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The trouble with a unified yearbook theme
is that, too often, it is so narrow and so
restrictive that the whole year, its events,
its people, and its atmosphere are all bent
around the theme. Whole aspects of the nine
months span are either ignored, or changed
to fit the tone of the book. Even a small
school, like Malvern, is so complex in its
students, faculty, and campus happenings
that there are too many contradictory facets
to be explained away by typifying an entire
vear with an over-simplified theme.

So we choose a broad theme, one which
will capture what the school year was like.
We center upon the individual at Malvern,
for our school is an institution of individual
students and faculty, and not merely of
groups and classes. Certains remarks can be
made of the student body as a whole, of
course, but it should never be forgotten that
Malvern’s appeal to potential students lies in
its ability to provide a more personal rela-
tionship between student and school, one to
one.




The classes are smaller than in “factory-
type” high schools, allowing the teacher to
get to know the individual student better.
The student has a better chance for fulfill-
ment in sports and organizations; generally,
by senior year he will know everyone in his
class, and most of the underclassmen. And
although Malvern Preparatory School is not
wholly dependent on each seperate student
for its continuance as an institution, the very
purpose of its existence—the education of
young men as individuals—demands that it
be vitally concerned about each boy in the
school.

The old dictum “Love Malvern or leave it”
is hardly satisfactory, since it insists that
students confirm to the rules of the imper-
sonal institution, rather than explaining the
school policy as a means of aiding the educa-
tion of the student. Yet, too often, the com-
munication possible between students and
administrators at a school our size is virtually
ignored. In the classroom, however, the small
number of pupils makes it next-to-impossible
for the teacher to adapt a totally impersonal
attitude between the students and himself.
(The fact that most of the faculty serves in
some moderating capacity for campus organi-
zations after school increases the tendency
toward a close, relaxed classroom atmos-
phere.)
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Even He likes Malvern.
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The attitude of the student toward the school,
although it may be influenced by curriculum, method
of grading, or physical appearance of the grounds,
is decided chiefly by the relationship established
between himself and everyone else at the school-
faculty, classmates, and administrators. The people
at Malvern are the guts of the school; they determine
the kind of school it is, and the direction it will take.
And they are ultimately responsible for its final suc-
cess or downfall. The impersonal side of Malvern
cannot be denied, but it exists merely for the benefit
of those at the school. Every rule, every school deci-
sion must be made with the individual people on the
campus in mind. The development of the individual
student, socially, intellectually, and in every respect
is Malvern Prep’s self-proclaimed educational policy.
It is the school’s duty to stimulate each boy, to help
him mature. It is the student’s duty to respond to this
stimulation, and take it upon himself to strive toward
constant improvement.

Malvern Preparatory School, then, is an institution
of people, some of them teaching (and not all of them
are faculty members), some others learning (and not
all of them students), and some serving as administra-
tors. Each one takes much from the school, be it
knowledge, experience, or occupational or idealistic
satisfaction. Yet, in accepting what Malvern can give,
they also contribute far more, for they fulfill the
school’s ethereal philosophy.

Somehow, it seems as if we were looking at this picture
before. Paul Duffy, Larry Fetters, Vernon Atkins, Fr. Gallogly,
Denny Fragale, and Ken Pilotti were the men behind the
music at the monthly masses.











