(i) Keith Torrance (ii) Diane Purchase (iii) Dan Middleton  

 

2. The Minutes of the meeting held 27/8/2025 had been sent to members earlier. Matters arising 

from the Minutes (3) were taken together with substantive items on the Agenda. 

 

4. Efforts made to get the ECR Group to state how further the Fellows can assist them, or how 

better the Society can support them, had not yet yielded much fruit. MA reported that GG had 

posted on the LinkedIn page twice in recent time but no response was received. AA stated that 

the ISCMGEH-Asia conference that would hold the following week might be a good opportunity 

to reach out to the ECRs again. 

 



5. GG had continued to solicit for presentations from the Fellow’s for 2026, also reminding them 

of their obligation to support ECRs. She stated that Jane Entwistle’s talk was coming up on 5 

December, and about two more talks in early 2026. She added that, as Fellows are on a 2-year 

renewal cycle, she would be doing an audit to see which Fellows should remain and which ones 

need to be let go. GG reported that the Fellows had a high-level discussion at the Belfast 

conference which resulted in the writing of an Editorial on current research areas SEGH is 

involved with, along with a call for collaboration. Additionally, the requirements for being and 

remaining a Fellow was discussed, while new Fellowship categories were announced (Honorary 

Lifetime Fellow and Associate Fellow). The blog summarizing the developments had been 

posted on the website. In addition, AA said that following the decision at the last meeting that 

the EGAH Editorial Board was a good pool from which to try and populate the Fellows’ group, 

she sent a message to them through MW requesting that they become SEGH members. It was 

hoped that members of the EGAH Editorial Board would join the Society soon.  

 

6. Reporting on behalf of KT, JO stated that there were 88 paid-up members as at 21 October, 

and the Society had GBP 11,036.67 in her coffers; which included the remainder of the IUGS 

2025 Grant.  

AA added that KT earlier reported that a second signatory to the SEGH (Barclays) account was 

required; preferably a UK resident. MW offered to, again, take up the responsibility. 

Martin had published the “Ljubljana 2026” Call for Abstracts for LMIC delegates as agreed at 

the last meeting, and had received 16 Abstracts. It was decided that the left-over IUGS Grant 

should be awarded as bursaries to 7 LMIC ECRs whose Abstracts would be accepted after 

screening. JO suggested that grant letters should be sent to the grantees stating that they had been 

awarded bursaries, but that the bursary would be given only after they have been able to secure 

visas to Ljubljana. 

Action: (i) MW to be the second SEGH account signatory (Status: Ongoing), (ii) MG to 

send bursary award letters to 7 LMIC ECRs (Status: Done). 

 

7. Dan Middleton sent in a message that the final accounts from the Queens University Finance 

Unit was still being awaited, and that was the reason the Belfast Conference Report was yet to be 

ready. 

Action: DM to send in Belfast Conference Report (Status: Ongoing). 

 

8. In addition to the updates already given about Ljubljana 2026, MG reported that the Abstract 

submission process had been temporarily closed, to allow for review of the LMIC Abstracts. He 

added that the website would be updated in a few weeks to include other vital information such 

as possible workshops on Microplastics in Geosphere, Radioactivity, and on Forensic Geology; 

and a proposed field trip to an old Mercury mine organised for the last day of the Conference. 

Letters to potential sponsors were also to be sent, and he thanked all who had helped with useful 

tips along the way and solicited for more help. 



Action: MG to (i) update the Ljubljana 2026 conference website, (ii) send letters to 

potential sponsors in the coming weeks (Status: Ongoing). 

 

9. AA welcomed the new members to the SEGH Board, stating that their positive contributions 

to the Board were anticipated. She added that all was set for the ISCMGEH – Asia/Southeast 

Asia edition holding the following week, and a gallery for the Poster Sessions was already set up 

on the website. Over 70 Abstracts had been received and it promised to be an enlightening online 

event. 

OM reported that she had contacted colleagues at the Mexican National Institute of 

Geochemistry, together with whom the Americas Chairs were organizing student seminars 

starting in the new school year. 

Actions: OM, SD and JC to work on setting up student seminars for the new school year 

(Status: Ongoing). 

 

10. OH stated that there were 432 active users on the website since the last meeting, 381 of them 

being new users. Average engagement time was lower at 1 min. 45 secs.; not unexpected as the 

Belfast conference had ended. Most active countries were India, UK, US and Nigeria; showing 

that there is an opportunity for attracting and engaging prospective members form India. MW 

added that a blog about Ljubljana 2026 would go a long way in promoting the conference. Good 

gender balance was maintained on the site as usual and most visitors were still in the 18-34 age 

group. The most visited pages were Home Page, ISCMGEH-Europe, SEGH2026 and 

ISCMGEH-Asia. OH encouraged all new Board members who hadn’t sent him their short 

profiles to do so, so that they can be uploaded to the website. He added that two new blogs, both 

from Fellows, had been uploaded to the website since the last meeting. In addition, AA stated 

that she had been making some posts on the Society’s Facebook page, while MA and GG had 

been posting on the LinkedIn page as well. 

Actions: (i) New Board members yet to send their short profiles to OH are to do so, (ii) MG 

to consider writing a promotional blog for Ljubljana 2026 (Status: Ongoing).  

 

11. MW reported that about 3200 manuscripts were expected to be submitted by the end of 2025, 

with a projected acceptance of 630 manuscripts with a 91-day TAT to acceptance. This, he said, 

represented significant improvement in the last two years. The Editorial Team continues to be 

reviewed, with some being let go and new ones recruited. The journal receives 15-20 requests for 

Special Issues annually, but these have to be scrutinized to protect the integrity of EGAH. The 

SIs could also be a good route through which Editors are recruited for the journal. 

He added that Springer had agreed to resource three super Associate Editors to handle about 100 

papers per year with an incentivisation of Euro 1000 each. Consideration for this would involve 

topic and geographical coverage, as well as task completion rates. While Springer was targeting 

700 accepted papers per year within three years, EGAH EiCs were still pushing the central 

message of quality over quantity. In addition, he stated that his SEGH Fellows’ talk on how to write 

a paper for EGAH had been posted on the SEGH and EGAH websites. This, he added, would be 

converted into an Editorial article for the journal.  



About 90 papers per year were being withdrawn due to the authors failing to complete the review 

processes. He however stated that the journal should be heading back to an IF of 5 from the current 3.2 

within the next two years, with sustained growth beyond. More input needed from SEGH, especially in 

terms of Special Issues from its conferences. He advised that Editorial papers, for which Springer is 

willing to waive the Open Access fee, would be a good way for Editorial Board members and SEGH 

Fellows to promote certain thematic areas and the Society in general. 

12. AA reiterated that the period for the Call for Nominations for the next SEGH President was 

over, and JO added that voting would commence online in a few days, by paid-up members.  

Actions: Voting in the Presidential election to come up between 21 November and 5 

December, 2025 (Status: Done). 

AA thanked all for their time and contributions. The meeting was unanimously adjourned and 

ended at 13:10pm (London). 

 

 


